EXTERNAL Al I ndex: EUR 57/14/96

UA 214/96 Fear of torture / Possible prisoner of conscience3 Septenber 1996

KAZAKSTAN Ni na SI DOROVA (f), aged 42

Ammesty International is concerned about allegations that N na Sidorova has
been tortured and ill-treated in the custody of the State |Investigative
Committee (GSK) of Kazakstan, and fears that this alleged treatnent is
continuing. Amesty International is also concerned that Nina Sidorova's
detention on crimnal charges nay be spurious, and nay represent an attenpt
to punish her for political activism

Ni na Si dorova was detained on the evening of 20 August 1996 by people
described as officers of the GSK, who allegedly forced their way into her
home in Almaty, the capital of Kazakstan, wi thout presenting a warrant.
Since then she is reported to have been held at various locations in
Almaty, and is currently detained at the headquarters of the GSK
Throughout her detention, in comrunications with her lawer and in letters
whi ch have reportedly been snuggled out to her famly, Nina Sidorova has

all eged torture in the formof beatings by GSK officers, and ill-treatnent
i ncludi ng confinenent in small, unventilated or pitch dark puni shnent
cells. The effects of such ill-treatnent are said to be conmpounded by Nina

Si dorova' s acute cl austrophobi a.

Ni na Si dorova has not yet been formally charged, but is reportedly being
hel d for questioning in connection with crimnal charges of defamation of a
judge, hooliganismand assault on officials of the Almaty city procurator's
office. Amesty International has no information about the specific basis
for the hooligani smcharge, but the charges of defammtion and assault
allegedly relate to incidents which occurred in late 1995. The fact that

al nrost 10 nonths el apsed between the comr ssion of these alleged of fences
and the arrest of Nina Sidorova, who had been living openly in Almaty for
at | east part of that tine, appears to lend weight to clains by N na

Si dorova's supporters that her arrest is politically notivated. Her
supporters claimthat Nina Sidorova's arrest is linked to the fact that on
the day of her arrest she had reportedly sought unsuccessfully to neet the
Deputy M nister of Justice of Kazakstan to discuss the |legal registration
of the Cossack Community of Kazakstan, an organi zation pronmoting the

i nterests of Kazakstan's Cossack minority.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Amesty International has recently docunented allegations of ill-treatnent
in pre-trial detention and in the penitentiary systemin Kazakstan. Cases
publici zed by the organi zati on have included that of Ni kolai Gunkin, a
Cossack activist, who served a three-nmonth prison termending in January
1996 foll owi ng conviction of charges which appeared to be politically

not i vat ed.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnai
letters in Russian, English or your own | anguage:

- urging authorities in Kazakstan to guarantee the physical safety and
wel | -bei ng of N na Sidorova;

- urging an investigation into Nina Sidorova s allegations of torture and
ill-treatnent, with the findings nmade public and anyone found responsible
for torture or ill-treatnment brought to justice;



- calling for clarification of the basis for the crimnal charges agai nst
Ni na Si dorova

- urging that, if N na Sidorova's detention is notivated solely to punish
her for non-violent political activities, notably the exercise of her
fundamental human right to freedom of association, she be rel eased

i mredi ately and unconditionally

APPEALS TO

The President of Kazakstan, Nursultan Nazarbayev

Respubl i ka Kazakhst an

480091 g. Al nmaty

Pl . Respubliki, 4

Prezi dentu Respubli ki Kazakhstan NAZARBAYEVU N. A.

Tel egrams: Kazakstan, Al maty, apparat prezidenta, Prezidentu Nazarbayevu
Faxes: (7 3272) 63 95 95

Sal ut ati on: Dear President

2. The Procurator Ceneral of Kazakstan
Respubl i ka Kazakhst an

480099 g. Al nmaty

ul . Zhel t oksan, 189

Pr okur at ura

Gener al nonu prokuroru

Tel egranms: Kazakstan, Al maty, Gen. prokuroru
Faxes: (7 3272) 53 27 30

Sal utation: Dear Procurator General

3. The Chairman of the State |Investigative Conmittee, Zhamarkan Tuyakbayev
Respubl i ka Kazakst an

g. Almaty

Gosudar stvenny sl edstvenny komitet

Predsedat el yu Tuyakbayevu Zh. A

Tel egrams: Kazakstan, Al maty, GSK, Predsedatel yu Tuyakbayevu

Sal utati on: Dear Chairman

COPI ES TO

Mnister of Internal Affairs of Kazakstan, Kairbek Sul eynenov
Respubl i ka Kazakhst an

480091 g. Al naty

ul . Kabanbai batyra, 95

MWD

M ni stru SULEYMENOVU K.

M nister of Foreign Affairs of Kazakstan, Kasynrhomart Tokayev
Respubl i ka Kazakhst an

g. Almaty

M D

M ni stru Tokayevu K

Faxes: (7 3272 63 13 87

and to diplomatic representatives of Kazakstan accredited to your country.

[N.B. The spelling KAZAKSTAN is as officially approved for latin script by
the country's governnent. The addresses above are in transliteration from



3

Russian cyrillic script, so the spelling KAZAKHSTAN has been retained there
for consistency.]

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 15 October 1996.



