PUBLI C Al I ndex: MDE 12/52/98
12 Novenber 1998
Further information on Extra 53/98 (VMDE 12/42/98, 4

August 1998) - Fear of execution / Fear of torture New
Concern: Fear of unfair trial

EGYPT Ahmad | brahi m al - Sayyi d al - Naggar, aged 35
Mohammad Huda, aged 39
Mohammad Hassan Mahnoud, aged 22
Magi d Most afa, aged 36
New Nanmes: Sayyed Sal ana
Tareq ‘Ali Mirs

Ahmad | brahi m al - Sayyi d al - Naggar, Mhamad Huda, Mohammad Hassan Mahnoud
and Magi d Mostafa were recently transferred to the High Security prison in
Tora (south of Cairo), where the risk of being subjected to torture and
ill-treatnent is reduced. The risk of Ahmad |brahi mal-Sayyid al - Naggar
being i mrinently executed is al so di m nished.

The four nmen are anong 50 al |l eged nenbers of the Islam st arned group al -
G had currently being questioned by the Mlitary Prosecution. Sayyed

Sal ama, who was forcibly returned from Saudi Arabia on June 1 1998, and
Tareq “Ali Mursi, who was forcibly returned from South Africa at the end of
October, are al so anpong those being questioned in relation to this case.

Ammesty International is concerned that all six nen will be tried before a
Mlitary Court as trials of civilians before Mlitary Courts violate

i nternational standards. Defence | awers are denied sufficient tine to
prepare their cases, and there is no right to appeal against a sentence
passed by a Mlitary Court. Sentences are subjected only to review by the
Mlitary Appeals’ Bureau - a body conposed of mlitary judges which is not
a court - and ratification by the President. Al death sentences passed by
mlitary courts since the end of 1992 have been confirmed by the Bureau and
ratified by the President.

In July 1993 the UN Human Rights Conmittee reviewed Egypt’s record of

i mpl enenting the International Covenant for Civil and Political Rights

(I CCPR) and expressed concern about mlitary courts trying civilians,
concluding that: "mlitary courts should not have the faculty to try cases
whi ch do not refer to offences conmmitted by nenbers of the arnmed forces in
the course of their duties”.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

On 15 Cctober 1997, Ahmad | brahi m al - Sayyi d al - Naggar was sentenced to
death in absentia by the Suprene Mlitary Court in Cairo (see UA 324/97,
MDE 12/56/98, 16 Cctober 1997). Ahmad | brahi m al - Sayyi d al - Naggar, Mhanmad
Huda, Mohammad Hassan Mahnmoud and Magi d Mostafa were forcibly returned from
Al bania to Egypt in July 1998. They were reportedly first held in the
headquarters of the State Security Investigation Department in Lazoghly
Square (Cairo). Sayyed Sal ama and Tareq ‘Ali Mirsi are allegedly nmenbers of
al - G had.

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/ express/
airmail letters in Arabic, English, French, or in your own |anguage:



- urging that the six nen be guaranteed a fair trial before a civilian
court in accordance with recognized international standards;

- seeking assurances that all six nmen are humanely treated and have regul ar
access to lawers of their own choice and to their fanmilies;

- urging the President of the Republic to use his constitutional powers to
grant clenency to Ahmad | brahi m al - Sayyi d al - Naggar and comute this and
all other death sentences;

- rem nding the governnent of Egypt of its comritnent to the Universa

Decl arati on of Human Rights, in particular Article 10 :"Everyone is
entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by an independent
and inpartial tribunal".

APPEALS TO

His Excellency Mbhammad Hosni Mibar ak

Presi dent of the Arab Republic of Egypt

‘ Abedi ne Pal ace, Cairo, Egypt

Tel egranms: President Mubarak, Cairo, Egypt
Tel exes: 93794 WAZRA UN

Faxes: + 202 390 1998

Sal utation: Your Excellency

Hi s Excellency General Habib al-'Adel

M nister of the Interior

M nistry of the Interior

Al - Shei kh Ri han Street, Bab al -Louk, Cairo, Egypt
Faxes: + 202 579 2031

Sal utati on: Dear M nister

COPI ES TO

Ms Nayla Gabr

The Human Ri ghts Depart nment
M nistry of Foreign Affairs
Corniche al-Nil, Cairo, Egypt
Faxes: + 202 574 9533

M _ Raga’ al-'Arab

Publ i ¢ Prosecutor

Dar al -Qadha al -’ Al

Ranses Street, Cairo, Egypt

Dr_Fat hi Sorour

Speaker

The Peopl e’s Assenbly

Magl es al -Sha’ab Street, Cairo, Egypt
Faxes: + 202 574 91 75

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 10 Decenber 1998.

"Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by an
i ndependent and inpartial tribunal"
Article 10, Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts

Visit the Amesty International UDHR canpai gn website on http://ww. ammesty. excite.com



