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E£TADZHZI KI STAN

@ dden terror: Political killings, "disappearances" and torture since
Decenber 1992

1 | NTRCDUCTI ON

In the renote forner Soviet republic of Tadzhikistan a human rights tragedy
has been taking place al nost out of sight of the rest of the world. Since
factional violence erupted in May 1992, armed conflict between forces divided
along both political and regional lines has left up to 20,000 people dead,
according to official estimates, and has di spl aced over 600, 000 peopl e. Human
ri ghts abuses by the parties i nvol ved have been al | eged t hroughout the period
of armed conflict.

Scores of people, nostly unarned civilians, are reported to have been
extrajudicially executed by |aw enforcenent officials since the entry into
Dushanbe of forces subordi nate to the governnent, or have “di sappeared” since
bei ng detained by |law enforcenent bodies. The victins are reported to be
mai nly people originating fromthe Garmregi on east of Dushanbe, and fromthe
Pam r mountains in the far east of the country, areas apparently believed by
governnent supporters to be centres of opposition. The Kkillings and
“di sappearances” are reported to have fol |l owed checks of identity papers on
the streets or at the airport, or during house-to-house searches. Peopl e have
reportedly been executed on the spot, or have been placed under arrest and
their bodies found later in the street or in the city norgue, while the fate
of other people who have been detai ned remai ns unknown.

Statenents by officials have indicated that |aw enforcenent bodi es have

been authorized to operate a shoot-to-kill policy in situations where |ess
extrene measures mght be sufficient for the fulfilment of their duties. It
has al so been reported that in certain circunstances illegal possession of a

firearm has been made puni shabl e by deat h.

Prisoners are reported to be subject to torture in detention
Amesty Internati onal takes no position on the political objectives of the
parties to the conflict in Tadzhi ki stan. The organi zati on works to oppose
human rights violations falling within its mandate resulting from that
conflict. Informati on about the extent of those violations is currently far
fromconpl ete. This report focuses on grave human ri ghts viol ati ons whi ch have
taken place nostly in the capital, Dushanbe, since the city fell to governnent
forces in Decenber 1992. Equally grave human rights abuses have been al | eged
by all sides during other periods of the conflict and in other |ocations, but
to date it has been largely inpossible for Amesty International to obtain
verification, or to identify and target the perpetrators of those other
al | eged abuses. The accountability of the Governnent of Tadzhikistan for
extrajudicial executions is not dimnished by the conm ssion of simlar acts
by armed opposition groups.
Backgr ound
The Republic of Tadzhi ki stan (formerly known as the Tadzhi k Sovi et Soci al i st
Republic) is in Central Asia, bordering China and Afghanistan. Its territory
came under Russian dominationinthe 19th century. Foll owi ng the establi shrment
of Sovi et power in Central Asia, Tadzhi ki stan becane part of Soviet Turkestan,
whi ch was constituted as an Aut ononous Republic w thin the Russian Federation
in April 1921. Tadzhi ki stan becane an Autononous Republic wi thin Uzbeki stan
in 1924, being upgraded to a Union Republic in 1929.
The republic's population of around 5.1 mllion is about 59 per cent Tadzhik
(an ethnically Iranian group, speaking a formof Farsi, they are ethnically
distinct fromthe Turkic peoples native to the rest of Central Asia), 23 per
cent Uzbek and 10 per cent Russian. The ethni ¢ Tadzhi k and Uzbek popul ati ons
are predom nantly Sunni Mosl em al t hough the Paniri peopl e (sonetines referred
to as Mountain Tadzhi ks) of eastern Tadzhikistan are Shi as of the Isnaili



sect. Under Soviet rule Tadzhi kistan was the poorest and nost economcally
under devel oped republic, wth high unenpl oyment and housing shortages. In
February 1990 rioting in the capital, fuelled by ethnic tensi ons and econom ¢
probl ens, cost at |east 25 |ives.

