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SOLOVON | SLANDS Mat t hew Wal e
Jul i an Treadaway, academi c

Gunnen have threatened and attacked prom nent citizens who have called for civi
society to be allowed to play a role in the peace process now underway in the Sol onp
I sl ands’ two-year ethnic conflict, and who have publicly opposed a bl anket ammesty
for those involved in the conflict, which has left nore than 100 peopl e dead.

Peace tal ks have been underway on and off for the past year between the governnent
and the rival ethnic armed groups involved in the conflict, including the

param litary Ml aita Eagle Force (MEF), which is supported by sections of the police
The MEF led a coup in June 2000, forcing the Prine Mnister to resign and forcing thi
parliament to forma new governnment. The new Prinme M nister pronised to consider an
amesty for the arned groups involved in the conflict, as an incentive for a cease-
fire.

So far civil society groups have |largely been excluded fromthe peace negoti ations.
I n August the Sol omon |slands Christian Association organi sed a “National Peace
Conference”, attended by civil society organisations, which called for fundanenta
human rights to be respected, and warned agai nst a bl anket amesty, in a communi qué
i ssued on 29 August.

The | eader of the MEF expressed his “unhappiness” with the communiqué in a letter to
the chairman of the Christian Association. Since then MEF gunnmen are believed to havi
attacked or threatened several of those who took part.

One of the nore outspoken participants in the conference, who called for civi
society to be given an active role in the peace tal ks, was Matthew Wal e, a manager
fromMlaita island. His famly was attacked at his hone by gunnmen, believed to be
MEF nmenbers, on the night of 8 Septenber. Hi s cousin was severely beaten, and the
gunnen stol e valuables, in an apparent punishnent attack for Matthew Wale's role in
t he conference.

Fol l owi ng the conference, MEF nenbers have threatened the Director of the University
of the South Pacific Centre, Julian Treadaway, for his plans to hold a public forum
to discuss the proposed amesty. MEF gunnmen have al so reportedly threatened to burn
down the university centre should the planned public forum go ahead.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

All sides to the ethnic conflict in the Sol onobns have been responsi ble for human

ri ghts abuses and violations, and so far there has been al nost conplete inpunity for
all those responsible. Amesty International is particularly concerned at violations
of Conmon Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions, which forbids governments and arned
groups alike to torture or deliberately kill civilians taking no part in hostilities
to harmthose who are wounded, captured or seeking to surrender, or to take hostages

A climate of fear and | aw essness prevails in and around Honi ara. Yesterday MEF
menbers reportedly fired shots outside the Mnistry of National Unity, Peace and
Reconciliation, and threatened ministry staff.

Ammesty I nternational has explained its opposition to any bl anket ammesty for those
responsi bl e for human rights viol ati ons or abuses, and has urged that any amnesty
shoul d exclude crinminal offences which would constitute human rights violations or
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abuses. (See Amesty International report, Solonon Islands: A forgotten conflict, 7
Sept enber 2000, ASA 43/05/00)

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnai

letters in English or your own | anguage:

To the Mal aita Eagl e Force Comrand:

- expressing concern for the safety of Matthew Wale, Julian Treadaway and ot her
menbers of civil society attenpting to engage in the peace process in the Sol onbn

I sl ands, who are reportedly under threat fromfactions of the Malaita Eagle Force;

- urging the MEF | eadership to issue a clear statenment condeming any vi ol ence or

i ntimdation against civilians;

- appealing to the MEF to i mediately halt attacks on people taking no direct part i
hostilities, by any forces under their control

To the Prime Mnister:

- expressing concern at threats nade by all eged nenbers of the Malaita Eagle Force
agai nst nmenbers of civil society involved in peace initiatives;

- urging the government to publicly condemm any viol ence and intim dation agai nst
civilians, and asking themto do everything within their power to provide protection
from such attacks.

APPEALS TO
Mal ai t a Eagl e Force Comand

Andr ew Nor i
Bri dge Lawyers, Barristers & Solicitors

PO Box 821

Honi ar a

Sol onon | sl ands ( Sout hwest Pacific)
Fax: + 677 20195

Sal utati on: Dear M Nori

The Hon. Mannaseh Sogavare MP

Prime Mnister

O fice of the Prine Mnister

PO Box Gl

Honi ar a,

Sol onon | sl ands (South Pacific)

Tel egrans: Prime Mnister, Solonon Islands
Fax: + 677 26088/ 25470

Sal utati on: Dear Prime M nister

COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of the Sol onon Islands accredited to
your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 25 October 2000.



