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SLOVENI A Many of approxi mately 2,000 refugees from Bosni a-
Her zegovi na i n Sl oveni a

Many of approxi mately 2,000 refugees from Bosni a- Herzegovi na are at risk of
ref oul enent when the tenporary protection status they had been granted by
the Sl oveni an Governnent ends on 31 July 1997.

The endi ng of tenporary protection affects refugees fromentities of

Bosni a- Her zegovi na where their nationality now constitutes a majority, for
exanpl e Bosni an Serbs from Republika Srpska or Bosniacs (Bosnian Muisli ns)
and Bosnian Croats fromthe Federation of Bosni a-Herzegovi na (Federation).
Sone exceptions have been nade for particularly vul nerable groups, for
exanpl e the so-call ed Bosniac "Abdi E supporters" from Bi ha0 and Bosni acs
from Mostar in the Federation and those who were the victins of extrene
violence or torture, but there is no procedure for extending protection on
the nerits of an individual case. Refugees may individually seek

perm ssion to remain in Slovenia under the Law on Foreigners, which
contai ns provisions which would allow foreigners to apply for tenporary
resi dence for humanitarian reasons. However, in order to remain in the
country under the provisions of that |aw, applicants would have to fulfi
strict criteria such as econom c self-sufficiency during the tine the
application is processed.

It is not safe for many refugees to return to Bosni a-Herzegovi na, including
those fromentities where their nationality now constitutes a npjority. In
addition to the obstacles facing returnees in gaining accommodati on,
Ammesty International receives daily reports of human rights violations in
areas of Bosni a- Her zegovi na where sone of these people are expected to
return, including forcible eviction, ill-treatnent by the police, unfair
trials, as well as the failure of the police to adequately protect

vul nerabl e groups from attacks by local citizens. For exanple, on 10 June,
a Bosni ac woman and her son who had returned to their hone town of

Tom sl avgrad (Federation) from Gernmany |eft after they were reportedly

t hreat ened by nenbers of the Bosnian Croat nmilitary (HVO and police.

A judge in Livno (Federation) has reportedly told human rights nonitors
that the authorities nmust give him"perm ssion" before he can issue
deci si ons about housing di sputes. A Bosniac coupl e conplained that they
were assaulted on 25 June in Kiseljak (Federation).

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

There are currently approxi mately 6,000 refugees from Bosni a- Herzegovina in
Sl oveni a.

Al t hough those refugees for whom protection ends will be able to apply for
asylumin Slovenia and to renain in Slovenia while their applications are
processed, governnental authorities have told Amesty Internationa

Sl ovenia that all such applications will be rejected. This is because

Sl ovene | aw specifies that refugees wishing to apply for refugee status in
Sl oveni a have only three days to do so following their arrival. This
restrictive neasure effectively denies those fleeing human rights
violations the right to seek asylumwi thin the neaning of the UN Refugee
Conventi on.
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On 2 July, the Human Ri ghts Orbudsperson for Bosni a- Herzegovi na i ssued a
report which concluded “the forcible repatriation of refugees to areas to
whi ch the individuals concerned do not voluntarily return may lead to
systematic and severe violations of human rights”, and recomended t hat
when authorities in Bosnia-Herzegovi na negotiate with governments hosting
refugees from Bosni a- Her zegovi na, consideration shoul d be given to whether
political or other circunmstances permt individual refugees to return to
their pre-war hones, and whether such returns are in conformty with
appl i cabl e human rights standards.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmail letters in
Sl ovene, English, German, Italian or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern about the decision to end tenporary protection for
many refugees from Bosni a- Herzegovi na on 31 July 1997 and noting that sone

of those for whomtenporary protection will end may still be in need of
protection;
- noting that it is still not safe for many refugees to return to Bosni a-

Her zegovi na, and that the Orbudsperson for Bosni a-Herzegovi na has concl uded
that forcible repatriation or resettlenent of refugees may lead to
systematic and severe violations of human rights;

- expressing concern that those who apply for asylum after the ending of
tenporary protection are likely to have their cases summarily rejected on
the grounds that they did not apply within three days of entering Slovenia;
- stating that the possibility to apply for tenporary residence under the
Law on Foreigners is contingent on the ability to support oneself and
therefore this procedure cannot be substituted for an asyl um procedure;

- urging the authorities to take urgent neasures to rescind the three-day
rul e neasure for those who have received tenporary protection in Slovenia
and ot her asyl um seekers;

- calling upon the authorities to rectify any other |egal obstacles so that
all refugees have the opportunity to have their individual asylumclains
assessed in a fair and satisfactory procedure to determne if they are at
ri sk of serious human rights violations if returned.

APPEALS TGO

Presi dent

M| an KuOan

Predsedni k Republ i ke Sl ovenije

ErjavOeva 17

1000 Lj ubljana, Slovenia

Fax: (386) 61 178 13 57

Tel egrans: M| an Kucan, President, Ljubljana, Slovenia
Sal utation: Dear President

Prime M nister

Dr Janez Drnovsek

Predsedni k Vi ade Slovenije

QG egor Oi Oeva ul . 20

1000 Lj ubljana, Slovenia

Fax: (386) 61 178 1607

Tel egrans: Janez Drnovsek, Prime Mnister, Ljubljana, Slovenia
Salutation: Dear Prime Mnister

COPI ES TO



I vo Bizj ak

Var uh Ol ovekovi h pravic
Sl ovenska 27

1000 Lj ubljana, Slovenia

and to diplomatic representatives of Slovenia accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 5 Septenber 1997.



