EXTERNAL Al I ndex: MDE 11/08/97

UA 193/ 97 Deaths in custody/Fear for Safety 1 July 1997

BAHRAI N
“Abd al - Zahra | brahi m * Abdul | ah, aged 27
Shai kh “ Ali Mrza al - Nakkas, aged 50

Mass arrests and the deaths in custody of two prisoners in the past nonth
have pronpted fears for the safety of political detainees in Bahrain.

On 1 June 1997 ‘ Abd al -Zahra | brahim* Abdul | ah was anobng a group of
denonstrators arrested in al-Sanabes and held i ncommunicado in al-Qal’'a
Prison. On 6 June his relatives were officially informed that he had died.
A spokesman for the Bahraini Mnistry of Interior reportedly announced on 8
June that ‘' Abd al -Zahra | brahim*Abdul |l ah had been rel eased on 3 June and
|ater died as a result of a “blood disorder”. However, information received
by Amesty International suggested that ‘Abd al-Zahra |brahimwas admtted
to al - Sal mani ya Hospital in al-Manama on 3 June after his health had
deteriorated. Hi s body allegedly bore physical nmarks of torture.

On 29 June Shaikh “Ali Mrza al -Nakkas, a blind Shi’a cleric, died in
custody in al-Qal’a Prison in al-Mnam where he had been held

i ncommuni cado since his arrest on 23 April, on charges of incitenent

agai nst the governnent. Hi s body was reportedly buried by the security
forces on the sane day. A spokesman for the Bahraini Mnistry of Interior
said on 30 June that Shaikh “Ali Mrza al-Nakkas had died in prison from
natural causes, suffering fromrespiratory problens. However, according to
i nformati on received by Amesty International his death nmay have been
caused by lack of proper nedical care

Shai kh “ Ali Mrza al - Nakkas had previously been arrested on 22 January 1996
and sentenced to one years’ inprisonnent on charges of delivering politica
sernmons in nosques. He was rel eased in February 1997.

No thorough and i ndependent investigations have been carried out into the
ci rcunst ances surroundi ng the causes of these deaths or other deaths in
custody since anti-governnment protests erupted in Bahrain in Decenber 1994.
The victins include Sa’'id ‘Abd al -Rasul al-Iskafi, a 16-year-old student
from al - Sanabes, who was summoned for interrogation on 29 June 1995. On 8
July his famly was told to collect his body fromthe MIlitary Hospital. On
13 August 1996, al-Sayyid ‘Ali al-Sayyid Anin al-’"Alawi, aged 19, was
arrested in the village of Karbabad. Hi s body was handed over to his famly
four days later, reportedly bearing marks of torture.

Amesty International fears for the safety of other political detainees and
pri soners of conscience currently held i ncormuni cado. There are currently
hundreds of detainees held in various prisons in Bahrain.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

On 13 June Amesty International wote to the Bahraini authorities
requesting that a full and thorough investigation into the death of *‘Abd
al - Zahra | brahim*‘ Abdul | ah be carried out and anyone found responsible be
brought to justice. No response has been received fromthe governnent to
dat e.
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RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airmnai
letters in English, Arabic or your own | anguage:

- expressing deep concern at the deaths in custody of ‘Abd al-Zahra |brahim
“ Abdul I ah and Shai kh ‘Ali Mrza al -Nakkas, reportedly as a result of
torture and nedi cal neglect;

- calling for full and thorough investigations into the circunstances
surroundi ng the deaths of ‘Abd al-Zahra | brahim*Abdull ah and Shai kh * Al
Mrza al - Nakkas, for the results to be made public, and for anyone found
responsi ble for their deaths be brought to justice;

- calling for all detainees to be protected fromany formof torture or
ill-treatnment

- calling for all detainees to be granted i mmedi ate and continui ng access
to lawers, fanm |y nmenbers and nedical care.

APPEALS TO

Hi s Excel | ency

Shai kh Muhammad Bin Khalifa Al Khalifa

M ni ster of Interior

P. 0. Box 13, Al-Mnam, Bahrain

Tel exes: 9572 PSMKT BN or 8333 ALAMAN BN

Tel egranms: M nister of Interior, al-Mananm, Bahrain
Faxes: +973 276765 or 290526

Sal ut ati on: Your Excell ency

Hi s Excel | ency

Shai kh Khalifa Bin Sal man Al Khalifa
Prime M nister

P. 0. Box 1000, al -Manama, Bahrain

Tel exes: 9336 PROM BN or 7889 PMPO BN
Faxes: +973 533033

Sal ut ati on: Your Excell ency

and to diplomatic representatives of Bahrain accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 12 August 1997.