On 25 August 1990 Tadzhi ki stan proclainmed its sovereignty and the prinmacy of
the republican laws over USSR laws. In the aftermath of the failed coup in
Moscow in August 1991, independence as the Republic of Tadzhikistan was
decl ared on 9 Septenber 1991. Later that nonth a decree banni ng the republican
Comuni st Party, issued by Acting President Kadreddin Aslonov, produced a
backl ash by comuni st deputies in the Tadzhi k Suprene Sovi et (parlianent) who
voted to replace the President, overturned the ban on the party and decl ared
a state of energency. This coup collapsed after a week in the face of a nass
sit-in by denmonstrators i n Dushanbe. The state of enmergency was lifted and t he
Comuni st Party was suspended, although it was restored soon afterwards as the
Socialist Party, reverting to its original nane in January 1992. A
presidential election in Novenber was won by fornmer Communi st Party | eader
Rakhrmon Nabi yev, who had been nade acting President follow ng the renoval of

Kadr eddi n Asl onov.

Tadzhi ki stan's independence was recognized internationally follow ng the
di ssolution of the Soviet Union at the end of 1991. Tadzhi ki stan becanme a
menber, with 10 other former Soviet republics, of the Comronwealth of

| ndependent States (A S). Tadzhi ki stan becane a nenber of the Conference on
Security and Co-operation in Europe in January 1992 and the United Nations in
March 1992.

The civil war

In May 1992 rival denonstrations by supporters and opponents of President

Rakhnmon Nabi yev erupted into viol ence in Dushanbe. This forced the President

to include representatives fromthe opposition Denocratic Party and Islanic
Renai ssance Party in a coalition government. The denonstrators i n Dushanbe had
been di vi ded al ong regi onal and clan as well as political Iines, and while the
situation in Dushanbe stabilized, the south of the country i nmedi atel y erupted
into armed conflict which pitted the neighbouring Kulyab and Kurgan-Tyube
regi ons agai nst each other. There were al | egati ons of the deliberate targeting
of non-conbatant civilians by both sides in the conflict during this period,

al though there are no reliable estinmates of the nunbers of victins. Tens of

t housands of people fled their hormes.

Fighting escal ated after President Nabiyev was forced by his opponents to
resign in Septenmber, and in late Cctober forces from Kulyab loyal to the
ousted President briefly occupied central Dushanbe before being expelled by
forces loyal to the governnent of acting President Akbarsho |Iskandarov. In an
attenpt to stop the civil war that government resigned in Novenber and a
speci al session of Tadzhi kistan's parliament, still communi st dom nated, was
convened in the northern city of Khudzhand. This di sm ssed |skandarov and
installed I mamal i Rakhnmonov as chairman of parlianent and head of state (the
office of President was abolished). Forces apparently supporting the Islamc
el ements i n the out goi ng government refused to relinquish control of Dushanbe,

whi ch was besi eged by forces fromthe south of the country loyal to the new
governnent created by the Khudzhand neeting. After fierce fighting Dushanbe
fell on 10 Decenber. As of March 1993, sporadic fighting between governnent

forces and Islamc arnmed groups was continuing in nountain areas east of

Dushanbe

Covernnent sources put the death toll fromthe civil war at around 20, 000.

Over 600, 000 peopl e, nore than one tenth of the popul ation, are estinmated to
have been displaced, including tens of thousands who fled to nei ghbouring
countries, including Afghanistan

2 AWMNESTY | NTERNATI ONAL' sCONCERNS

Extraj udi ci al executions and " di sappearances' follow ng the fall of Dushanbe
Ammesty International is deeply concerned that scores of people, nost of them



unarmed civilians, are reported to have been extrajudicially executed by | aw
enforcement officials since the entry into Dushanbe of forces subordinate to
the governnent installed in Tadzhikistan in Novenber 1992. Ammesty
International is also concerned for the safety of a nunber of people who are
reported to have “di sappeared” since being taken into custody i n Dushanbe and
el sewhere by pro-governnent forces. The victins are reported to be mainly
peopl e originating fromthe Garmregi on east of Dushanbe, and fromthe Pamr
mountains in the far east of the country, which is known as the
Cor no- Badakhshan Aut ononous Region. It is alleged that these areas are
bel i eved by governnent supporters to be centres of opposition. Journalists
identified with the opposition have al so been targeted.

