PUBLI C Al I ndex: ASA 29/001/2001

UA 190/ 01 “Di sappearance” / Prisoner of Conscience 27 July 2001

REPUBLI C OF MALDI VES Abdul | a Shakir [nm, MP for Male’ Atol

Ammesty International is concerned for the safety of Abdulla Shakir, a
nmenber of parlianment for Male’ Atoll, who has “di sappeared” after
reportedly being arrested.

Abdul I a Shakir was apparently arrested on 18 July. H s whereabouts are
currently unknown. It is thought he was arrested solely for exercising his
right to freedom of expression. Amesty International believes himto be a
pri soner of conscience.

Abdul I a Shakir was anong the signatories to a petition handed over to the
M nister of Home Affairs on 28 February, requesting perm ssion to set up a
political party in the Mldives, the Ml divian Denocratic Party. Currently,
t he governnent does not recognize any political parties or allow themto
function. Anmong the 42 signatories were three other nmenbers of parlianent,
acadenics, intellectuals and businessnen.

The M nistry reportedly referred the matter to Parlianent on 17 June,
seeking its recommendati on on applications for the registration of
political parties. The parlianment does not appear to have taken a deci sion
on the matter yet. However, follow ng Abdulla Shakir's arrest, there are
fears that other signatories nmay al so be arrested

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The parlianent (known as the Majlis or Ctizens’ Council) has 50 nenbers.
Ei ght of these are appointed by the President, two elected by the people of
Mal e’ and two el ected fromeach of the 20 atolls.

I n Novenber 1997 the President of the Maldives ratified a new Constitution
whi ch cane into effect on 1 January 1998. Articles 25, 26 and 27 of the
Constitution enshrines rights to freedom of expression, including the right
"to formclubs and organi zations as long as they are not prohibited by the
laws related to preserving the independence of the Ml dives, and

mai nt ai ni ng public peace".

In April 2001, Amesty International wote to President Maunmoon Abdu
Gayoom seeking his assurances that the rights of those involved in trying
to establish the Ml divian Denocratic Party are respected, and that none of
the signatories will be harassed by governnent officials because of their
to formthis party. To date, Ammesty International has received no reply to
its letter.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible
in English or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that Abdulla Shakir, MP for Male’ Atoll, has

“di sappeared” after reportedly being arrested;

- asking the authorities to establish and nake public his whereabouts;

- expressing concern that he appears to have been arrested solely for
exercising his right to freedom of expression

- urging the authorities that if, as it appears, Abdulla Shakir has been
arrested solely for being part of a group that is seeking to establish a
political party, he be rel eased i nmedi ately and unconditionally;



- urging the authorities to ensure that none of the signatories to the
application to register the Maldivian Denocratic Party are subjected to any
form of harassment by governnent officials.

APPEALS TO

Presi dent Maunobon Abdul Gayoom

The President’s Pal ace

Maaf annu Theenuge

Mal e 2002

Republic of Ml dives

Tel egrans: Presi dent Gayoom Mal di ves
Faxes: + 960 32 55 00

Sal utation: Dear President Gayoom

COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of the Republic of Ml dives
accredited to your country. If there are none, please copy you appeal s to:

The Mal di ves H gh Commi ssi oner
25 Mel bour ne Avenue

Col onbo

Sri Lanka

Fax: + 94 1 581 200

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 6 Septenber 2001



