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UA 396/90 Reported Extrajudicia
Executi ons 3 Oct ober 1990
| NDI A: Gul am Rasool Malik

Gul am Nabi Shapoo

At least 15 civilians have reportedly been killed by nmenmbers of the
Border Security Force (BSF) in Kashmir in retaliation for the nurder
of one of their coll eagues by arned Kashmri separatists on 1 Cctober
1990. Those killed include Gul am Rasool Malik, a former |egislator of
the Jammu and Kashnir state assenbly, who, relatives said, was
dragged out of his house by nenbers of the BSF and shot on the road.
They al so included Gul am Nabi Shapoo, who was apparently killed in
the sane manner. A |ocal shopkeeper said he saw how troops stopped
himin the street and forced himto sit down on the pavenment and
added: "then they just shot himin the head and threw himinto a
burni ng shop”. According to local officials, one policeman was al so
killed when he tried to stop the BSF nmen fromsetting fire to |loca
bui l di ngs. They al so said that the BSF obstructed their efforts to
put out the fire.

Two | ocal policenen, Shabir Ahmed and Gul am Mbhamred, said they were
guardi ng the post office when they saw the BSF nen setting buil dings
on fire with petrol and gunpowder. They were briefly held by the BSF
but then rel eased. According to a report fromUnited News of India of
2 October, at |east 15 people were killed and over 350 houses and
shops set on fire. Local officials have expressed fears that nore
bodi es m ght be recovered fromthe burning houses and that the death
toll could rise. The killings took place in Handwara, a town 75 km
nort hwest of the state's capital Srinagar.

The killings inmediately foll owed an attack by armed Kashmiri
separatists on two nenbers of the BSF who were shopping in the town,
killing one of them Ashok Kumar. J.N. Saxena, Kashmir's Director
General of Police, has denied that the civilians were deliberately
killed by nmenbers of the BSF and said that they were killed in cross-
fire between nmenbers of the BSF and militant secessionists. He said
an inquiry conducted by two deputy police inspectors had been

i nsti gat ed.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Since early 1990, there has been an increasingly violent canpaign for
i ndependence in Kashmr. Arnmed separatists have ki dnapped and kil l ed
officials, nmenbers of the paranmilitary forces and civilians in their
canpai gn. Ammesty International has repeatedly expressed concern to
the Indi an government about reports of deliberate killings of unarned
civilians by nmenbers of the security forces, about w despread



all egations of torture and rape by the security forces and about
arbitrary arrests of suspected separatists or their relatives. In
Sept enber, the government announced that a screening conmittee would
be set up to exam ne conplaints of excesses by the security forces
and the newy appoi nted Governor, Grish Saxena, has ordered several



i nvestigations into nore recent allegations of such abuses,

in one

case | eading to charges of nurder being brought against the Director

CGeneral of the BSF.

But such investigations have usually

been conducted by police or other officials rather than by an

i ndependent and inpartia

body. Amesty Internationa

does not know

of any cases in which officials allegedly responsible for such human
rights violations have been brought to justice and convicted

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel egr ans/ express and airmail

- expressing concern at reports that
Forces have taken people out of their

letters:

menbers of the Border Security
houses or fromthe road in

Handwara on 1 October and deliberately shot them

- welconing reports that the governnent
a conprehensive inquiry by an
and i ndependent body, the results of which should be

and urging that anyone found guilty of
killings be brought to justice;

i nvestigation but urging it to order
i mpartia
promptly published,
extraj udicial

is carrying out an

- urging that inmediate steps are taken to ensure that those
potentially inplicated are renmoved from any position of control or
power over conplainants, witnesses and their relatives as well as

t hose conducting the investigation.
APPEALS TO

Hi s Excel | ency

M G rish Saxena

Governor of Jammu and Kashmr
O fice of the Governor

Sri nagar

Janmu and Kashmir

I ndi a

Tel egrans: Governor Janmu and Kashmir
Srinagar, India

COPI ES TO

Mufti Mohammad Sayeed

M ni ster of Honme Affairs
Mnistry OF Hone Affairs

Nort h Bl ock
New Del hi 110001
I ndi a

and to diplomatic representatives of

Hi s Excel | ency

Prime Mnister V P Singh
Office of the Prinme Mnister
South Bl ock, Gate No. 6

New Del hi 110011

I ndi a

Tel egr ans:
Prime Mnister Singh,
New Del hi, India

M | K Qjra

M nister of External Affairs
M nistry of External Affairs
Sout h Bl ock

New Del hi 110011

I ndi a

India in your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Pl ease check with the Internationa

Secretariat, or your section office,
Novemrber |990.

i f sending appeals after 14



