EXTERNAL Al I ndex: ASA 20/ 18/ 96
7 May 1996

Further information on EXTRA 43/96 (ASA 20/12/96, 21 March 1996) - Fear of
ill-treatnent / Arbitrary arrest / Medical concern

| NDI A 188 Bhut anese people fromrefugee canps in eastern Nepa

On 22 April 1996, 15 Bhutanese people froma group of 285 detained at

Jal paiguri District Jail, West Bengal, were allegedly beaten by jail guards
with lathis (canes). Three of them were injured; Tara Gautam sustai ned head
injuries and two others had injuries to the leg and arm respectively. It
is not known whether they have received any nedical treatnent. The
det ai nees had been protesting about inadequate provision of food in the
jail. It is reported that regular visits to the detai nees by nenbers of
support groups are no |longer being allowed by the jail authorities.

On 17 April there was a hearing for 188 Bhutanese people, arrested on 19
March, in the Jalpaiguri District Court at which the presiding nagistrate
decl ared they should be rel eased after signing a "personal release bond".
It is reported that since the detainees refused to sign the bond, the
heari ng was adjourned until 21 May. Amesty International has been calling
for their i mediate and unconditional release, unless they are to be
charged inmediately with a recogni zable crim nal offence.

In total, 792 Bhutanese people fromthe refugee canps in eastern Nepa
remain detained in three jails in India: Jalpaiguri, Siliguri and

Ber hanmpur. The nmjority have now been held for nearly two nonths w thout
bei ng char ged.

Ammesty I nternational continues to be concerned that they are being held in
contravention of their right to freedom of expression and their right to
peaceful assenbly.

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/ express/

airmail letters in English or in your own | anguage:
- expressing concern at reports that 15 Bhutanese people were beaten with
| athis by guards at Jal paiguri Jail, West Bengal, and calling for an

i medi at e i ndependent and inpartial investigation into the incident;

- requesting i medi ate nedical treatnment for the detainees who suffered

i njuries;

- urging that visits to the Jalpaiguri Jail be restored to allow visitors

i medi ate access to the detainees;

- seeking assurances that the 285 Bhutanese peopl e detained at Jal paiguri
Jail will not be subjected to further ill-treatnent;

i f possible also:

- urge that their conditions of detention be inplenented in accordance with
the Body of Principles for the Protection of Al Persons under Any Form of
Detention or |nprisonnent;

- urge that the 792 Bhutanese people detained at jails in India be

i medi ately and unconditionally rel eased unless charged i mediately with a
recogni zabl e crim nal offence.

APPEALS TO

M P V Narasi mha Rao



2

Prime Mnister of India

O fice of the Prime Mnister

Sout h Bl ock, Gate No. 6

New Del hi 110 011, India

Tel egranms: Prine Mnister, New Del hi, India
Sal utation: Dear Prinme Mnister

M Jyoti Basu

Chi ef M nister of Wst Bengal

O fice of the Chief Mnister

Witers Building

Cal cutta 600 001

West Bengal, India

Faxes: + 91 33 266 444

Tel egrams: Chief Mnister, Wst Bengal, India
Sal utation: Dear Chief Mnister

COPI ES TO
M S B Chavan

M ni ster of Home Affairs
M nistry of Home Affairs

Nort h Bl ock
New Del hi 110 001
I ndi a

M Pranab Mikherjee
M ni ster of External Affairs
M nistry of External Affairs

Sout h Bl ock
New Del hi 110 011
I ndi a

and to diplomatic representatives of India accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 30 June 1996.



