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UA 04/ 00 Arbitrary detention/fear of torture 6 January 2000
MALDI VES Umar Janal
| brahi m Ahmed Mani ku ] parliamentary candi dates

Abdul Rasheed

Three parlianentary candidates detained in the run up to [ ast Novenber’s
el ections have reportedly been tortured and ill-treated in custody.

Al three were detained solely on account of their peaceful canpaigning
agai nst candi dates cl osely associated with the government, in violation of
their right to freedom of expression and assenbly. They are not reported to
have committed any recogni zably crimnal offence: Amesty International has
witten to the governnent to ask why the men were arrested, but has
received no reply. Amesty International is calling for their inmrediate and
uncondi tional rel ease.

Urar Janmal, a well-known politician and parlianmentary candi date for the
southern GD Atoll, was detained at his house on 29 Cctober 1999 at 3am
after an argunment with a rival candidate closely linked to the governnent.
He was taken to Dhooni dhoo detention centre w thout being told why he was
bei ng detained. There are fears that he is being tortured there.

| brahi m Ahnmed Mani ku and Abdul Rasheed, two parlianmentary candi dates from
Thaa Atoll, have been detained since early Novenber, when they were
arrested because of their peaceful canpaigning. According to reports they
were first taken to Dhooni dhoo detention centre, where they were deprived
of sleep for several days, being forced to sit on stools in rain and stornms
and beaten every tinme they fell asleep. Recent reports suggest that they
have been transferred to house arrest and told that they will be charged
with instigating unrest against the government, a charge that carries a
maxi num penalty of 15 years bani shment [exile to a renote island]. They may
be at risk of further ill-treatnent.

BACKGROUND | NFORMVATI ON

A presidential election in Cctober 1998 endorsed Maunoon Abdul CGayoom as
president for the fifth termin office. In the partyless parlianentary

el ections of 19 Novenber 1999 a nunber of independent candidates ran

agai nst candi dates known to be close to the President. Amesty
International received persistent reports from around m d- Novenber t hat
peopl e were being detained either for carrying out peaceful canpaigning in
support of independent candi dates or for expressing views critical of

candi dates cl osely associated with the Government of Ml dives. Estinmates of
t he nunber of detainees vary froma dozen to over 100. A significant nunber
of the detainees are still believed to be held w thout charge or trial

Sone have reportedly been ill-treated.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnail
letters in English or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern at the arbitrary detention of parlianmentary candi dates
Umar Janal, |brahi m Ahned Mani ku and Abdul Rashi d;

- expressing concern at reports that they have been tortured and ill -

treat ed;

- appealing for their inmediate and unconditional release;



- urging that any torture or ill-treatnent of these men stops i mediately,
that an inpartial, independent and conpetent inquiry is initiated and those
responsi bl e are brought to justice.

APPEALS TO

Presi dent Maunobon Abdul Gayoom

The President's Pal ace,

Maaf annu Theenuge,

Mal e 2002

Republic of Ml dives

Tel egrans: Presi dent Gayoom Mal di ves
Faxes: + 960 32 55 00

Sal utation: Dear President Gayoom

COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of the Maldives accredited to your
country. If there is none, to: Mldives H gh Conm ssioner, 25 Mel bourne
Avenue, Col ombo, Sri Lanka, Fax: + 94 1 581 200.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 17 February 2000.