Amesty International uses the term “extrajudicial executions” to describe
del i berate and unl awful killings by state agents acting outside the framework
of the judicial or legal system The termdi stingui shes such killings fromthe
judicial death penalty —a sentence inposed by a court after a prisoner has
been convicted of a crine for which this penalty is provided in | aw. Amesty
I nternational al so opposes the judicial death penalty in every instance.

The *di sappeared” are peopl e who have been taken i nto custody by agents of the
state, yet whose whereabouts and fate are conceal ed, and whose custody is
deni ed. “D sappearances” cause agony for the victins and their rel atives. The
victinms are cut off fromthe world and placed outside the protection of the
law, often they are tortured; nany are never seen again. Their relatives are
kept in ignorance, unable to find out whether the victins are alive or dead.
Killings and “di sappearances” in and around Dushanbe are reported to have
foll owed checks of identity papers by governnent forces during vehicle
searches at road- bl ocks throughout Dushanbe, identity checks at the airport,
or during house-to-house searches. Sone peopl e were reportedly executed on the
spot. In one incident on 14 Decenber 1992, witnessed by a French freel ance
journalist, three men in mlitary uniformentered a bus at Grcus Square in
the eastern part of Dushanbe to conduct an identity check. They renoved two
young nen who appeared to be Panmiris, took them over to a mlitary truck
st andi ng near by, and shot them In a simlar incident, which took place on the
fol | owi ng day outside the cinenma “Tadzhi ki stan” i n Dushanbe, armed people in
the uniformof the Mnistry of Internal Affairs are said to have stopped buses
and separated out Tadzhik citizens whose place of birth was listed in their
internal passports as being in the Garm or Gorno-Badakhshan regions. Twenty
peopl e so identified were ordered to nmove to mlitary vehicles and, when they
refused, were reportedly shot dead on the spot. A nunber of individuals are
reported to have been detained on the street, at the airport or in their hones
and pl aced under arrest, and their bodi es have been found | ater in the street
or inthe city norgue. The fate of other people detained in this way remains
unknown.

The killings and “di sappearances” are allegedly the work of forces of the
Interior Mnistry or of the People's Front of Tadzhikistan, a paramlitary
group which took the leading role in the assault on Dushanbe i n Decenber and
whi ch has since been seconded to | aw enforcenment duties. The People's Front
draws its nmenbers principally fromthe Kulyab region and is |ed by Sangak
Saf arov, a convicted crimnal who has spent a total of 23 years in prison for
of f ences i ncl udi ng rnurder.

Si nce Decenber 1992 Ammesty I nternati onal has obt ai ned t he names of al nost 300
peopl e who, according to unofficial sources, have been extrajudicially
executed in and around Dushanbe by forces subordinate to the Governnent of
Tadzhi ki stan, or who have “di sappeared” after being detai ned by such forces.
Based on the information it has received, Amesty International is raising
with the government selected individual cases, sonme of which are detailed
bel ow

Extraj udi ci al execution: Miso |soyev

Miso | soyev, a well-known filmactor of Pamri origin who had taken part in



April and May 1992 in the denonstrati ons agai nst President Rakhnon Nabi yev,
was reportedly detained at the “Karabal 0" bus-stop in Dushanbe on 18 or 19
Decenber 1992 by nen in an armed personnel carrier. He was pl aced under arrest
and taken away to an unknown destination. On the norning of the foll owi ng day
Miso | soyev's body, according to reports riddled with over 80 bul | et wounds,
was found on a street in Dushanbe's 65th m krorayon (district).

