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EXTRA 57/00 Death penalty / Fear of execution

PEOPLE'SREPUBLIC OF CHINA (PRC) FANG YONG, 36

On 8 June 2000, Fang Yong, 36 years old, was sentenced to death by the

Ni ngbo city Intermediate People’s Court in Zhejiang province. Executions
can take place within hours of a sentence being confirned and any appeal s
rej ected. Appeal s agai nst execution are rarely successful. Execution is
carried out either with a bullet to the back of the head or by |etha

i njection.

Fang Yong formerly worked as an accountant with the China Bank of

Communi cations. He was alleged to have enbezzl ed about 1.6 million Yuan (US
$193,000) in public funds fromthe bank using forged docunents and by ot her
nmeans i ncl udi ng conputer fraud.

Fang Yong fled China in 1990 and sought refuge in Canada where he clai ned
asylum as a refugee reportedly on the grounds that he had been involved in
t he pro-denocracy protests that took place in China in 1989 and led to the
viol ent crackdown agai nst denonstrators in and around Ti anannen Squar e,
Beijing, in 1989. H s case was rejected by the Canadian i mmgration
authorities and Fang Yong then went into hiding. Fang Yong nanaged to
remain in Canada undetected until Novenber 1999 when he was di scovered as a
result of a traffic violation

The Canadi an authorities are claimng that they did not know that Fang Yong
was facing crimnal charges that could lead to the death penalty in China.
It has been reported, however, that Canadian officials stated that they
beli eved he could face a ten year prison sentence. In China, this was seen
as the first case of conputer-related enbezzl enent and a warrant for Fang
Yong's arrest was issued through Interpol. It is normal practice for
abolitionist states, |like Canada, not to send people back to countries
where they are likely to face a death sentence. Ammesty International has
been unable to verify informati on concerning the Canadi an aut horities’

i nvestigation of Fang Yong's claimto remain in Canada.

The Departnent of Foreign Affairs in Canada has reportedly expressed
concern about the death sentence, although press reports cited the Canadi an
Mnister for Immgration, Elinor Caplan, as saying that the possibility of
a death sentence being given to an illegal inmmgrant after his deportation
from Canada will not deter themfrom deporting others even if they may face
the death penalty. She was quoted as stating that, "there are sone things
that other countries do that we don't |ike”.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The death penalty continues to be used extensively, arbitrarily, and
frequently as a result of political interference. There are often nass
executions during major events or on public holidays in China, such as 1
January and the Chinese New Year. According to news reports alone, in the
week from Monday 12 June to Friday 16 June, a total of 17 people were
sentenced to death in China, including suspended death sentences. O these
it is known that five people have al ready been executed.
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Based on inconplete public reports for 1998, Amesty |International recorded
at least 2,701 death sentences and at |east 1,769 confirnmed executions.
From 1990 to the end of 1998, Amesty International recorded nore than
25,400 death sentences and 16, 600 executions. These statistics, however,
are believed to fall far short of the real figures, as only a fraction of
deat h sentences and executions carried out in the country are publicly
reported. Even based on this limted record, the governnent continues to
execute many nore people than the rest of the world put together. Execution
is by shooting or lethal injection.

A revision to the Crimnal Code in March 1997 confirned the increasing
scope for the use of the death penalty.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmail letters in
Engl i sh, Chinese or your own | anguage:

- urging the Chinese authorities to comute the death sentence on Fang
Yong;

- urging that the arbitrary and nmassive use of the death penalty in China
be st opped;

- urging the Chinese governnent to exclude non violent crines, such as
corruption, fromthe death penalty, as reconmended by the United Nations
Speci al Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions;

- expressing opposition to the death penalty in all cases as the ultimate
formof cruel and inhuman puni shment, and as a violation of the right to
life, as guaranteed in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts;

- expressing dismay to the Canadian authorities at their actions in sending
Fang Yong back to China to face the death penalty;

- reiterating to the Canadi an authorities the inportance of fully
investigating all refugee clainms and all deportation cases for evidence
that the inmgrant would be tortured or face severe human rights violations
i ncluding the death penalty.

APPEALS TO please note that faxes in China are unreliable and often do not
wor k outside office hours (GVI + 8):

Premi er of the People's Republic of China

ZHU Rongj i Zongl

Quowuyuan

9 Xi huangchenggenbeijie

Beiji ngshi 100032

Peopl e' s Republic of China

Tel exes: 210070 FMPRC CN or 22478 MFERT CN

Tel egram Prem er Zhu Rongji, Beijing, China

Faxes: + 8610 6 520 5316/ 467 7046 (c/o Mnistry of Justice)
+ 86 10 6 851 2174 (c/o Mnistry of Radio, Film TV)

Sal utation: Your Excellency

M ni ster of Justice of Canada

The Honourabl e Anne McLellan P.C., MP

M nister of Justice and Attorney CGeneral of Canada

284 Wl lington Street

Qtawa, Ontario KLA OH8

General Inquiries

Faxes: Conmmmuni cati ons and Executive Services Branch
+ 00 1 (613) 954-0811




COPI ES TO

Xi nhua News Agency

Faxes: + 8610 62019332/ 3071210
E-Mai | : xi nhua@b. col . com ¢cn

China Daily

E- mai | : (try) www. chinadaily.comcn
People’s Daily

Fax: + 86 10 6 5092893

E- Mai | : i nf o@eopl edai ly. comcn

The Canadi an Press
Gerry Arnold, Executive Editor
Fax: 00 1 416-507-2070

Emai |l : garnol d@p. org
Human Ri ghts (Society) of China
Fax: + 86 10 6 491 2961

and to diplomatic representatives of the People's Republic of
Chi na and Canada accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY



