PUBLI C Al I ndex: ASA 23/17/99

UA 266/ 99 Fear for safety 6 COct ober 1999

CAMBODI A Lon Phon MP

Amesty International fears for the safety of Lon Phon, a National Assenbly
menber for Battanmbang Province, fromthe opposition Sam Rai nsy Party (SRP).
The 6'" of October, Lon Phon was taken fromhis honme in the capital, Phnom
Penh, at about 6.30pm by four nen, arnmed with AK-47 assault rifles and a
pistol, dressed in nmilitary uniforns, and driving an unmarked car

Canmbodi an police officials have been quoted as saying they believe Lon Phon
may have been ki dnapped. However, Ammesty International is concerned that
Lon Phon may have been arrested by agents of the state. Under Canbodia's
constitution, National Assenbly nenbers have parlianentary immunity and may
not be arrested unless this imunity has been |ifted by the Assenbly.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

In recent weeks, two SRP activists from Battanbang provi nce have been
arrested and accused of involvenent in a rocket attack in Siem Reap

provi nce in Septenber 1998, which the authorities allege was an attenpt to
kill the Prime Mnister, Hun Sen. One of the two men was actually in prison
at the tine of the rocket attack, on unrel ated charges. The two nen are
currently detained in the Mlitary Detention Facility in Phnom Penh, and
the case is proceeding through the Mlitary Court, although the
jurisdiction of this court is legally linited to breaches of nmilitary
discipline. Athird SRP activist fromBattanbang is al so being sought in
connection with these charges.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmail letters in
Engli sh, French or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that Lon Phon was taken from his honme by four arned
men in mlitary unifornms;

- asking the authorities to take all neasures to establish the fate and
wher eabouts of Lon Phon and to ensure his safety;

- noting the fact that Lon Phon is a National Assenbly nmenber and enjoys
parliamentary inmunity.

APPEALS TO

Prime Mnister Hun Sen

O fice of the Prine Mnister

Phnom Penh

Ki ngdom of Canbodi a

Faxes: + 855 23 360666 (if voice, ask for fax)
Tel egr WAsHun Sen, Phnom Penh, Canbodi a

Sal ut alybon: Excel | ency

Deputy Prime Mnister Sar Kheng

O fice of the Council of Mnisters
Phnom Penh

Ki ngdom of Canbodi a

Tel egr s Sar Kheng, Phnom Penh, Canbodi a
Sal ut abDean: Deputy Prime M nister

M nister of Justice Quk Vithun
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O fice of the Council of Mnisters
Phnom Penh

Ki ngdom of Canbodi a

Sal utati on: Dear M nister

COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of Canbodia accredited to your
country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 17 Novenber 1999.