Extraj udi ci al execution: Shogunbek Davl at m rov

Shogunbek Davl atmirov was reportedly summarily executed on 21 Decenber 1992
at Dushanbe airport. The deputy director of the Tadzhi ki stan Consurners' Uni on,
involved in trading agricultural produce, and of Pamri origin, Shogunbek
Davlatmrov was taken from a passenger aircraft bound for Khudzhand,
reportedly by agents of the Interior Mnistry. He was shot dead inmediately
af t erwar ds.

Extraj udi ci al execution: the R zvonov fanmily

On the eveni ng of 27 January 1993 peopl e bel i eved to be agents of the People's
Front burst into an apartnent on Firdousi Street in Dushanbe, hone of a famly
of Pamri origin, the R zvonovs. They shot dead all seven nenbers of the
famly present in the apartment, nostly wonen and children including a
grandnot her of 80 and a child of four years old. They also shot dead four
ot her peopl e, refugees fromthe civil war, who were staying with the R zvonovs
and whose names are not known.

Extraj udi ci al executions and “di sappearances” at the Varzob state farm

On 25 January 1993 peopl e bel i eved to be agents of the People's Front detai ned
a group of around 14 men at the settlenent of Takob, on the Varzob state farm
north of Dushanbe. The corpses of 10 of these men were delivered to the
Dushanbe city norgue on the morning of 28 January. The fate of the others
remai ns unknown. A medi cal professional who sawthe corpses in the norgue told
Amesty International that nmany of them showed signs of torture and
nutilation: one of the victins, school -teacher Mikhat bat sho Abdul nazarov, had
apparently been killed by having the top of his skull sliced off. Anong the
other victins were Amrsho Khovarshoyev and his son Asilsho, who cane
originally from the Rushansky district of Gorno-Badakhshan. Another son,
Anonsho Khovar shoyev, was detained with them and is anong those who have
“di sappeared”.

" Di sappear ances' : Rakhnat sho Khushbakht ov and Makhnadr akhi m Manadr i zobekov
Rakhmat sho Khushbakht ov, a 45-year-old driver for the central pharnaceuti cal
war ehouse, was reportedly taken fromhis hone i n Dushanbe on 28 Decenber 1992
by people who are believed to have been agents of the People's Front of
Tadzhi ki st an. Student Makhnadr akhi mMamadri zobekov, fromGCor no- Badakhshan, was
simlarly detai ned i n Dushanbe i n Decenber by suspect ed Peopl e' s Front agents.
It is not known where either man was taken, and there has been no news of them
si nce then.

Oficial statenments about the security situation —State of energency
Apparently in response to growing international criticism of the reported
extrajudicial executions in Dushanbe, |mamali Rakhnmonov nmade a statenent in
a nation-w de radi o and tel evi si on broadcast on 24 Decenber 1992, the text of
whi ch was al so communi cated to the Secretary-CGeneral of the United Nations by
Tadzhi ki stan's permanent representative to the United Nati ons on 30 Decenber.
The following is an extract fromthat statenent:

“The governnent's ability to establish legality throughout the country, and
in particular in the city of Dushanbe, is Iimted. Taki ng advantage of this,
sone groups are committing crinmes, killing innocent persons and pl undering t he
property of the popul ation.

“l state with full authority that such crimnal groups are enemes of the
peopl e and of the | egitimate Governnent of Tadzhi ki stan. The Gover nment of the
Republic and its conpetent bodies are taking and will take strict neasures to
control them Punishnent for each person who conmmits a crine wll be
determ ned by the court, and no person or group of people has the right to



admnister nmob law, since violence engenders nore violence. In this
connection, the Mnistry of Internal Affairs, the State Security Comm ttee and
other conpetent bodies of the Republic have been given the necessary
instructions to pursue crimnals, thoroughly investigate all incidents and
assess them on the basis of the law The self-disbanded courts and
prosecutors' offices will be re-established and we hope that they will soon
start work and will strengthen the foundati ons of legality.

