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and ot hers

Ammesty International is concerned that a nunber of people sentenced to death
in related cases, including the three nen named above, nmay soon be execut ed.

Makhrmud Nadzhmi ddi nov, Abdumannon Khol nudm nov and Yurabek Ravshanov were
sentenced to death at the end of 1999 by Khatlon Regional Court for crines
whi ch included terrorism nmurder and snuggling of weapons. Reports indicate
that Khatl on Regional Court sentenced one other person to death around the
sane time and that, on 28 Decenber 1999, two others were sentenced to death
in the Khudzhand region. On 29 Decenber, two nmen were also reportedly
sentenced to death by the Suprene Court of Tajikistan, though this may have
been uphol ding death sentences passed down earlier by a court of first
i nstance. Mre detailed information on such cases, however, is extrenely
difficult to obtain. Verdicts on co-defendants are still pending.

Ammesty International recently i ssued an action on behal f of Davl atali Husenov
and J. Khojayev, who were also sentenced to death by the Khatlon Regi onal
Court after they were convicted of organizing anillegal arned group and ot her
crimes which included nurder, robbery and rape (see Extra 180/99, EUR
60/ 02/ 99, 17 Decenber 1999).

According to reports, nost of the nmen are followers of the opposition figure
and former Popul ar Front commander and warl ord Makhnud Khudoyberdi yev. They
are apparently being tried for involvenent in acts of political violence that
took place in Novenber 1998 in Qrghonteppa, the regional centre of the
sout hern Khatl on Regi on, and i n the northern Leni nabad Regi on, with the intent
of seizing power.

BACKGROUND | NFORNVATI ON:

The Crimnal Code of the forner Soviet republic of Tajikistan has 15 articles
whi ch carry a possible death sentence. In 1999, at |least 15 death sentences
wer e handed down and two peopl e execut ed, al though the real nunber may be nuch
hi gher. News of these executions seens to confirmthat a reported de facto
noratoriumon the death penalty is no longer in place in Tajikistan

More than five years of civil war in Tajikistan formally ended in |ate June
1997 with the signing in Mdscow by President |nmomali Rakhnmonov and United
Tajik OQpposition (UTO |eader Sayed Abdullo Nuri of a General Agreenent on
Peace and National Accord. The fighting, however, continued after the peace
accord. Makhmud Khudyber di yev was one of the warlords involved in the struggle
for power.

RECOWENDED ACTION: Please send telegrans/E-nails/faxes/express/airnmail
letters in Russian or in your own |anguage:

- urging the President to use his constitutional authority to comute the
deat h sent ences passed down t o Makhnud Nadzhm ddi nov, Abdumannon Khol nudmi nov
and Yurabek Ravshanov, as well as others that cone before him



- urging that a noratorium be inposed on death sentences and executions
pendi ng a conprehensive review of the death penalty;

- expressing synpathy for the victinms of crine and their famlies, but
poi nting out that the death penalty has never been shown to deter crime nore
effectively than other punishnments, and is brutalizing to all those involved
inits application.

APPEALS TO
Presi dent of the Republic of Tajikistan, |nmanmali Shari povi ch RAKHMONOV

Respubl i ka Tajikistan, g. Dushanbe, Apparat Prezidenta Respubli ki
Prezi dent u RAKHMONOVWU | . Sh.

Taj i ki stan
Tel egrans: Prezi dentu Rakhnonovu, Dushanbe, Taji ki stan
E-mails: primer@ds.td.silk.org

Sal ut ati on: Dear President Rakhnopnov

Procurator General of the Republic of Tajikistan, Sal om ddi n SHAROPOV
Respubl i ka Taj i ki stana, 734022 g. Dushanbe, prospekt A Sino, 126, Prokuratura
Respubl i ki

Gener al nomu pr okur oru SHAROPOWU S.

Taj i ki stan

Tel egrans: Gener al nomu prokuroru, Dushanbe, Tajikistan

Sal utation: Dear Procurator General

Chair of the denency Conmi ssion of the Tajikistan Suprene Counci l

Respubl i ka Taji ki stana, 734051 g. Dushanbe, pr. Rudaki 42, Kom ssiya po
vopr osam pomi | ovani ya Ver khovnogo Sovet a

Pr edsedat el yu

Taj i ki stan

Tel egrans: Predsedat el yu, Kom ssiya pom | ovani ya, Dushanbe, Taji ki stan

Sal utation: Dear Chairnman

COPI ES TO

Chairman of the Suprene Court of the Republic of Tajikistan, Ubaydulo A
DAVLATOV

Respubl i ka Taji ki stana, g. Dushanbe, Verkhovny Sud Respubliki Tajikistan

Pr edsedat el yu DAVLATOVU U. A

Taj i ki stan

Chai rman of the Taji ki stan Suprene Council Committee for Legislation and Human
R ghts, Abdunmannon KHOLI KOV

Respubl i ka Tajikistana, 734051 g. Dushanbe, pr. Rudaki 42, Komtet po
zakonodat el stvu i pravam chel oveka pri Mjlis di

Pr edsedat el yu KHOLI KOVU S.

Taj i ki stan

M nister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Tajikistan, Tal bak Nazarovich
NAZAROV

Respubl i ka Tajikistana, 734051 g. Dushanbe, Rudaki 42, Mnisterstvo
i nost rannykh del

M ni st ru NAZAROVWU T.

Taj i ki stan

Faxes: + 7 3772 23 29 64 /| + 7 3772 21 02 59

Anbassador of the Republic of Tajikistan to Russia, R Z M RZOYEV
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Rossi ya, 121069 g. Moskva, Skatertny per. 19, Posol stvo Respubli ki Taji ki stan
Posl u M RZOYEVU R Z.

Rossi yskaya Federaci ya

Faxes: + 7 095 290 06 09

and to diplomatic representatives of Tajikistan accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, or
your section office, if sending appeals after 15 February 2000.



