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EXTRA 93/ 92 Death Penal ty 4 Novenber 1992

REPUBLI C OF LATVI A: | mant s PUNENOVS
Andri s ALKSARS

Ammesty International is concerned that |mants Punenovs and Andris Al ksars
may soon be executed. The two nmen were sentenced to death on 15 January
1992 on one count of nurder under aggravating circunstances. Their appeals
were rejected on 3 July and no judicial review of their sentences was
ordered. They have already submitted petitions for clenency. This is the
only way in which the death sentences passed on them can now be conmuted.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

On 5 February 1992 the Suprene Council of Latvia reduced the nunber of
crinmes which carry the death penalty to seven. Ammesty International has
recently |l earned that five people have been sentenced to death this year
Two peopl e have had their sentences commuted. The organization is

appeal ing on behalf of the three remaining prisoners, including | mants
Punenovs and Andris Al ksars. Amesty International has al so | earned that
two executions (not one as previously thought) have taken place this year -
one in January and one in May. The organi zation had previously appealed to
the authorities for commutati on of the sentence passed in this second case.

A petition for clenmency is submitted to the Presidium of the Suprene
Council. The petition is exam ned by the Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion of the
Suprene Council which then nmakes its recomendation. The Procurator
General and Chairman of the Suprenme Court are al so consulted by the
Presi di um of the Supreme Council for their opinions on the case.

Procedures for executions are laid down in joint instructions issued by the
M nister of the Interior and the Procurator General. They are not nade
public. However, in October 1992 during a research mission to the Republic
of Latvia Amesty International was infornmed by the First Deputy M nister
of the Mnistry of Internal Affairs that executions are carried out in the
i nvestigative isolation unit of Riga Central Prison, usually within 24
hours after the petition for clenency has been rejected. The condenmed
person is called out fromhis cell during the night and is shot by a single
mar ksman (not by a firing squad as previously believed).

Ammesty I nternational opposes the death penalty in all cases as a violation
of the right tolife and the right not to be subjected to cruel, inhuman or
degradi ng treatnment or punishnment, as proclained in the Universa

Decl arati on of Human Ri ghts.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/ express and



airmail letters in English, French or German or in your own |anguage:

- appealing for commutati on of the death sentences passed on |Inmants
Punenovs and Andris Al ksars;

- explaining Amesty International's opposition to the death penalty in
all circunstances wi thout exception;

- urging that the authorities in the Republic of Latvia stop carrying out
further executions and appealing for themto consider conplete abolition of
the death penalty.
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APPEALS TO

1. The Chairman of the Presidium of the Suprenme Council of the Republic of
Latvi a:

Anatolijs Gorbunovs

Chai rman of the Presidiumof the Suprene Counci

Jekaba 11

Ri ga 226811

Republic of Latvia

Tel egrans: Chai rman Suprene Council, Riga, Latvia
Tel ephone: + 7 0132 322938

Faxes: + 7 0132 211611

Sal ut ati on: Dear Chairman

2. Chairman of the Commi ssion on Human Rights of the Supreme Council of
Latvi a:

Andrej s Pantel ej evs

Chai rman of the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts

Jekaba 11

Ri ga 226811

Republic of Latvia

Tel egranms: Chai rman, Conmm ssion on Human Ri ghts, Suprenme Council, Riga,
Latvia

Tel ephone: + 7 0132 325868

Faxes: + 7 0132 211611

Tel exes: 161148 SU

Sal ut ati on: Dear Chairman

3. Chairman of the Suprenme Court of the Republic of Latvia:
Gvi do Zenri bo

Chai rman of the Supreme Court

Brivi bas bul varis 34

Ri ga 226616

Republic of Latvia

Tel egranms: Chairman, Suprene Court, Riga, Latvia

Tel ephone: + 7 0132 289434

Faxes: + 7 0132 213978

Sal ut ati on: Dear Chairman

4. The Procurator General of the Republic of Latvia:
Jani s Skrastins

Procurator Genera

Kormunaru bul varis 6

Ri ga 226150

Republic of Latvia

Tel egrams: Procurator General, Riga, Latvia




Tel ephone: + 7 0132 320085
Sal ut ati on: Dear Procurator General

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TO diplomatic representatives of the Republic of
Latvia accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat
or your Section Ofice if sending appeals after 16 Decenber 1992.



