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Further information on UA 236/00 (MDE 13/22/00, 9 August 2000) - Prisoners
of Conscience / Medical Concern

New concern: Unfair Trial / Fear of torture

| RAN Hoj j at ol esl am Hasan Yousefi Eshkevari, researcher and
journalist, aged 50
Ahmad Zei dabadi, journali st

Massoud Behnoud, journalist, aged 55

Pri soner of conscience Hojjatol esl am Hasan Yousefi Eshkevari’'s case was
heard in a closed trial between 7 and 15 Cctober. He has not yet been
sentenced, but it is possible he could be sentenced to flogging or even the
deat h penalty.

Hoj j at ol esl am Hasan Yousefi Eshkevari, who has been detained for two nonths
with only Iimted access to his famly, was tried by the Special Court for
the Clergy (SCC). The court reportedly rejected the | awers he had chosen
and would not let himcarry out his own defence. Instead, he was appointed
a lawer not of his choosing. His wife, Mhtaram Gol baba’i, has reportedly
said in an interview that he was not told when the trial would take place.

He is reportedly accused of “acting against national security", “defaning
government officials in published articles”, and “denial of the Islamc
faith” in a speeches he gave at a Berlin conference, and in articles
publ i shed i n now banned newspapers. The charges carry heavy sentences,

i ncludi ng flogging. There have al so been unconfirmed reports that he is
accused of heresy (ertedad), being at war with God (nuhareb ba khoda) and
being a corrupter on earth (nofsed fel arz). If found guilty of these
charges, he could be sentenced to death.

He was supposed to be sentenced on 16 Cctober, but the sentencing was
reportedly delayed after senior officials, apparently including President
Mohammad Khatam and the Leader of the Islamc Republic, Ayatollah Al
Khamenei, intervened. Trials in special courts, such as the SCC, often fal
short of international standards for fair trial

Hoj j at ol esl am Hasan Yousefi Eshkevari was first arrested on 5 August as
part of an ongoi ng cl anpdown on freedom of speech in Iran, apparently for

having participated in the Berlin conference in April, which debated socia
and political reformin Iran. Ahnad Zei dabadi and Massoud Behnoud, two

ot her prisoners of conscience arrested around the sane tine, are still in
det enti on.

Ahmad Zei dabadi was transferred to the "Qarantina" section of Evin prison
around 12 Cctober. It is highly unusual for journalists to be detained in
this part of the prison, which holds for exanple drugs snmugglers and
thieves. H s wife, Mihdiye Mohammadi, reportedly said in an interviewthat
he may have been transferred because he has refused to sign a letter
condemming his actions, and that he is due to remain in this section for
approxi mately 10 days.
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Massoud Behnoud was reportedly supposed to be rel eased on bail around 2

Oct ober, but there have been unconfirmed reports that his rel ease was over-
ruled by Said Mdrtazavi, the judge at the court dealing with npst press
cases. Massoud Behnoud has an ul cer and a heart condition.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The current clanpdown on freedom of expression in Iran has been underway
since July 1999, when the closure of the newspaper Sal am sparked nati onw de
protest. Many nore newspapers have since been shut down. Eighteen
newspapers were closed in April 2000 al one, and many journalists have been
arrested. See Iran: Cl anpdown on freedom of expression, News Service 078/00
(MDE 13/08/00, 27 April 2000)

In recent nonths, the Iranian authorities have arrested a nunber of
journalist who took part in a conference at Berlin's Heinrich Bol

Institute in April, which was nmarked by strong protest by lranian politica
groups in exile. Anbng those arrested in connection with the conference,
pri soners of conscience Akbar Ganji and Khalil Rostankhani are still in

custody. (See Extra 43/00, MDE 13/07/00; UA 182/00, MDE 13/13/00 and
foll owup MDE 13/27/00). Ot hers, who have been rel eased on bail, remin
under investigation, including Mehrangiz Kar, Shahla Lahiji, Ali Afshar
and Ezzatol |l ah Sahabi. (See UA 103/00, MDE 13/20/00 and foll owup ME
13/16/00; UA 182/00, MDE 13/13/00 and foll owup MDE 13/27/00).

Proposals to reformthe existing press |law, which would have nade it harder
to prosecute journalists and editors, and which would have shifted | ega
responsi bility to publishers, were controversially w thdrawn in August
after the Leader of the Islanmic Republic, Ayatollah Khanenei, called on the
parliament (Majles) to | eave the | aw unchanged.

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/ express/

airmail letters in English, French or in your own |anguage:
- urging the Special Court for the Clergy (SCC) to review Hojjatol esl am
Hasan Yousefi Eshkevari's case, seeking guarantees that he will not be

fl ogged or sentenced to death in violation of international |aw prohibiting
torture and cruel or degrading treatnent;

- urging the authorities to rel ease Hojjatol esl am Hasan Yousefi Eshkevari,
Ahmad Zei dabadi, Massoud Behnoud and ot her prisoners of conscience

i medi ately and unconditionally;

- seeking guarantees that the they will be treated hunmanely in prison and
that they will not be held in sections of Evin prison not normally used for
the detention of journalists;

- asking for details of the charges brought agai nst Ahmad Zei dabadi and
Massoud Behnoud, and seeking assurances that have been granted i medi ate
access to a |lawyer of their choice and to their famlies

- calling for Ahmad Zei dabadi, Massoud Behnoud and ot her prisoners of
conscience to be released on bail prior to trial

APPEALS TO

Leader of the Islanmic Republic

Hi s Excel |l ency Ayatollah Sayed ‘ Ali Khanenei,

The Presidency, Pal estine Avenue,

Azerbaijan Intersection, Tehran, Islamc Republic of Iran




Tel egranms: Ayatol | ah Khanmenei, Tehran, Iran
Sal utation: Your Excellency

Presi dent

Hi s Excel |l ency Hojjatol esl am val Moslenin Sayed Mohammad Khat ami
The Presidency, Pal estine Avenue

Azerbaijan Intersection, Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran

Tel egranms: President Khatam , Tehran, Iran

Sal utation: Your Excellency

Head of Judiciary

Hi s Excel l ency Ayatol |l ah Mahmoud Hasheni - Shahr ud
M ni stry of Justice, Park-e Shahr,

Tehran, Islanm c Republic of Iran

Tel egranms: Head of the Judiciary, Tehran, Iran
Sal utation: Your Excellency

COPI ES TO

M nister of Foreign Affairs,

Hi s Excel | ency Kamal Kharraz

M nistry of Foreign Affairs, Shei kh Abdol majid Keshk-e Mesri Avenue
Tehran, Islanm c Republic of Iran

M Mohammad Hassan Zia'i-Far

Secretary, Islamc Human Ri ghts Comm ssion

PO Box 13165-137, Tehran, Islam c Republic of Iran
Faxes: + 98 21 204 0541

and to diplomatic representatives of Iran accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 28 Novenber 2000.



