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UA 275/ 02 Fear of forcible deportation/ 3 Sept enber 2002
fear of torture

KAZAKSTAN/ Gul gel di Annanyyazov (n), aged 42
TURKMENI STAN

Former political prisoner Gulgeldi Annanyyazov is believed to be in
i mm nent danger of being forcibly deported to Turkneni stan, where he woul d
be at risk of torture.

Gul gel di Annanyyazov was detai ned by Russian border guards at Mscow s
Donodedovo airport on 1 Septenber, after arriving on a flight fromthe
Caspi an port of Aktau in Western Kazakstan. He had reportedly crossed the
border between Turkneni stan and Kazakstan illegally and then used fal se
docunents to travel to Moscow. Because of his political opposition
activities, Gulgeldi Annanyyazov has been banned from | eavi ng Turkneni stan
by the Turknen authorities. If returned to Turknenistan, Gulgeld
Annanyyazov coul d be convicted for illegal border crossing and will be at
grave risk of torture in detention.

Despite assurances to human rights nonitors by the Russian border guards
that no decision would be taken before 2 Septenber, Gul geldi Annanyyazov
was returned to Astana, the capital of Kazakstan, at 1lpm on the day he was
detained. Vitaly Pononmarev, the director of the Central Asia departnent at
t he Moscow based human rights organi zation Menorial said: “Either the
Russi an authorities were afraid of the noise that human rights

organi zati ons woul d create to urge themnot to return him or they were
contacted by the Turknmen authorities who asked themto act quickly.”

To forcibly deport Culgeldi Annanyyazov would be contrary to Kazakstan's
obligations under international law, in particular Article 3 of the United
Nati ons Convention against Torture and O her Cruel, |nhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishnment. This prohibits the return of a person to a country
or territory where they nay be subjected to torture.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The Central Asian state of Turkneni stan becane i ndependent follow ng the
break-up of the Soviet Union in 1991. Since then it has been dom nated by
Presi dent Saparnurad Niyazov, who has exercised a nonopoly on power as both
head of state and head of governnent. The governnment is extrenely

intol erant of dissent, restricting political and civil liberties and
retaining tight control of the nmedia. Most |eaders of the opposition have
been forced into exile, and no human rights organi zati on can openly
function in the country. Amesty International has received nunerous
reports of torture and ill-treatnent of prisoners in Turknenistan

Gul gel di Annanyyazov was one of the so-called “Ashgabat Ei ght”, who were
serving long prison terms after being convicted of crimnal offences, sone
i nvolving violence, arising fromtheir participation in an unprecedented
anti-governnment protest in Turknmenistan's capital Ashgabat on 12 July 1995.
Gul gel di Annanyyazov had been sentenced to 15 years’ inprisonnent, the

| ongest term of inprisonment of the “Ashgabat Eight”, as he was seen by the
authorities as being one of the organizers of the July 1995 protest. He was
rel eased in January 1999 to coincide with a fact-finding visit of the human
ri ghts organi zati on, Human Ri ghts Watch. Followi ng his rel ease, Turknen
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state TV reportedly showed himrepenting for his alleged crines on 3
February 1999.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible,
in English, Russian or your own | anguage:

- urging the Kazakstani authorities not to hand over Gul gel di Annanyyazov
to the Turknmen authorities, as Amesty International believes that he would
be in grave danger of torture and cruel and inhuman treatnent in detention
i n Turkmeni stan;

- reminding the authorities that the forcible deportation of a person to a
state where there are substantial grounds for believing that they would be
in danger of torture is prohibited under the United Nations Convention
agai nst Torture, and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degradi ng Treatnment or

Puni shment, to which Kazakstan is a party.

APPEALS TO

President of the Republic of Kazakstan
Nur sul t an NAZARBAEV

Respubl i ka Kazakst an

473000 g. Astana

ul. Beybitshilik 11

Apparat Prezi denta

Prezi dentu RK

NAZARBAEVU N. A., KAZAKSTAN

Fax: + 7 3172 32 61 82

Tel egrams: Prezidentu Nazarbaevu, 473000 Astana, KAZAKSTAN
Sal utation: Dear President

Foreign Mnister of the Republic of Kazakstan

Kasynzhomart TOKAEV

Respubl i ka Kazakhst an

473000 g. Astana

ul . Beybitshilik, 10

M ni sterstvo inostrannykh del RK

M ni stru TOKAEVU K., KAZAKSTAN

Tel egranms: M nistru I nostrannykh del, 473000 Astana, KAZAKSTAN
Fax: + 7 3172 32 7667

Sal utation: Dear M nister

Procurator Genera

Rashi d TUSUPBEKOV

Respubl i ka Kazakst an

g. Astana

pr. Pobedy, 31

Prokuratura RK

Gener al nonmu prokuroru

TUSUPBEKOVU R., KAZAKSTAN

Tel egrams: General nomu Prokuroru, Astana, pr. Pobedy, KAZAKSTAN
Sal utation: Dear Procurator General

COPI ES TO
di pl omatic representatives of Kazakstan accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 15 October 2002.



