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EXTRA 32/ 97 Fear of refoul enent /
Possi bl e prisoner of conscience 11 March 1997
RUSSI A/ TAJI KI STAN Akhmadzhon Makhnudzhanovi ch SAlI DOV

Akhmadzhon Saidov, a retired arny officer and former deputy speaker of the
parliament of Tajikistan, is reported to be at serious risk of refoul enent to
Taji kistan where he is wanted on a possibly politically notivated charge.
Ammesty International fears that if deported to Tajikistan Akhmadzhon Sai dov
may become a prisoner of conscience.

Akhmadzhon Sai dov was Deputy Chairman of the Suprene Soviet (parlianment) of
Tajikistan from1991 to 1992. He clains that his resignationin late 1992 was
in protest at abuse of efforts to organize a national reconciliation
governnment at the height of the civil war in Tajikistan, and the appoi nt nent
of a former convicted crinmnal as Interior Mnister. He alleges that his
subsequent conplaints, as a nenber of parlianent, about msuse of state
property by the Interior Mnistry led to harassnent of hinself and his famly
by |Iaw enforcenent officials. Consequently he left Tajikistan in 1994 and
settled with his famly in Mscow

In August 1996 a warrant for Akhmadzhon Saidov’'s arrest was issued in
Taj i ki stan on charges of "abuse of authority" and "enbezzl enent". There are
strong suspicions that the charges are fabricated, and that the true notive
for bringing themis to puni sh Akhmadzhon Sai dov for his perceived connection
to a group of fornmer senior Tajik government nenbers who announced the
formation of a new political grouping, the National Revival Bloc, at a press
conference i n Moscow days before the warrant was i ssued. Notably, the charges
reportedly relate to the period when Akhmadzhon Saidov was deputy
parliamentary chairman, and there had apparently been no previous attenpt to
bring charges against himin the alnost four years since he resigned that
position. On the basis of the warrant, Akhmadzhon Sai dov was arrested in
Moscow on 7 February 1997. He is currently detained in Moscow and i s fighting
extradition with the assistance of a lawer and with the support of hunman
rights activists in Russia. However, sources in Mdscow have indicated that
a decision on his extradition may be taken very soon by the responsible
Russi an authorities, and as nuch internati onal pressure as possible is needed
totry to prevent this.

Akhrmadzhon Sai dov was born in Uzbekistan and is ethnically Uzbek. He served
in the Soviet arnmy in Russia before being posted to Tajikistan, where he ran
for election to the Suprene Soviet in 1990. Having left Tajikistan in 1994,
the matter of his current citizenship is unresolved. He is laying claimto
Russian citizenship, which, if confirmed, mght significantly increase his
chances of resisting extradition.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Peace tal ks on ending the civil war and opposition insurgency in Tajikistan
have made significant progress since Decenmber 1996, with a nunber of accords
havi ng been reached in principle on achieving national reconciliation. The
National Revival Bloc, having declared itself a "third force" in Tajik
politics following its foundation in July 1996 and havi ng denanded to be party
to the peace negoti ations, has renmi ned margi nali zed and has been kept out of
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the negoti ati ons between the Government of Tajikistan and the United Tajik
Opposi tion.

Akhmadzhon Saidov is the fourth person from Tajikistan within the past year
to have been arrested in Moscow on the basis of warrants issued in Tajikistan
al | egedl y because the wanted person is perceived to be a governnment opponent.
In the three previ ous cases t he detai ned person was eventual ly rel eased by the
Russians (their periods in custody ranged from one day to one nmonth), one
because of considerable international pressure and the others reportedly
because the Tajik side did not satisfy the provisions of the convention
regul ating extraditions between Russia and Taji ki stan

RECOMVENDED ACTION: Please send telegrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airmil
letters in Russian, English or your own | anguage:

To the office of the Procurator Cenera

- urging the Russian authorities not to extradite Akhmadzhon Saidov to
Taj i ki stan, on the grounds that the crim nal charge on which he is sought by
Tajik authorities may be a politically notivated fabrication, and if returned
to Tajikistan he may beconme a prisoner of conscience.

To the Presidential Comm ssion on Citizenship

- urging that urgent consideration be given to the clai mby Akhmadzhon Sai dov
to Russian citizenship.

APPEALS TO

1. The head of the extradition departnment at the Office of the Procurator
General of the Russian Federation, Leonid Yernolayev

Rossi yskaya Federatsiya

103793 g. Moskva K-31

ul. Dimtrovka, d.15a

Prokuratura Rossi yskoy Feder at si

Mezhdunar odnoe pravovoe upravl enie, otdel ekstraditsi

Nachal ni ku YERMOLAYEVU L. V.

Tel egrams: Yernmol ayevu L. V. otdel ekstraditsii, Prokuratura RF, 103760 Myskva,
Rossi ya

Faxes: +7 095 292 8562

Sal utation: Dear M Yernol ayev

2. The Chair of the Conmission on Citizenship under the President of the
Russi an Federation (nanme unknown)

Rossi yskaya Federatsiya

g. Mdskva

Krem

Apparat Prezi denta Rossi yskoy Federat si

Komi ssiya po voprosam grazhdanstva pri Prezidente

Tel egrams: Predsedatel yu, kom ssiya po grazhdanstva, Krem , Mskva, Rossiya
Faxes: +7 095 206 51 73

Sal utati on: Dear Chairman

COPI ES TO

The Procurator Ceneral of the Russian Federation, Yury Skuratov
Rossi yskaya Federatsiya

103793 g. Moskva K-31

ul. Dimtrovka, d.15a

Prokuratura Rossi yskoy Feder at si




Gener al nonu prokuroru Skuratovu Yu.
Faxes: +7 095 925 18 79 or +7 095 292 88 48

The Procurator General of the Republic of Tajikistan, Salom ddin SHAROPOV
Respubl i ka Taji ki stan

734022 g. Dushanbe

prospekt A. Sino, 126

Prokuratura Respubliki Tajikistan

Gener al nonmu prokuroru

SHAROPOVU S

The Mnister of Foreign Affairs of Tajikistan, Tal bak NAZAROV
Respubl i ka Taji ki stan

734051 g. Dushanbe

M D Respubli ki Tajikistan

M ni stru NAZAROVU T.

Fax: +7 3772 23 29 64 or +7 3772 21 02 59

and to diplomatic representatives of RUSSI A and TAJI KI STAN accredited to your
country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, or
your section office, if sending appeals after 16 April 1997.



