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SRl LANKA Si nnat hanby Pradeepan
Poopal ar at nam Arul ramesh
Qunasekaran Sat hi yaseel an
Sam t hanby Eswar an
Ganesh Chandrakant han (kill ed)

Pol i ce have arrested five young nmen on suspicion of involvenent with the
arnmed opposition group Liberation Tigers of Tami| Eelam (LTTE). One is
known to have died in custody, and the others are believed to have been
severely tortured.

The five | abourers were arrested on 4 June in Trinconalee district, in the
east of the country, and taken to Kantalai police station. The LTTE is
fighting for an independent state, which it calls Eelam in the north and
east of Sri Lanka.

The men's parents tried to visit themthe next norning, but police chased
them away. The next day, Kantalai police were seen taking Poopal arat nam
Arul ramesh to his house, together w th Sinnathanby Pradeepan. Both nen
appeared to have been badly tortured: Sinnathanby Pradeepan was bl eedi ng
fromhis nouth and had open wounds on his shoul ders, and Poopal ar at nam
Arul ramesh had difficulty wal ki ng.

In the morning of 7 June, police told Ganesh Chandrakanthan’s fam ly that
he had been killed when he set off a grenade at the time of his arrest. The
police refused to rel ease the body unless his relatives signed a statenent
confirmng that Ganesh Chandrakant han was an LTTE nenber. The rel atives
refused, and the body is believed to remain at the Kantal ai hospita
nortuary.

BACKGROUND | NFORMVATI ON

Torture has been widespread in Sri Lanka for many years. Ammesty

I nternational has obtained many testinonies of torture, corroborated by
nmedi cal certificates.

Many of the recent reports of torture are linked to the conflict between
the security forces and the LTTE. The fighting in the northern Jaffna

peni nsul a i ncreased sharply in April this year, and since then there has
been an increase in reports of torture, including reports fromelsewhere in
the country.

After this increase in violence, the governnment issued new Energency
Regul ati ons on 3 May, under which the security forces have w der powers to
arrest and detain suspects. A suspect nay now be held in preventive
detention for up to a year, w thout being produced before a court, on the
orders of the Defence Secretary. Anyone arrested in connection with a
possi bl e of fence agai nst these regul ations can be held for up to 90 days if
arrested in the north or east of the country, or 30 days el sewhere, before
bei ng produced before a magi strate. Under the previ ous Enmergency
Regul ati ons such suspects could be held for 60 and 21 days respectively.
Suspects can al so be held for up to 18 nonths under the Prevention of
Terrorism Act. The increase in the maxi mum period of detention has put
prisoners at greater risk of abuse in custody.
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RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmail letters in
Engl i sh or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern for the safety of Sinnathanby Pradeepan, Poopal arat nam
Arul ramesh, Qunasekaran Sat hi yaseel an and Sam t hanby Eswaran, who have
reportedly been tortured in police custody at Kantalai, Trinconalee
district;

- expressing concern that another man arrested with themis reported to
have died in Kantalai police custody, and that police are refusing to

rel ease his body unless his relatives sign a statement confirmng he is a
nenber of the LTTE;

- urging the authorities to undertake full and inmredi ate investigations
into these reports and take the necessary steps to bring those responsible
to justice;

- urging the authorities to grant the detai nees access to any nedi ca
treatnent they may require, and to their famlies and | awers;

- expressing concern about the increased powers given to the security
forces to arrest and detain suspects under the new Energency Regul ations.

APPEALS TO

Presi dent Chandri ka Bandar anai ke Kumar at unga

Presidential Residence, "Tenple Trees", Colonbo 3, SR LANKA
Tel egrans: President Kumaratunga, Col onbo, Sri Lanka

Faxes: + 94 1 44 66 57

Sal utation: Your Excellency

| nspect or CGeneral of Police Lakshman Kodituwaka

Pol i ce Headquarters, New Secretariat, Colonbo 1, SR LANKA
Tel egrans: | nspector General Police, Colonbo, Sri Lanka
Faxes: + 94 1 43 89 15

Sal utation: Dear |nspector General

COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of Sri Lanka accredited to your
country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 20 July 2000.



