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UA 259/ 92 Death Penalty 7 August 1992

REPUBLI C OF LI THUANI A: Mal e, name unknown

Ammesty International is concerned that a prisoner currently being held in
Luki skis prison in Vilnius, the capital of the Republic of Lithuania, my
soon be executed. The organizati on does not know the prisoner's nanme. The
source of this information is an article in the Baltic |ndependent (dated
31 July - 6 August 1992). According to the article, the man was convicted
of the nurder of a young girl while in a drunken stupor. He has been on
death row for the past seven nonths and is currently awaiting a response to
his petition for clenmency. The article continues: "If the death sentence
is not overturned, he faces execution within a week of the final decision.
As the laws of Lithuania are in flux at the nonent, no one is quite sure of
the neans of execution. Mst likely, according to prison officials, it

wi |l be done as before: during a transfer, or while taking a wal k, he wll
be gunned down by surprise". Amesty International is not in a position to
corroborate the information contained in the article.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Informati on on the application of the death penalty has been given to
Amesty International by the authorities of the Republic of Lithuania.
According to this information, the death penalty is currently retained for
one crine only - preneditated nurder under aggravating circunstances.

Five death sentences have been passed since restoration of independence in
March 1990. In four cases the sentence was conmuted to life inprisonnent.
It is believed that the fifth case nay be the one referred to in this
action. The subm ssion of a petition for clenency is the final stage of
the judicial process for capital offences in the Republic of Lithuania.

Cl enency nay be granted by the Presidium of the Suprene Council (conprising
the Chairman of the Supreme Council, Deputy Chairmen, the Secretary and

ot her nmenbers who are el ected by the Supreme Council) on the recommendati on
of the Cl emency Conmi ssion of the Suprene Council

A working committee charged with drafting a new crimnal code has recently
finished its work. It is unclear what its conclusions are on the death
penalty. However, Amesty International has been inforned by the

Li t huani an authorities that the draft of a new constitution is expected to
be approved this nonth by the Supreme Council and | ater subnitted to a
referendum and that this draft "does not provide for capital punishnment".

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/ express and
airmail letters:



- appealing for commutation of the death sentence passed on the man in
questi on;

- explaining Amesty International's opposition to the death penalty in
all circunstances wi thout exception;

- urging the authorities in the Republic of Lithuania to consider the
conpl ete abolition of the death penalty.
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APPEALS TO

1. The Chairman of the Suprene Council of the Republic of Lithuania
Vyt aut as Landsbergi s

Chai rman of the Suprenme Counci

Gedi mino pr. 53

2026 Vil nius

Republ i ¢ of Lithuania

Tel egranms: Chairman Supreme Council, Vilnius, Lithuania
Tel ephone: + 7 0122 628 986
Faxes: + 7 0122 614 544
Tel ex: 261138 LTI NF SU

Sal utati on: Dear Chairman

2. The Chairman of the C enency Conmission of the Suprenme Counci
of the Republic of Lithuania
Chai rman of the Cl emency Commi ssion
Suprene Counci
Gedi mino pr. 53
2026 Vil nius
Republ i ¢ of Lithuania
Tel egranms: Chairman Cl enency Comm ssion, Vilnius,
Li t huani a

Sal ut ati on: Dear Chairman

3. Procurator General of the Republic of Lithuania
Arturas Paul auskas

Procurator Genera

Snmet onos 6

2709 Vil nius

Republ i ¢ of Lithuania

Tel egrams: Procurator Ceneral, Vilnius, Lithuania
Tel ephone: + 7 0122 610 537

Sal ut ati on: Dear Procurator General

4. Mnister of Justice of the Republic of Lithuania
Vyt aut as Pakal ni ski s
M ni ster of Justice

Gyneju 6
2755 Vil ni us
Li t huani a

Tel egranms: M nister of Justice, Vilnius, Lithuania



Tel ephone: + 7 0122 626 757
Faxes: + 7 0122 629 910

Sal utation: Dear M nister

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TO

M nister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Lithuania
Al gi rdas Saudar gas

M ni ster of Foreign Affairs

Akmenu 6

2600 Vil nius

Republ i ¢ of Lithuania

and to diplomatic representatives of the Republic of Lithuania accredited
to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 17 Septenber 1992.



