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Penal ty/ Legal Concern

NEW TORTURE CONCERN

ALBANI A: Hysen G oc
Gergj Gikopull
+ many ot hers

According to the international press agency Reuters, on 19 Decenber 1990
Radi o Tirana reported that 26 people had already received prison sentences
of up to 20 years for their part in violent denonstrations in Durrés,

El basan and Shkoder on 13 and 14 Decenber. They were reportedly convicted
of "preneditated danmage to comon property, violent resistance to the
representatives of the state, violation of the |aw on gatherings and

assenbly and socially undignified behaviour”. Quoting an Al bani an Justice
M nistry statenment, Radio Tirana said that in Shkodér one person was
sentenced to 20 years and two nmore to 15 years' inprisonnent each. In

El basan one person was jailed for 11 years, and in Durrés a court inposed
two prison sentences of 14 years, one of 13 years and one of 12 years.

A spokesman for the new y-founded opposition party, the Denpcratic
Party, told Reuters that the party had received reports that nany of those
arrested in El basan, Shkodér and Durrés had been tortured and forced to
admt to crimes which they did not comrit. He also said that despite
official statenents that all the accused had been represented by | awers,
many had in fact been tried without |awers to defend them Accounts by
former prisoners of conscience given to Anmmesty International indicate that
it has been common practice for police and investigators to torture and
ill-treat people suspected of crimnal or political offences in order to
obtain confessions fromthem Lawers were banned in 1967 and only
recently (in Novenber 1990) allowed to practise again. 1In view of the |ong
period in which this profession was banned in Albania, it seens |likely that
the nunber of qualified and conpetent qualified |lawers is limted.

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel egrans/tel exes/ express and airmail letters:

- expressing concern at allegations that many of those charged in
connection with recent violent denonstrations have been tortured and that
of those tried, many have not been defended by a | awyer;

- urging that all those arrested not be ill-treated and be guaranteed | ega
saf eguards, including pronpt access to their fanmlies and to | awers, tine
to prepare their defence and an open tri al

- expressing concern at reports that several of those arrested have been
charged with of fences for which the maxi num sentence is the death penalty;

- stating that Amesty International opposes the death penalty in all cases
Wi t hout reservation, on the grounds that it is the ultimte cruel, inhuman
and degradi ng puni shnent.



APPEALS TO

President Ram z Alia

Chai rman of the Presidium
of the People's Assenbly
Tirana

Al bani a

Tel exes: 4298 PKPRSSH AB
Tel egrams: President Ramiz Alia, Tirana, Al bania

Prime Mnister Adil Carcan
Council of Mnisters
(Keshili i Mnistrave)

Ti rana

Tel egrams: Prine Mnister Adil Carcani, Tirana, Al bania
Tel exes: 4201 knrpssh ab

COPI ES TO

M ni ster of Foreign Affairs
M nistry of Foreign Affairs
M nistria e Puneve te Jashtne
Ti rana

and to diplomatic representatives of Al bania in your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 31 January 1991



