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EXTRA 28/ 02 Death penalty/Legal Concern/ 12 April 2002
Fear of inmm nent execution

TAI WAN Hsu Tzu-chiang (m
(REPUBLI C OF CHI NA)

Hsu Tzu-chi ang faces an i mm nent execution follow ng the Suprene Court’s
rejection on 21 March, of his appeal against a death sentence for

ki dnappi ng and nurder. He has al ways nmi ntained his i nnocence and his only
hope is that the State Public Prosecutor General, nmakes another

extraordi nary appeal to the Supreme Court on his behalf.

In the neantinme, the execution order may be sent to the Mnister of
Justice, Chen Ding-nan for signature. Execution is usually carried out
within a few days of the Mnister of Justice giving his approval. In My
2001, M nister Chen Ding-nan had stated that he hoped to abolish the death
penalty in three years’ tine.

Hsu was sentenced to death by the Suprenme Court on 27 April 2000 for a
crime comritted in 1995. He was inplicated on the basis of testinmony from
his two all eged acconplices, one of whom has provided a signhed statenent to
Hsu's relatives stating that Hsu had nothing to do with the crine and that
he incrimnated Hsu because he had a grudge against him

The Judi ci al Reform Foundation has stated Hsu Tzu- Chiang’s conviction is
based on weak evidence. In the Taipei Tines, Joseph Lin, President of the
foundation stated that “It would violate human rights if you sentence
sonmebody to death when there are still unanswered questions wouldn't it?”

The Judi ci al Reform Foundati on, supported Hsu's case after the Human Ri ghts
Committee of the Control Yuan, conducted an investigation and indicated
flaws in the courts handling of this case. They petitioned the State
Public Prosecutor CGeneral four times to pursue an extraordi nary appeal on
Hsu's behalf with no results. The fifth petition resulted in |ast year’s
appeal to the Supreme Court to review Hsu's case. This was rejected |ast
nont h.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The death penalty is in force in Taiwan for a wi de range of offences. At

| east 17 people were executed in 2000 and at |least 10 in 2001. Amesty

I nternational opposes the death penalty in all cases, on the grounds that
it constitutes the ultimate formof torture and i nhuman puni shnent and t hat
it violates the right to life.

Many people in Taiwan support the use of the death penalty, especially
those who work in the judicial system Prisoners on death row are shackl ed
at the feet. They are allowed visitors but this is limted to fanlies,

| awyers and i nvestigation units.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible,
in English, Chinese or your own | anguage:

-urging the State Public Prosecutor General to issue an extraordinary
appeal on Hsu Tzu-chiang’s behal f;

-urging the Control Yuan and the Mnister of Justice to order a review of
the case following reports that the trial did not conformto internationa
st andar ds;
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-expressing uncondi tional opposition to the death penalty on the grounds
that it constitutes the ultimate form of torture and i nhuman puni shment and
that it violates the right to life;

-calling on the authorities to abolish the death penalty in law and to
suspend all executions until abolition is effective in |aw

APPEALS TO

M nister of Justice

CHEN Di ng- nan

M ni ster of Justice

M nistry of Justice

130 Chungching S.Road, Sec 1

Tai pei 10036

Tai wan

Tel egram Justice Mnister, Taipei, Taiwan
Fax: + 886 2 2389 6759/2331 9102

Sal utation: Dear Mnister

State Public Prosecutor Genera

Lu Jen-fa

State Public Prosecutor Genera

c/o Mnistry of Justice

130 Chungching S.Road, Sec 1

Tai pei 10036

Tai wan

Tel egram State Public Prosecutor General, Taipei, Taiwan
Fax: + 886 2 2389 6759/2331 9102

Sal utati on: Dear State Public Prosecutor General

Pr esi dent

Presi dent CHEN Shui - bi an

O fice of the President

Chi ehshou Hal

122 Chungking S. Road, Sec 1

Tai pei 100

Tai wan

Tel egram President CHEN Shui - bi an, Taipei, Taiwan
Fax: + 886 2 2331 1604

Sal ut ati on: Dear President

COPI ES TO

TI EN Hung- mao

M nistry of Foreign Affairs
2 Chi ehshou Road

Tai pei 10016

Tai wan

Fax: + 886 2 2314 4972

Tai wan Associ ation for Human Ri ghts
No. 3, 9th Floor, Lane 25, Sec 3
Hsi n- sheng S. Road,

Tai pei

Tai wan

Fax: + 886 2 2363 6102



Joseph Lin, President, Judicial Reform Foundation
7th Floor, No.3, Lane 90, Sungchi ang Road

Tai pei 104

Fax: + 886 2 2531 9373

email: twjrf @eed. net.tw

and to diplomatic representatives of Taiwan (Republic of China) accredited
to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY.