“The goal of the crimnal groups —which are posing as governnent forces, are
nmurderi ng people on the basis of the region, nation or faith they belong to
—is to undermne the authority of the legitinmte Governnent.

“l should stress that the Republic of Tadzhi ki stan, recognizing the Charter
of the United Nations, the Helsinki Final Act, the Paris Charter and other
international agreenents, will build its internal and external policy on the
basis of these instrunents and will not allow human rights to be viol ated
because of national, religious [or] racial affiliation.”

In astatenent on 3 February 1993 to the Russi an I nterfax news agency, |namali
Rakhmonov announced t hat Sangak Safarov i ntended to transfer the headquarters
of the People's Front fromKulyab to Dushanbe and to exami ne al | egations t hat
the People's Front was involved in “marauding and robberies”. In a further
statement tolnterfax reported on 16 February I marmali Rakhnonov announced t hat
| aw enf orcenent of ficers had det ai ned 20 peopl e, descri bed as “marauders”, who
had been “operating under the cover of "“nenbership' of the People's Front”.
Interfax reported that the authorities planned to televise the trial of these
det ai nees “to show the people that the People's Front provides no shelter to
crimnals”.

By decree of the Presidium of the Suprene Soviet a state of energency was
i ntroduced i n Dushanbe and surroundi ng di stricts on 7 January 1992. The decree
i mposed a night-time curfew, banned rallies and denonstrations, and restricted
the nmovenent of vehicles. It also authorized |aw enforcenment officials to
conduct i nspection of notor vehicles and identity checks and personal searches
of individual s.

I ndi cations of shoot-to-kill policy by |aw enforcenent officials

Amesty International wote in February 1993 to t he Gover nment of Tadzhi ki st an
expressi ng concern about recent statements by security officials concerning
the activities of governnent security forces, which, as reportedin the nedia,
indicated that security forces had been authorized to carry out summary
executions. The reports nmonitored by Amesty International were as foll ows:
In md-Decenber 1992 @il yam Babayev, mlitary comrandant of the town of
Kur gan- Tyube, stated on national tel evision in Tadzhikistan that measures “up
to and incl udi ng execution on the spot” would be applied to “mafia-crinna
structures, pillagers and marauders” because of the “conpl ete paral ysis of
| ocal |aw enforcenment and judicial bodies”.

On 6 February 1993 Sangak Safarov told journalists that in the areas of the
Romt gorge and Konsonol abadsky district, east of Dushanbe, armed fornations
of the People's Front had orders to shoot on the spot “l ooters and narauders”,
and that they had “already had to carry out these orders many tines”.
Amesty International is aware that many deaths have been reported in
Tadzhi ki stan as a result of clashes between governnent forces and arned
opposition formations. Neverthel ess, the organi zation is concerned that from
the statenments quoted above, it appears that nembers of the security forces
and of the Popular Front were authorized to nake intentional |ethal use of
firearms in circunstances where | ess extrene measures mght be sufficient.
Amesty International is asking the Governnent of Tadzhikistan to clarify
whet her the comments by the mlitary commandant of Kurgan- Tyube and t he head
of the People's Front about such intentional |ethal use of force represent
of ficial government policy.

Ammesty I nternati onal regards deliberate and arbitrary killings resultingfrom



i nappropriate use of lethal force by law enforcenent officials to be
extrajudicial executions when they are condoned by the government. The
organi zation is calling on the governnent to take urgent and conprehensive
nmeasures to ensure that all law enforcenent officials in the republic, and
ot her persons seconded to | aw enforcenent duties, are aware of and conformto
internationally agreed standards on the use of firearns. Among other things
these stipulate that | awenforcenent officials shall not use firearns agai nst
persons except in self-defence or defence of others against the inmm nent
threat of death or serious injury, to prevent the perpetration of a
particularly serious crine involving grave threat tolife, to arrest a person
presenting such a danger and resisting their authority, or to prevent his or
her escape, and only when | ess extrene neans are i nsufficient to achi eve these
objectives. In any event, intentional |ethal use of force may only be made
when strictly unavoidable in order to protect life.

