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Further information on UA 483/90 (ASA 13/07/90, 28 Novenber 90) - Lega
Concern

BANGLADESH: Arrest of opposition |eaders:

Shei kh HASI NA (f)

Dr Kamal HOSSAIN

Most af a Mohi uddi n MONTO (al so reported as Mostafa Rahnman MONTO)
M rza ABBAS

Ammesty International has learnt that the original reports of the arrest of
Dr Kamal Hossain, a |eader of the Awanmi League, were incorrect. Although
police raided his house on the night of 27 Novermber 1990, Dr Kanal Hossain
evaded arrest and is currently in hiding.

Shei kh Hasi na, President of the Awam League, reportedly renains
under house arrest in Dhaka. According to reports, she was placed under
house arrest on the afternoon of 27 Novenber, before the state of energency
was declared. Several people have visited her at her home, which is under
police guard. Tel ephone connections to her house have been cut.

Bot h Mbstafa Mhiuddin Monto (al so reported as Mstafa Rahman Mont o)
and Mrza Abbas are both believed to remain in detention. Amesty
I nternational has received no further information about Mrza Abbas, but
has | earnt nore about the circunstances of arrest of Mostafa Mhiuddin
Monto. Police went to the home of Mostafa Mhiuddin Monto of the Awami
League youth wing at 9am on 27 Novenber and detained him reportedly
wi t hout | egal authorisation. The police are also reported to have
assaul ted some nenbers of his fanmily. At about 12.30pm that day a habeas
corpus petition was filed in the Hi gh Court concerning his detention, and
the court ruled that Mstafa Mhiuddin Monto nust be produced in court by
29 Novenber. The state of energency was inposed at about 10.30 that night.
Under the energency, the right to challenge the legality of a person's
det ention has been renoved.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

W despread protests against the governnent and against the inposition of a
state of energency continue in Bangl adesh. The three nain opposition
alliances have called for a continuing joint progranme of strikes and
denonstrations. Some professional organizations have called on their
menbers to resign their posts, including the Federation of Univesity
Teachers. The Suprene Court Bar Associ ation passed a resolution on 2
Decenber declaring the emergency unconstitutional and calling on nenbers of
the bar who work in governnment to resign their posts within 24 hours.

Those who do not will | ose their nenbership of the bar



Det enti ons of opposition activists are believed to be continuing in
Dhaka, although Ammesty International does not yet have names of those
detained. On the night on 2 Decenber police raided the honmes of Ali Zaker
a |l eading nmenber of the theatre novenment, and of Dr Kamal Hossain, a |eader
of the Awam League. Neither person was there. In Sylhet, 20 people have
reportedly been detained since the energency was declared, five of whom are
students. Ammesty International does not yet know their nanes.

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel egrans/tel exes/ express and airmail letters:

- expressing concern that enmergency provisions facilitate the arbitrary
detention of prisoners of conscience by removing the right to chall enge the
legality of a person's detention in the courts;

- expressing concern at reports of arbitrary detentions in Bangl adesh,
i ncludi ng the house arrest of Shei kh Hasina and the detentions of Mstafa
Monto and M rza Abbas;

- urging that all those detained for their non-violent political activities
be i medi ately and unconditionally rel eased,;

- urging that any detai nee agai nst whomthere is evidence of involvenent in
a recogni zable crimnal act should be charged and pronptly tried under
ordi nary procedures of |aw.

APPEALS TO

Presi dent Hossai n Mohammad Ershad
O fice of the President

Dhaka

Bangl adesh

Tel egrans: President Ershad, Dhaka, Bangl adesh

Tel exes: 642200 PAMA BJ; 642222 PAMA BJ

Faxes: + 880 2 833 597

COPIES TO Diplomatic representatives of Bangl adesh in your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 14 January 1990.



