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EXTRA 34/ 98 Fear of refoul enent 15 May 1998

MALAYSI A 27 Acehnese asyl um seekers

Twenty- seven Acehnese asyl um seekers are in danger of being forcibly
returned to Aceh province in |Indonesia, where they could be at risk of
serious human rights violations, such as "di sappearance", incomrmunicado
detention, torture and extrajudicial execution.

The asyl um seekers were handed over to the Ml aysian police after they
sought refuge in the French, Swi ss and Brunei diplomatic conpounds on 10
April 1998. On 14 May, a senior Ml aysian police officer announced that
they are to be deported.

On 26 March an attenpt to deport Acehnese people held in four detention
canps led to a riot in one of the canps, in which eight Acehnese and one
Mal aysi an policenman died. Sonme of the Acehnese who escaped from the canps
during the operation sought protection in the United Nations High
Conmmi ssi oner for Refugees (UNHCR) conmpound on 30 March, and in the US,

Swi ss, French and Brunei diplonmatic conpounds on 10 April. The UNHCR and
the US authorities have permtted the Achnese to remain in the conpounds
while their clainms to refugee status are bei ng assessed.

The Swi ss, the French, and the Bruneian authorities imedi ately handed over
the asylum seekers in their conmpounds to the Ml aysi an police. The French
government nmade a public statenent |abelling the asylum seekers as econom c
m grants, despite the fact that no assessnent of their individual clainms to
refugee status had apparently been conducted.

International calls for the UNHCR and other nonitors to gain access to
t hese Acehnese have been refused, as have calls for access to a nunber of
ot her Acehnese who have been detained in recent weeks.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Operations to return all undocunented foreigners in Malaysia continue. A
| arge nunber of foreign nationals remain in detention, awaiting return to
their countries. Ammesty International believes that sonme of them nay be
fromcountries where grave human rights violations frequently occur, such
as Algeria, Myanmar and Canbodi a. Yet the Mal aysian authorities refuse to
all ow the UNHCR or any outside observer access to the detention centres.

The around 545 Acehnese who were forcibly returned to Indonesia on 26 March
wer e detained at Rancung detention canmp in Aceh, but the mpjority have
since been rel eased. They do however renmmin under the scrutiny of |oca
mlitary personnel. Fourteen people, alleged by the mlitary to be involved
in separatist activities, are believed to renain in detention for
"re-education". Amesty International has wel coned a decision by the

I ndonesi an authorities to allow future access to Aceh by the Internationa
Committee of the Red Cross (I CRC), and is continuing to seek further

i nformati on about the fate and whereabouts of the fourteen

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmail letters in
Engli sh, French or in your own | anguage:

- urging the Mal aysian authorities to ensure that the 27 Achenese who
entered the French, Swi ss and Brunei diplomatic conpounds, and all other



possi bl e asyl um seekers who could be forcibly returned to their country are
given full and i mmedi ate access to the UNHCR

- urging the Mal aysian authorities to allow the UNHCR and ot her independent
observers full and unhindered access to the detention centres;

- urging the Mal aysian authorities to abide by their obligations under the
princi ple of non refoul ement, and to ensure that no person is returned to a
country where they may be at risk of serious human rights violations;

- calling on the Swiss, French and Brunei authorities to seek assurances
that the Acehnese who entered their diplomatic conmpounds on 10 April 1998
and were subsequently handed over to the Ml aysian police are given access
to the UNHCR and are given protection fromrefoul ement.

APPEALS TGO

Dat o’ Seri Dr Mahathir bin Mhamad

Prime Mnister and M nister of Hone Affairs

Jal an Dat o’ Onn, 50502 Kual a Lunpur, Ml aysia
Telegranms: Prinme Mnister, Kuala Lunmpur, Ml aysia
Faxes: + 60 3 298 4172

Sal utation: Dear Prinme Mnister

M Flavio Cotti, Foreign Mnister

Ei dgenossi sches Department Jur auswarti ge Angel genheiten
Bondeshaus West, 3003 Bern, Switzerland

Fax: + 41 31 3223 237

M H Vendrine, Foreign Mnister

M nistry of Foreign Affairs

37 Quai d' Orsay, 75700 Paris. France
Fax: + 33 1 45516012

Prine Mnister HM Sultan Haji Hassanal Bol kiah Mi'i zzaddi n Waddaul ah
I stana Nural | man

Bandar Seri Bagawan

Brunei Darasassal am

Fax: + 673 2 241 717

COPI ES TO

Dato’ Seri Anwar |brahim

Deputy Prime M nister and M nister of Finance
Jal an Dato’ Onn, 50502 Kual a Lunpur, Ml aysia
Faxes: + 60 3 230 1051

and to diplomatic representatives of Ml aysia accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 26 June 1998.