Capi tal punishnent for possession of firearns

Amesty Internati onal al so raised with the government in February its concern
about a report by the | TAR TASS news agency on 4 January 1993 concerning the
program of the Government of Tadzhikistan to confiscate firearns fromthe
popul ation. This report stated that peopl e fromwhomarns had been confi scat ed
and who were subsequently found to be illegally in possession of firearns
woul d be liable to execution by firing-squad.

Ammesty I nternational opposes the death penalty in all cases and wi thout
reservation, on the grounds that it is a violation of the right to life and
the right not to be subjected to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatmnment or
puni shnent as proclaimed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
Amesty International is calling on the government to confirm or deny the
report by | TARTASS. If the report is correct, the organization is calling on
t he governnent to state under what | egal provision possession of firearns has
been nade a capital offence; what are the trial procedures for people charged
with this offence; what provisions are made to ensure that such peopl e have
access to a defence |l awyer of their own choi ce; and what procedures are laid
down for those convicted of this offence to appeal against their sentence and
seek commutati on

Tadzhi ki stan's crimnal code already provides for capital punishnent for a
total of 18 peacetine offences.

Torture

The cases of Mrbobo M rrakhi nov, Akhnmadsho Kamil ov, Khayriddi n Kasynmov and
Khur shed Nazar ov

Amesty International is concerned for the safety of political prisoners
M rbobo M rrakhi mov, Akhmadsho Kamilov, Khayriddin Kasynov and Khurshed
Nazarov, who were arrested in January 1993 and were subsequently reported to
be in detention in investigation-isolation prison No.1 of the Mnistry of
Internal Affairs in Dushanbe. Amesty International fears that they are being
tortured in detention, and is concerned that they have been deni ed access to
| egal counsel

M rbobo Mrrakhimov is the forner chairman of Tadzhikistan's state radi o and
tel evisi on conmpany, Akhmadsho Kamlov is the former director of nationa
television, and Khayriddin Kasynmov and Khurshed Nazarov are television
journalists. They fled Tadzhi ki stan after governnent forces entered Dushanbe
in Decenber, but all were detained by |ocal police in neighbouring states
(Mrbobo Mrrakhinov in Ashgabat, Turkmenistan, and Akhrmadsho Kam | ov,
Khayri ddi n Kasynov and Khurshed Nazarov in Gsh, Kyrgyzstan) and were handed
over to the Tadzhik authorities. They have all reportedly been charged with
“conspiracy to overthrow the governnent using the mass information media”.
Akhmadsho Kam | ov, Khayriddin Kasynov and Khurshed Nazarov have reportedly
al so been charged with the theft of videotapes which allegedly contained
evidence of torture and killings by forces loyal to the new Governnent of
Tadzhi ki stan, and which they were attenpting to smuggle to the Wst via



Russia. Mrbobo M rrakhimov has al so been charged with slander of a former
speaker of parlianent, a charge for which he had al ready been tried and gi ven
a two-year conditional sentence in 1991.

It has been alleged that all four nmen have been severely beaten during
interrogation: Khayriddin Kasynov has reportedly suffered a broken nose and
had several teeth knocked out. Furthernmore, it has been alleged that for |ong
peri ods Akhmadsho Kanilov is not allowed by his interrogators to sleep or to
sit. All four men have reportedly been deni ed access to nedi cal treatment and
to | awyers.

Amesty International is calling on the Government of Tadzhi ki stan to ensure
that Mrbobo M rrakhi nov, Akhrmadsho Kam | ov, Khayri ddi n Kasynov and Khurshed
Nazarov are not subject to torture or any other formof ill-treatnent, and
that they are granted access to lawers and nedical treatnment. Ammesty
International has also protested to the governments of Turkmeni stan and
Kyrgyzstan about the arrest and repatriation of these mnen.

