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UA 66/91 DEATH SENTENCE 26 February 1991
ALBANI A YIIi MEMA
According to a report on Tirana radio on 19 February 1991, YIli Mema was

sentenced to death by a mlitary court in the town of Bajram Curri in
northern Al bania. Together with two other nen, he was arrested on 9 January
1991 after they killed two border guards at the border point of Qeremwhile
attenpting to cross the border into Yugoslavia. Ylli Mema and his co-

def endants were al so charged with terrorism theft, illegal border-crossing
and (in the case of Mena) with avoiding mlitary service. H's two co-

def endants were sentenced to 20 and 12 years' inprisonment respectively.

All three nmen are from Korg¢a in southern Al bani a.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

In May 1990 the scope of the death penalty was restricted under anmendnents
to the crimnal code. Wonen may no | onger be sentenced to death. The nunber
of offences punishable by death has been reduced from 34 to 11. These

i nclude treason, espionage, terrorismand preneditated nmurder, as well as
certain econonm c, non-violent offences. According to official statenents,
bet ween 1980 and 1990 four death sentences were inposed for politica

of fences and three or four people were sentenced to death every year for
ordinary crimes. Unofficial sources have stated that their corpses were
sonmeti nmes publicly exhibited.

By | aw, the Suprene Court hears appeal s agai nst death sentences
within 10 days of receipt of the case and reviews all death sentences even
if no appeal is nmade. If the death sentence is confirned by the Suprene
Court, the defendant mmy petition for clenency to the Presidium of the
Peopl e's Assenbly; this body must in any case exam ne and approve all death
sentences before they are carried out. Execution may be by shooting or
hangi ng.

Until mid-1990 few Al banian citizens, apart fromofficia
del egations, were allowed to travel abroad and to attenpt to | eave the
country without perm ssion was categorized as a form of treason punishable
by ten to 25 years' inprisonnent or the death penalty. Since July 1990,
however, Al banian citizens have been granted the right to a passport,
al though the police may refuse to issue a passport to a person consi dered
to represent a danger to the internal or international security of the
state. Attenpts to |leave the country without official permission are now
classified as "illegal border-crossing"” punishable by up to five years
i mpri sonment. Despite these changes, the nunber of Al banian citizens who
have in recent nonths attenpted to | eave the country without officia
perm ssion has increased sharply. In the past year there have been frequent
reports that border guards have shot without warning people attenpting to



| eave the country without perm ssion, although since the end of Decenber
over 11,000 Al banian citizens have crossed the border illegally into Geece
and border guards appear to have |let npst pass unhi ndered.



RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel egrans/tel exes/ express and airmail letters:

- expressing concern at reports that Ylli Mema was sentenced to death on
19 February by a nmilitary court in BajramCurri;

- stating that you understand that he was found guilty of nurdering two
border-guards and that you are recognize the gravity of his crine, but that
Amesty I nternational opposes the death penalty in all cases without
reservation, on the grounds that it is the ultimte cruel, inhuman and
degradi ng puni shrment ;

- urging the Presidiumof the People's Assenbly to exercise its
constitutinal powers to conmmute his death sentence.

APPEALS TO

Presi dent of the Presidiumof the People's Assenbly
Ram z Alia

Ti rana

The Peopl e's Socialist Republic of Albania

Tel egrams: President Ramiz Alia, Tirana, Al bania
Tel exes: 4298 PKPRSSH AB

COPI ES TO

M ni ster of Foreign Affairs
M nistria e Puneve te Jashtne
Tirana

The Peopl e's Socialist Republic of Albania

Tel egranms: Foreign Affairs Mnister, Tirana, Al bania
Tel exes: 2164 MPJ AB

and to diplomatic representatives of Al bania in your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 15 April 1991



