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UA 263/ QO Fear of torture/prisoners of conscience 5 Septenber 2000

MYANMVAR U Soe Myint - National League for Denocracy (NLD) Centra
Executive Conm ttee nenber, NLD Yangon Divi si on Chairnman
Dr Myo Aung - NLD Yangon Divi sion organizing comittee
nmenber

NLD Yout h menbers: Htun Zaw Zaw, Myo Nyunt, Htun Mint,
Thein Lwin, Aung H oo, Khin Oo, Me Thaw (alias Pauk
Pauk), Mint Kyaw, Shwe Gyo, Than Htut, Nyan Lin Aung,
Aye Myein Lin, Than Htun, Thein Swe, Zaw M n Kyaw,

M n Aung Nyo

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi - NLD Secretary General
UTin U- NLD Vice Chairnan

Two | eaders of the opposition National League for Denocracy (NLD) have
reportedly been inprisoned, together with 16 nmenbers of the party’ s Youth
wing, after they tried to attend a party neeting. If these reports are
confirmed, Amesty International woul d consider them prisoners of

consci ence, arrested solely for exercising their right to freedom of
associ ation and for their nenbership of a non-violent political party.
Political prisoners are routinely tortured in Myanmar.

They were anong a group of NLD nmenbers, led by the party’ s Genera
Secretary, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, and vice-chairman, U Tin U, stopped by
security forces on 24 August as they left the capital, Yangon, for a
neeting 30 mles away. They refused to turn back, and stayed at the
roadsi de in the Yangon suburb of Dallah for nine days. Sonme 200 riot police
eventual Iy renoved the group by force, at about 1.30am on 2 Septenber.

Since then, NLD Central Executive Conmittee menber U Soe Myint, who is

chai rman of the party’'s Yangon division, has reportedly been held in Insein
Prison in Yangon, together with a nmenber of the party’s organising
committee, Dr Myo Aung, and the 16 NLD Yout h nenbers named above.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and U Tin U have been hel d i nconmuni cado since 2

Sept enber. Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’'s home has been cordoned of f by security
forces, and the tel ephone Iines have been cut. The NLD headquarters are

al so blocked off, and Mlitary Intelligence officers are reported to have
taken files and docunments fromthe offices on the weekend of 2/3 Septenber.
On 4 Septenber the ruling State Peace and Devel opment Council (SPDC) issued
a statenent claimng that all 10 of the NLD Executive Committee, including
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and Tin U, “have been requested to stay at their
respective residences,” although they have denied that the 10 are under
house arrest. The SPDC al so alleged that the NLD has links with arned
opposi tion groups, but Amesty International believes there is no evidence
for this. The NLD has al ways advocat ed non-vi ol ence.

BACKGROUND | NFORMVATI ON

Political prisoners in Myannmar are often tortured during interrogation by
Mlitary Intelligence after they are arrested. After sentencing they can
also be tortured if they break arbitrary and harsh prison rules. Prison
conditions are extrenmely poor. Political prisoners are denied adequate
food, nedical care, and sanitation, and dozens have died through I ack of
proper care.
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The NLD won over 80% of the parlianentary seats in the May 1990 el ecti ons,
but has not been allowed to forma governnent. Since then the mlitary SPDC
has | aunched a series of crackdowns, arresting hundreds of NLD nenbers and
other activists for their peaceful political activities. Amesty
International estinates there are 1500 political prisoners in Myannmar. The
governnent has al so forced thousands of NLD nmenbers to resign fromthe
party, and has cl osed down offices around the country.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnai
letters in English or your own | anguage:

- urging the SPDC to rel ease i nmediately and unconditionally U Soe Mint,
Dr Myo Aung and the 16 NLD Youth nenmbers arrested on 2 Septenber, unless
they are charged with a recogni zably crimnal offense

- urging the SPDC to ensure that all 18 are allowed i medi ate access to

| awyers, their famlies and medical treatnent;

- urging the SPDC to ensure that no prisoners are subjected to torture or
ot her cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnent;

- urging the authorities to clarify the current situation of Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi, UTin Uand other NLD Central Executive Committee menbers whose
novenents have been restricted, and to ensure that they are not held in

i ncommuni cado detenti on

APPEALS TO

Li eutenant General Khin Nyunt, Secretary 1
State Peace and Devel opnment Counci

c/o Director of Defense Services Intelligence (DDSI)
M nistry of Defense, Signal Pagoda Road

Dagon Post O fice

Yangon

Uni on of Myanmar

Tel egrans: General Khin Nyunt, Yangon, Myannar
Tel exes: 21316

Faxes: + 95 1 229 50

Sal utation: Your Excellency

Col onel Ha Mn

Ofice of Strategic Studies

Department of International Affairs

c/o Mnistry of Defense, Signal Pagoda Road
Dagon Post O fice

Yangon

Uni on of Myanmar

Tel egrans: General Khin Nyunt, Yangon, Myannar
Tel exes: 21316

Faxes: + 95 1 222 950

Sal ut ation: Dear Col onel

However, it is extrenely difficult to get through. It nmay be better to try
during Yangon office hours (GWI + 6.5 hours)

COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of Myanmar accredited to your
country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 17 Cctober 2000.



