EXTERNAL Al I ndex: ASA 14/06/97

UA 341/ 97 Torture /| Fear of torture 30 October 1997

BHUTAN Thi nl ey
Sangay Tenzin, son of Dorji
Druki, son of Tshering Dorji
Ugen Wangdi, son of Urp
and dozens of others

Continuing reports of torture of detainees in police custody have
hei ght ened concerns for the dozens of people detained in eastern Bhutan in
recent days.

Twenty-si x people, reportedly participating in a peaceful denonstration,
were arrested by the Royal Bhutan Police (RBP) in the Sandrup Jonkhar
district in eastern Bhutan on 23 Cctober 1997. Reports indicate that they
were held for two days with their hands tied behind their back. In
addi ti on, when arrested, they were reportedly chained in groups of four and
then made to wal k to Sanmdrup Jonkhar prison

Four of the 26, Thinley, Sangay Tenzin, Druki and Ugen Wangdi, have
reportedly been subjected to chepua, a formof torture in which the thighs
are pressed between two rods. While being tortured they were reportedly
told that they would be subjected to further torture should their anti-
national activities not cease i mediately.

Dozens of others were reportedly taken into custody in the aftermath of a
nati on-w de poster canpaign on 21 and 22 Cctober. Ammesty |nternational has
al so received reports that denonstrations and sit-ins were held in various
ot her parts of the country, which have, in turn, resulted in arrests.

None of the detainees is known to have had access to a jabm (lega
adviser) or relatives or to have been charged.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The arrests appear to be part of a recent crackdown by the RBP agai nst
peopl e suspected of being synpathizers of two political organizations set
up in exile, the Druk National Congress (DNC) and the United Front for
Denocracy (UFD).

In connection with this |last spate of arrests, the Bhutanese authorities
have recently acknow edged in a radi o conmuni qué that Khenpo Thinley Qg er

a 4l1l-year-old religious teacher, chief of a Buddhist npnastery in Sandrup
Jonkhar district, died of gun-shot injuries in what the authorities have
descri bed as an accident involving the Mongar district Adm nistrator
However, according to reports received by Amesty International, Khenpo
Thinley Q er was beaten to death while in police custody. He was
reportedly arrested with 16 other people, during a sit-in, and subsequently
detained in Tashigang jail.

Anot her man, by the nane of Dhendup, who had confessed to being a DNC
supporter, was reportedly beaten about the head with the butt of a rifle
whi ch caused himto bleed. He was not arrested but was told to keep quiet
about the incident. He has since left the country.
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The fear that those arrested may be tortured or ill-treated is heightened
by reports received in the past few nonths by Amesty International that
many i ndivi dual s suspected of being DNC/ UFD synpat hi zers have been tortured
or ill-treated while in custody (e.g., see UA 270/97, ASA 14/02/97, 12
August 1997, UA 281/97, ASA 14/03/97, 20 August 1997 and UA 311/97, ASA

14/ 04/ 97, 1 Cctober 1997).

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmail letters in
Engli sh or your own | anguage:

- expressing deep concern at reports that Thinley, Sangay Tenzin, Druki and
Ugen Wangdi were subjected to chepua;

- urging the authorities to i mediately end any formof torture or ill-
treatment, including keeping people with their hands tied behind their back
for long periods of tineg;

- urging the authorities to provide anyone in their custody with adequate
medi cal care, and to grant all detainees inmediate access to a jabm and to
their famly nenbers;

- asking for information concerning the reason for the arrests, and urging
that unless they are to be pronptly charged with recogni zably crimna

of fences, they be i mediately and unconditionally rel eased.

APPEALS TO

Lyonpo Dago Tshering

M ni ster of Home Affairs

M nistry of Honme Affairs

Royal Governnent of Bhutan

Tashi chho Dzong

Thi nphu, Bhut an

Tel egrans: Hone Affairs M nister, Thinphu, Bhutan
Sal utation: Dear M nister

Maj or Ki pchu Nangyal

Chi ef of the Special Branch

Royal Bhutan Police

Pol i ce Headquarters

Zhi I nen Nangyel ling

Thi nphu, Bhut an

Tel egrans: Chief, Special Branch, Royal Bhutan Police, Thinphu, Bhutan
Sal utation: Dear Major Nangyal

No fax nunbers were obtainable for the two addresses supplied but faxes may
be sent to the followi ng nunbers with a request for themto be forwarded to
t he above addressees:

M nistry of Foreign Affairs: Faxes: + 975-2-22079

Speaker of the National Assenbly: Faxes: + 975-2-24210

COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of Bhutan accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 15 Decenber 1997.



