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EXTRA 64/ 94 Death Penal ty 9 Novenber 1994

REPUBLI C OF LATVI A U dis Lujans, aged 26

U dis Lujans, sentenced to death on 13 May 1994 by the Latvian Suprene
Court, may now be in inmnent danger of execution.

U dis Lujans was convicted of aggravated nmurder. It is not clear whether
an appeal against his sentence has been heard. However, a Swedish |awyer
and forner parlianmentarian was able to visit himin Riga Prison very
recently and has informed Amesty International that the prisoner's appea
for clemency is about to be considered by the President of Latvia. This is
the final stage of the judicial process in death penalty cases.

Procedures for executions in Latvia are laid down in joint instructions

i ssued by the Mnister of the Interior and the Procurator General. They
are not made public. However, in October 1992, during a research m ssion
to the Republic of Latvia, Amesty International was inforned by the
Mnistry of Internal Affairs that executions are carried out in the

i nvestigative isolation unit of Riga Central Prison, usually within 24
hours after the petition for clenency has been rejected. The condenmed
person is called out fromhis cell during the night and is shot by a single
mar ksman.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

In February 1992 the Suprene Council of Latvia reduced the nunber of crines
which carry the death penalty from 18 under the old Soviet legislation to
seven. In January 1994 Amesty International was infornmed by the Mnistry
of Justice that five people were sentenced to death in 1992 but that no new
deat h sentences were passed in 1993. The |ast execution to take place was
that of Andres Sergunts in April 1993. He had been sentenced to death in
July 1992 on two counts of aggravated nurder. Ammesty International had
appeal ed for commtation of his sentence. The organization knows of one

ot her prisoner - Mchael Abrankin - currently under sentence of death in
Latvia. He was convicted of murder by the Supreme Court on 2 February
1994.

A conmittee of eight people has been working on a new draft of the Latvian
crimnal code. In Septenber 1993 the Chairman of the Latvian Council of
Sworn Advocates infornmed Ammesty International that the new draft was
conpl ete and provided for two alternatives: conplete abolition of the
death penalty or reduction of the nunber of capital offences from seven to
one (preneditated nurder under aggravated circunstances). A new crim nal
code is due to be approved by the parlianment (Saeima) in the near future.

Ammesty International has consistently pressed the Latvian authorities to
review the use of the death penalty as a step towards its abolition; to

i rpose a noratorium on death sentences and executi ons pendi ng adoption of a
new crim nal code; and to publish conprehensive statistics on its
application.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express and airnai l
letters either in English, French or Gernman or in your own | anguage:
- appealing for commutation of the death sentence passed on U dis Lujans;



- explaining Amesty International's opposition to the death penalty in al
ci rcunstances without exception;

- urging the Latvian authorities to inpose a noratorium on death sentences
and executions pendi ng adoption of a new crimnal code.

APPEALS TO

Presi dent

Guntis U manis

Presi dent of the Republic of Latvia

Jekaba iela 11

Ri ga LV-1050

Republic of Latvia

Faxes: + 371 2 211611

Tel egranms: President U manis, Riga, Latvia
Sal utation: Dear President

COPI ES TO

Chai rwoman of the Parlianmentary Comm ssion on Human Rights
I nese Birzniece

Chai rwonman of the Parlianentary Conmm ssion on Human Ri ghts
Jekaba iela 16

Ri ga LV-1050

Republic of Latvia

Faxes: +371 2 211611

Procurator GCenera
Jani s Skrastins
Procurator Genera
Kormunaru bulv. 6
Ri ga 226150
Republic of Latvia

Chairman of the Suprene Court
Andris Gul ans

Chai rman of the Supreme Court
Brivi bas bulv. 34

Ri ga 226616

Republic of Latvia

Faxes: +371 2 289434

and to diplomatic representatives of Latvia accredited to your country

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 10 Decenber 1994.