Evi dence of torture prior to extrajudicial execution

Many bodies of alleged victins of extrajudicial execution which have been
found in the Dushanbe city norgue are reported to show evi dence of torture.
A nedi cal professional who gave Amesty Internati onal an eyew tness account
of conditions in the norgue in January and February 1993 reported that the
nost common formof torture in evidence was the tearing out of fingernails,
but sone victins had apparently had |inbs deliberately broken, their ears cut
off, or had been slashed with a blade horizontally across the face at eye
| evel, apparently to blind them The witness also told Amesty International
that some bodi es showed evi dence that barbaric methods of killing had been
used: sone victins had had their throats cut, had been partially skinned
alive, or had apparently been burned to death.

3 AMNESTY | NTERNATI ONAL' sSRECOMVENDATI ONS TO THE GOVERNMENT OF TADZH Kl STAN
It is governnents which have adopted and are bound by international human
rights standards and governments bear a responsibility to ensure that these
are respected at all times. Violence by opposition groups can never justify
t he abandonnent of these fundanental principles. Abuses by such groups should
never be used as a neans to divert attention from still less to justify,
human rights violations by governments. Condemmati on of abuses by opposition
groups must stemfromthe sane genuine respect for human life, security and
i berty which al so conpels the highest standards of governmental observance
of human rights | aw

1. Respect for human rights |aw

The Republ i c of Tadzhi ki stan i s bound by i nternati onal human ri ghts standards,
i ncluding the I nternational Covenant on Gvil and Political R ghts (I CCPR and
t he Conventi on agai nst Torture and G her Cruel, I nhuman or Degradi ng Tr eat nent
or Punishrment, by virtue of its status as a successor state of the fornmer
USSR Amesty I nternati onal wel cones the statenment by Imanmali Rakhrmonov of 24
Decenber 1992 concerning the recognition by the Republic of Tadzhikistan of
the Charter of the Uiited Nations, but calls upon the Governnent of
Tadzhi ki stan to reaffirmexplicitly that it is a party to individual United
Nations' standards on human rights, including the | CCPR and the Convention
agai nst Torture.

Ammesty I nternational wel cones the affirmation by I mamali Rakhnonov that the
Republic of Tadzhikistan is bound by the docunents of the Conference on
Security and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE), and calls on the Government to
respect the detailed CSCE hurman rights commtments.

2. State of energency regul ations

Any derogation from obligations relating to human rights and fundanental
freedons during a state of public enmergency nust remain strictly within the
limts provided for by international law, including the ICCPR and CSCE
comm tments whi ch Tadzhi ki stan has expressly agreed to be bound by. Most
importantly, the right tolife and the right not to be tortured can never be



suspended, not even during a state of emergency.

3. Government to exercise effective control to prevent abuses

(i) Those in charge of the security forces should nmaintain and where
necessary strengthen strict chain-of -comrand control to prevent human rights
abuses occurring. They must issue strict orders instructing their forces to
abi de by international human rights standards.

(ii) Any individual suspected of commtting or ordering abuses such as
deliberate and arbitrary killing, “disappearances” or torture should be
removed fromany position of authority and all duties in which he or she cones
into contact with detainees or others at risk of human rights abuses. Such
perpetrators should be tried for their actions.

(iii) Paramlitary forces operating outside the chain of comrand but with
official support or acqui escence shoul d be prohibited and di shanded, or el se
they should be fully integrated into governnent |aw enforcenment structures
with ensured chain of conmrand. Menbers of paramlitary forces who have
perpetrated human rights abuses shoul d be brought to justice.

