EXTERNAL Al I ndex: ASA 20/23/96
22 May 1996
Further information (2) on EXTRA 43/96 (ASA 20/12/96, 21 March 1996) and

foll owup (ASA 20/18/96, 7 May 1996) - Fear of Ill-treatnent / Arbitrary
Arrest / Medical concern

| NDI A 188 Bhut anese people fromrefugee canps in eastern Nepa
new i nci dent: 90 Bhutanese detai nees beaten at Berhanpur
Central Jai

Amesty International is concerned at reports that on 3 May 1996,

approxi mately 90 Bhut anese peopl e detai ned at Berhanpur Central Jail, West
Bengal , were beaten with lathis (wei ghted banboo canes) by jail guards. At
| east 50 people were reported injured, 12 of them seriously. Two detai nees
had to be hospitalized; Ahok Bharati suffered a serious head injury and
Durga Bahadur Chhetri a fractured | eg.

The incident apparently happened when the detainees tried to | odge a
conplaint with the Jail Superintendent about the beating of two detainees
the previous day. Wen the detai nees approached the jail warden to pass on
the conplaint, he reportedly raised the alarmresulting in several jai
guards arriving on the scene with lathis. The beatings stopped only when
the Jail Superintendent hinself arrived and intervened.

Most of the 792 Bhut anese people fromrefugee canps in eastern Nepa
detained at three jails - Jalpaiguri, Siliguri and Berhanpur - in West
Bengal , I ndia, have been held for over two nonths w thout charge or trial
Ammesty International continues to be concerned that they are being held in
violation of their right to freedom of expression and their right to
peaceful assenbly and is calling for their inmediate and unconditiona

rel ease, unless they are to be charged imediately with a recogni zabl e
crimnal offence.

Fol |l owi ng appeals to the authorities in India in early May after detainees
at Jal paiguri Jail conplaining about inadequate provision of food were
beaten by jail guards, conditions at the jail are reported to have

i mproved.

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/ express/
airmail letters in English or in your own | anguage:

- welconing reports that conditions at Jal paiguri Jail have inproved;

- expressing concern at reports that approxi mately 90 Bhut anese people were
were beaten with lathis by guards at Behranpur Jail, West Bengal, on 3 My,
and calling for an i medi ate i ndependent and inpartial investigation into

t he incident;

- requesting i mediate nedical treatnment for all the detainees who suffered
injuries, if this has not already been provided;

- seeking assurances that Bhutanese peopl e detained at Behranpur Jail will
not be subjected to further ill-treatnent;

i f possible also:
- urging that the conditions of detention of Bhutanese people held at

Behranput Jail remain in accordance with the Body of Principles for the
Protection of Al Persons under Any Form of Detention or I|nprisonnent;



- urging that the 792 Bhutanese people detained in Indian jails be
i medi ately and unconditionally rel eased unless charged i mediately with a
recogni zabl e crim nal offence.

APPEALS TO

Prime Mnister

Atal Bihari Vajpayee

Prime Mnister of India

O fice of the Prime Mnister

Sout h Bl ock

New Del hi 110001, India

Faxes: +91 11 301 9817

Tel egrams: Prine Mnister, New Del hi, India
Sal utation: Dear Prinme M nister

Chief Mnister of Wst Bengal

Jyoti Basu

O fice of the Chief Mnister

Witers Building

Cal cutta 600 001

West Bengal, India

Faxes: +91 33 266 444

Tel egranms: Chief Mnister, Wst Bengal, India
Sal ut ati on: Dear Chief Mnister

COPI ES TO

M nister of Honme Affairs
Manohar Joshi

M nistry of Home Affairs
Nort h Bl ock

New Del hi 110001, India

M nister of External Affairs
Si kander Bakht

M nistry of External Affairs
Sout h Bl ock

New Del hi 110001, India

and to diplomatic representatives of India accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 19 June 1996.



