EXTERNAL Al I ndex: EUR 57/13/96

EXTRA 132/ 96 Fear of imm nent execution 16 August 1996
KAZAKSTAN Azer Bashir ogly BASH ROV, born 1962
(22272 2227272 2727272 22?2?7222 in cyrillic)

Azer Bashir ogly Bashirov may be facing i nm nent execution in Kazakstan.
Ammesty International has received information that his case is awaiting
consi deration by the Cl enency Conm ssion, indicating that he has exhausted
all other legal renedies to have his death sentence overturned. A decision
on his fate may be taken very soon.

Little information is avail abl e about Azer Bashirov's case. It is known
that he was sentenced to death, place and date unknown, for the contract
killing of Aziz Kal bakhani, described as a well-known Kazakst ani

busi nessman. According to information obtained by |ocal human rights
nmonitors fromofficial sources, a petition for clemency was subnitted by
Azer Bashirov to the Clenmency Comr ssion on 3 July 1996. Amesty
International is calling on authorities in Kazakstan to grant clenmency to
Azer Bashirov.

Azer Bashirov is a citizen of Azerbaijan. Ammesty International is also
calling on authorities in Azerbaijan to exert whatever influence they can
on the Kazakstani authorities not to execute Azer Bashirov. Although death
sentences are still passed in Azerbaijan, no executions have been reported
to have taken place there since 1993.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

In March 1996 Amesty International issued a statenent condemming the use
of the death penalty in Kazakstan. Information recently received by the
organi zation fromofficial and unofficial sources indicated that 110 death
sent ences had been passed during 1995, and 101 executions had been carried
out. The Kazakstani authorities have publicly stated that Amesty
International's statistics are incorrect, and that the number of executions
carried out in 1995 was 63. However, they have offered no explanati on about
how this figure of 63 executions relates to the other linmted statistica

i nformati on they have provided. Ammesty International has consistently

poi nted out to the Kazakstani authorities the requirenent as a nenber of
the United Nations and the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in
Europe to publish detailed statistics on the use of the death penalty.

Until Kazakstan is prepared to do this, Amesty International stands by its
original statement.

Amesty International was inforned in June 1996 by an unofficial source
that in the first five nmonths of 1996 the Cl enmency Conm ssion had refused
25 petitions for clenency and upheld only two.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnai
letters in Russian, English or your own | anguage:

To authorities in Kazakstan

- urging the C enency Conm ssion and the President to grant clenmency to
Azer Bashir ogly Bashirov and to all other prisoners who petition against a
deat h sentence;

To the President of Azerbaijan



- urging himto exert all possible influence to prevent the execution in
Kazakstan of Azer Bashir ogly Bashirov, citizen of Azerbaijan;

To all target authorities

- expressing unconditional opposition to the death penalty as a violation

of the right tolife and the right not to be subjected to cruel, inhuman or

degradi ng treatnment or punishnment as proclainmed in the Universa

Decl arati on of Human Ri ghts;

- expressing synpathy for the victinms of crime and their fanmilies, but
poi nting out that the death penalty has never been shown to deter crine

nore effectively than other punishnents, and is brutalizing to all involved

inits application.

APPEALS TO

The President of Kazakstan, Nursultan Nazarbayev

Respubl i ka Kazakhst an

480091 g. Al nmaty

Pl . Respubliki, 4

Prezi dentu Respubli ki Kazakhstan NAZARBAYEVU N. A.

Tel egrams: Kazakstan, Al maty, apparat presidenta, Prezidentu Nazarbayevu
Faxes: (7 3272) 63 95 95

Sal ut ati on: Dear President

The Head of the Presidential Clenency Conmission of Kazakstan, M khai
Bar anov

Respubl i ka Kazakhst an

480091 g. Al nmaty

pl . Respubliki, 4

Kom ssiya po voprosam pom | ovani ya

Zaveduyushemu ot del om BARANOVU M | .

Tel egrams: Kazakstan, Al maty, Kom ssiya pom | ovaniya

Sal utation: Dear Sir

The President of the Azerbaijani Republic, Heydar Aliyev

Azer baydzhanskaya Respubli ka

370066 g. Baku

ul . Kommuni sti cheskaya, 19

Prezi dentu Azerbaydzhanskoy Respubli ki ALIYEVU G A

Tel egrams: Azerbaijan, Baku, ul Kommunisticheskaya 19, Prezidentu Aliyevu
Faxes: (994 12) 98 33 28

Sal ut ation: Dear President

COPI ES TO

The Procurator General of Kazakstan, Maksud Nari kbayev
Respubl i ka Kazakhst an

480099 g. Al nmaty

ul . Zhel t oksan, 189

Pr okur at ur a

Gener al nonu pr okuroru NARI KBAYEVU M S.

Faxes: (7 3272) 53 27 30

The Chairman _of the Suprene Court of Kazakstan, name unknown
Respubl i ka Kazakhst an
480103 g. Al nmaty




ul . Sovetskaya, 66
Ver khovny Sud
Predsedat el yu

The Mnister of Justice of Kazakstan, Konstantin Kol pakov
Respubl i ka Kazakhst an

480091 g. Al nmaty

ul . Ayt eke-bi, 67

M ni sterstvo yustitsi

M ni stru KOLPAKOVU K. A.

Mnister of Internal Affairs of Kazakstan, Kairbek Sul eynenov
Respubl i ka Kazakhst an

480091 g. Almaty (Al ma-Ata)

ul . Kabanbai batyra, 95

MWD

M ni stru SULEYMENOVU K.

and to diplomatic representatives of Kazakstan and Azerbaijan accredited to
your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 20 Septenber 1996.



