EXTERNAL Al I ndex: MDE 12/42/98

EXTRA 53/ 98 Fear of Execution / Fear of torture 4 August 1998

EGYPT Ahmad | brahi m al - Sayyi d al - Naggar, aged 35, at i mr nent
ri sk of execution

Mohammad Huda, aged 39
Mohammad Hassan Mahnoud, aged 22
Magi d Most afa, aged 36

Ammesty International has received reports that the four people nmentioned
above have recently been forcibly returned to Egypt by the Al banian
authorities. If these reports are established as true then Ahmad | brahim

al - Sayyi d al -Naggar may be at iminent risk of execution as he was
sentenced to death in absentia in October 1997. The four men are said to be
hel d i ncommuni cado in the headquarters of the State Security Investigations
Department in Lazoghly Square (Cairo) and there are fears that they may be
subjected to torture

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The four people have recently been living in Al bania and were active in an
I sl ami st charitable organization. They were all sought by the Egyptian
Governnment al |l egedly because of their Islam st opposition activities. Mgid
Most af a and Mohammad Huda were arrested at the end of June in Tirana by the
Al bani an police. Mohammad Hassan Mahmoud was arrested on 16 July 1998, but
the exact date of Ahmad |brahimal-Sayyid al-Naggar’'s arrest is not known
to Atmesty International. He had been detained and tortured in Egypt on
several occasions before he managed to flee the country in 1992. On 15

Oct ober 1997 he was sentenced to death in absentia by the Suprenme Mlitary
Court in Cairo. The case involved 87 defendants who were charged with,
anong ot her things, nenbership of a secret organization, al-G had (Holy
Struggle), crimnal collusion, possession of weapons and anti-governnent

| eafl ets, and planning to plant explosives in the Khan al-Khalili market in
Cairo (see Urgent Action 324/97 issued on 16 Cctober 1997).

According to Egyptian |law a sentence given by a mlitary court in absentia
is carried out once the person is arrested or returned to the country,
unl i ke sentences issued in absentia by (Emergency) Supreme State Security
Courts, which require that the person has to be retried. Ahmad |brahim al -
Sayyid al-Naggar is therefore at inmmnent risk of execution

In Septenber 1995 an Egyptian political refugee in Denmark, Tal'at Fu' ad
Qassim was arrested in Zaghreb in Croatia. He then “di sappeared”. Al
attenpts by his wife and lawer in Denmark to |locate himwere in vain. He
was allegedly forcibly returned to Egypt and since that time the Egyptian
Gover nment has neither confirmed nor denied the reports. Tal’at Fu’ ad
Qassi mtoo had been sentenced to death in absentia by an Egyptian mlitary
court on 3 Decenber 1992

Torture of political prisoners continues to be systematic, particularly in
the headquarters of the SSI in Lazoghly Square, but also in other SSI
branches in the country, police stations and occasionally prisons. The
nost comron torture methods reported are: electric shocks, beatings,
suspensi on by the wists or ankles, burning with cigarettes, and various
forms of psychol ogical torture, including death threats and threats of rape



or sexual abuse of the detainee or their female relatives. Lawers and

| ocal human rights groups have | odged hundreds of conplaints of torture

with the Public Prosecutor’s Ofice, but no inpartial investigations are
known to have been conduct ed.

In May 1996 the United Nations Conmittee against Torture issued a report
sumrari zing the results of a confidential inquiry carried out since 1991

over a period of five years. It concluded that “torture is systematically
practised by the Security Forces in Egypt, in particular by State Security
Intelligence”. The Commttee urged the Egyptian Governnent to “nake

particular efforts to prevent its security forces fromacting as a State
within a State, for they seemto escape control by superior authorities”.
The Egyptian CGovernnent has so far failed to inplenment any of the
recommendati ons made by the Committee. Anong those recommendati ons were
the need to “set up an independent investigation machinery, including in
its composition judges, |lawers and nedical doctors, that should
efficiently exanmine all the allegations of torture, in order to bring them
expeditiously before the courts. This independent group should al so nonitor
t he saf eguards agai nst torture guaranteed to persons deprived of their
liberty under Egyptian law, in particular by having access to all the

pl aces where allegations of torture have been reported....”

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airmai
letters in Arabic, English, French or your own | anguage:

- urging the Egyptian Governnent to confirmthe reports that the four
peopl e have been forcibly returned to Egypt;

- urging the President of the Republic to use his constitutional powers to
grant clenency to Ahnmad | brahi m al - Sayyi d al - Naggar and commute this and

ot her death sentences;

- seeking assurances that all the four people are humanely treated and have
regul ar access to lawyers of their own choosing and to their famlies.

APPEALS TO

Hi s Excell ency Mbhammad Hosni Mibar ak

Presi dent of the Arab Republic of Egypt

‘ Abedi ne Pal ace, Cairo, Egypt

Tel egrans: President Mibarak, Cairo, Egypt
Tel exes: 93794 WAZRA UN

Faxes: + 202 390 1998

Sal utation: Your Excellency

Hi s Excellency General Habib al -’ Adel

M nister of the Interior

M nistry of the Interior

Al - Shei kh Ri han Street, Bab al -Louk, Cairo, Egypt
Faxes: + 202 579 2031

Sal utati on: Dear M nister

COPI ES TO

Ms Nayla Gabr

The Human Ri ghts Depart nent
M nistry of Foreign Affairs
Corniche al-Nil, Cairo, Egypt
Faxes: + 202 574 9533




M_ Raga’ al-'Arab

Publ i ¢ Prosecutor

Dar al -Qadha al -’ Al

Ranses Street, Cairo, Egypt

Dr. Eat hi_ Sorour

Speaker

The Peopl e’s Assenbly

Magl es al -Sha’ab Street, Cairo, Egypt
Faxes: + 202 574 91 75

and to diplomatic representatives of Egypt accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 1 Septenber 1998.

"Everyone has the right to life, liberty
and security of person.”



