EXTERNAL Al I ndex: ASA 20/30/96
20 June 1996
Further information (3) on EXTRA 43/96 (ASA 20/12/96, 21 March 1996) and

foll owup (ASA 20/18/96, 7 May 1996 and ASA 20/23/96, 22 May 1996) - Fear
of Ill-treatnment / Arbitrary Arrest / Medical Concern

I NDI A 188 Bhut anese people fromrefugee canps in eastern Nepa
new i ncident: Over 100 Bhutanese people beaten during funera
processi on

Ammesty International is concerned at reports that, on 19 June 1996, over
100 Bhut anese people taking part in a funeral procession were injured after
havi ng been beaten with lathis (wei ghted banboo canes) by a group of
approximately 30 police officers of the West Bengal Police. Five people
were reported seriously injured and were admitted to hospital for
treatment. Ram Bahadur Rai was hit on the head, Gyanu Kumari Koirala (f)
suffered a dislocated shoul der and Tek Bir Chhetri, Ram Bhandari and
Chandra Bahadur Chuwan have suspected internal injuries and shock

The funeral procession of about 300 people had set off from Panchanadi
Siliguri District, acconpanying the body of Baburam Shengden towards the

| ndo- Bhut an border. It was reportedly heading towards Bhutan in order to
fulfil the dead man's | ast wi shes that his funeral rites be conducted in
Bhut an. When the procession reached the bridge at Mahananda, on the border
bet ween Japl pai guri and Darjeeling Districts, it was stopped by a police
barri cade across the road. Police reportedly refused requests fromthe

| eaders of the procession to be allowed to continue and when the marchers
noved forward onto the bridge, police officers armed with lathis began to
beat them

Babur am Shengden was a Buddhi st, originally from Bhutan, who had been
living in the refugee canps in eastern Nepal since 1992. The 50-year-old
refugee died in Behranpur Central Jail, Wst Bengal on 13 June. He had been
in prison since 28 March 1996, when he was arrested together with 189
others by the West Bengal police while participating in a peaceful march

In total, 945 Bhutanese people are currently detained at four jails in West
Bengal for participating in a series of marches organi zed since early 1996.
Ammesty International continues to call for their i mediate and

uncondi tional release unless they are to be charged with a recogni zabl e
crimnal offence.

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/ express/
airmail letters in English or in your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that approximtely 100 Bhut anese people were injured,
two of them seriously, after being beaten with lathis by the Wst Benga
police while participating in a funeral procession on the Mahananda Bri dge
on the border of Jal paiguri and Darjeeling Districts on 19 June 1996;

- calling for an i medi ate i ndependent and inpartial investigation into the
i nci dent;

- seeking assurances that all Bhutanese peopl e detained at Behranpur,
Siliguri, Jalpaiguri and Alipurdurwar jails in West Bengal be given urgent
and appropriate nedical treatnment where necessary;

i f possible also:



- urging that the conditions of detention at jails in India are inplenmented
in accordance with the Body of Principles for the Protection of Al Persons
under Any Form of Detention or |nprisonment;

- urging that the 945 Bhutanese people detained in Indian jails be

i medi ately and unconditionally rel eased unless pronptly charged with a
recogni zabl e crim nal offence.

APPEALS TO

Prime Mnister

M H D Deve Gowda

Prime Mnister of India and M nister
of Home Affairs

O fice of the Prime Mnister

Gate No 6, South Bl ock

New Del hi

110001, India

Faxes: +91 11 301 9817

Tel egrams: Prine Mnister, New Del hi, India
Sal utation: Dear Prinme M nister

Chief Mnister of Wst Bengal

M Jyoti Basu

O fice of the Chief Mnister

Witers Building

Cal cutta 600 001

West Bengal, India

Faxes: +91 33 266 444

Tel egranms: Chief Mnister, Wst Bengal, India
Sal ut ati on: Dear Chief Mnister

COPI ES TO

M nister of External Affairs
M | K GQujral

M ni ster of External Affairs
Sout h Bl ock

New Del hi 110 001, India

and to diplomatic representatives of India accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 18 July 1996.



