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PAKI STAN GOVERNMENT FAILS TO LIVE UP TO HUMAN RI GHTS RHETORI C

I sl amabad -- A del egation from Amesty International’s
International Secretariat today conpleted a round of high |evel

tal ks with governnment mnisters, senior officials,
parlianmentarians and | egal authorities on the organisation s human
rights concerns in Pakistan.

The del egation noted the many positive statenents the
Paki stan Governnment has made internationally about its commtnent
to i nmproved human rights protection and pronotion in the country.
Regrettably, however, the delegation found that this rhetoric was
not matched by the reality on the ground.

The del egation recogni sed that the governnent is making sone
genuine efforts to inprove | aws and strengthen safeguards with a
view to curbing human rights violations. These include the
ratification of the Convention for the Elimnation of
Di scrim nati on Agai nst Wonen, the partial abolition of flogging
and the proposed abolition of the death penalty for children under
16.

However, the del egati on was shocked at the conplacency wth
whi ch governnment mnisters and officials acknow edged that torture
is afact of life in Pakistan. In its subm ssion to the
government, the delegation docunented instances of torture, rape
and deaths in police custody across Paki stan. The del egation al so
rai sed concerns about extra-judicial executions which continue
t hroughout the country.

The del egation detected few signs of any sincere political
will to tackle these pernicious and w despread problens at their
root -- the inmpunity of offenders. Despite the governnent’s stated
comm tnment to prosecute any officer found responsible for crines
such as torture, next to none have, to Amesty International’s
know edge, been convicted. The del egation stressed that
adm ni strative disciplinary neasures such as dism ssal, denotion
and transfer were not sufficient, Crimnal offences warrant
crimnal penalties. Until justice is seen to be done in this way,
the cycle of inmpunity will continue.

The del egation provided government mnisters with details of
127 extrajudicial executions and deaths in custody recorded in the
period from January 1995 to the present. It welconed the
government’s promi se to provide witten comrents on the status of
i nvestigations into each and every case. The del egati on noted,
however, that Amesty International had received responses on only
seven of 120 such cases it had raised with the governnent | ast
year, nost of which had been unconvincing and unsati sfactory.



The del egation registered its concern about continued use of
| egislation to bring charges against individuals for the non-
violent practice of their religion. In sonme of these cases, the
government itself was the conplainant. Anyone so detained is a
pri soner of conscience and should be inmedi ately and
unconditional ly rel eased.

The del egati on was di sappointed at the w despread support for
the death penalty it found anmong nenbers of the governnent,
opposition parties and the |l egal profession. It pressed for the
abolition of the death penalty, if not in lawthen at least in
practice.

In view of this apparent gap between rhetoric and reality,
Amesty International calls on the Pakistan Governnent to show
good faith by:

C tackling the inmpunity of human rights violators in a
systemati c way, by investigating, prosecuting and convicting
al |l offenders;

C t aki ng pronpt steps to bring Pakistan’ s | aws conprehensively
into line with the requirenents of the newy-ratified
Convention for the Elimnation of Discrimnation Against
Wonen;

C strengt heni ng and i npl enenti ng substantive safeguards to
prevent m suse of blaspheny | aws, and taking steps to protect
menbers of mnority groups;

C ensuring neticul ous adherence to all |egal safeguards with
respect to arrest and detention of political prisoners;
C as a first step towards abolition of the death penalty,

i ntroducing a noratoriumon all executions and reducing the
nunber of offences for which it can be inposed;

C ratifying international human rights treaties, beginning with
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and
t he Convention Against Torture.

The del egation, |led by Deputy Secretary General Hervé Berger,
i ncl uded Asia Program Director Rory Mingoven and Paki stan
researcher Dr Angelika Pathak. In Islambad, the del egation net
with Chief Justice Sajjad Ali Shah, Interior Mnister Naseerull ah
Babar, Law M nister N D Khan, Senator-in-charge of Human Ri ghts
Affairs Igbal Haider, Attorney General Kazi Jam |, menbers of the
Senate Standing Conmittee on Human Rights, Secretaries of Foreign
Affairs, the Wonen’s Division, Mnority Affairs and Reli gi ous
Affairs, Commander of the Pakistan National Police Acadeny and
Head of the FIA and nenbers of the Supreme Court Bar Association.

The del egation regretted that Prine Mnister Benazir Bhutto
was unable to find tine to receive them in view of her stated
conmitnment to human rights. Prior to visiting |Islamabad, the
del egation net with opposition parties, human rights non-



government al organi sations and representatives of mnority groups
in Lahore.

The del egation had previously nmet with nmenbers of the MM
(Altaf) | eadership in London to express deep concern about human
rights abuses conmitted by the organisation’s followers, including
hostage taking, torture and arbitrary killings. It called on the
MM (A) and all arnmed groups to take steps to ensure the adherence
to basic standards of humanitarian law in pursuing their politica
obj ecti ves.

In its meetings with both governnment and opposition parties,
the del egation called for an end to the cycle of politica
victimsation which had for so | ong wacked Paki stani politica
life and seen each side misuse the | aw agai nst politica
opponents. It urged all parties to contribute constructively to
debate on human rights reforns and to advance positive platforns
on human rights.
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