4. Extrajudicial executions

(i) The governnent should conduct pronpt, thorough and inpartial
investigations into all allegations of extrajudicial execution; make the
findings public; and bring perpetrators of extrajudicial executiontojustice.
(ii) The government should publicly issue orders nmaking it clear that |aw
enf orcenment personnel are prohibited fromoperating a shoot-to-kill policy,
and that anyone operating such a policy will be prosecuted. The governnent
shoul d ensure that |aw enforcenent personnel use force only when strictly
necessary and only to the mninmum extent required under the circunstances.
Lethal force should not be used except when strictly unavoidable in order to
protect life.

The accountability of the Government of Tadzhikistan for extrajudicial
executions is not dimnished by the commssion of simlar acts by arnmed
opposi tion groups.

5. “Di sappear ances”

(i) Accurate information about the arrest of any person and about his or her
pl ace of detention, includingtransfers and rel eases, shoul d be nade avail abl e
pronptly to relatives, |lawers and the courts. Prisoners should be rel eased
inawy that allows reliable verification of their rel ease and ensures their
safety.

(ii) The government should ensure that prisoners are held only in publicly
recogni zed pl aces of detention. Up-to-date registers of all prisoners shoul d
be nmai ntained in every place of detention and centrally. The information in
these registers should be nade available to relatives, |awers, judges
official bodies trying to trace peopl e who have been det ai ned, and others with
alegitimate interest. No one shoul d be secretly detai ned.

(iii) The government shoul d ensure that all people held in detention have the
right to be informed pronptly of the charges against themand to be granted
i mredi ate access to relatives, |egal counsel and nedical treatnent.

(iv) The government should issue clear public instructions to all |aw
enforcenment officials to indicate that “di sappearance” of prisoners or any
other person is unlawful and will be punished.

(v) The governnent should conduct a full and independent investigation into
i ndi vi dual “di sappearances”; nake the findings public; and bring those found
responsi ble to justice.

6. The death penalty

Ammesty International is unconditionally opposed to the death penalty, which
it considers a violation of the right tolife and the ultinate formof cruel,
i nhuman and degr adi ng puni shrent. The United Nations has endorsed the goal of



wor | dwi de abolition of the death penalty. In noving towards this goal, it is
essential that internationally agreed saf eguards and restricti ons be observed
inall countries which have not yet abolished the death penalty. The reported
i ntroduction of capital punishment for possession of firearns suggests that
sone of these safeguards and restrictions may not be observed i n Tadzhi ki st an

Most inportantly, illegal possession of firearns is not an offence which
warrants the death penalty, according to standards adopted by the United
Nat i ons Econom ¢ and Social Council (ECCSOC). The annex to the safeguards
guaranteeing protection of the rights of those facing the death penalty,
adopted by ECOSCC i n 1984, states: “In countries which have not abolished the
death penalty, capital punishment may be inposed only for the nost serious
crimes, it being understood that their scope shoul d not go beyond i ntentiona

crimes with lethal or other extrenely grave consequences.”

Amesty International also calls on the governnent to adopt the follow ng
nmeasures in line with international human rights standards:

(i) To ensure that every prisoner accused of an offence puni shable by death
is afforded all facilities, including free access to a |awer of his or her
choice, for a fair trial before an independent, conpetent and inpartial
tribunal, and that the rights of the accused are protected at all stages of
the judicial process.

(ii) To ensure that everyone sentenced to death has the right to seek pardon
or commutation of sentence, and the right to appeal to a court of higher
jurisdiction.

7. Torture

No one should be tortured or subjected to cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment. Amesty International calls on the Tadzhik
authorities:

(i) to put a stop to all acts of torture imrediately, to publicly condemn
torture and to issue clear instructions to |aw enforcenent officials that
torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnent or punishment are crines
puni shabl e by | aw

(ii) urgently to order an i ndependent inquiry into all allegations of torture
and other forns of ill-treatnent, to nake the findings public, bring those
found responsible to justice, and provi de adequate conpensation to victimns;

(iii) to ensure that detainees under interrogation are allowed pronpt and
regul ar access to a lawer of their choice, as well as to relatives and to a
medi cal practitioner on request.
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