
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

TORTURE TO CONFESSION TO EXECUTION 

 
Samar Sa'ad 'Abdullah was sentenced to death in Augus t 2005. She insists she is innocent of the murder 
of her uncle, his wife and one of their children. Sh e has blamed her fiancé, saying he killed her relat ives 
in order to rob her uncle. Her fiancé was also accu sed of the murder but it is not known if the author ities 
have been able to arrest him.  
 

In court and in an interview in prison by a CNN 
reporter, Samar insisted that she is innocent. She said 
that she only confessed to the murders because she 
was tortured by the police. She is detained at al-
Kadhimiya Women's Prison in Baghdad and faces 
execution unless she is pardoned or her sentence is 
commuted by the president. 
 
After the fall of Saddam Hussain in April 2003 Iraq 
was controlled by the US-led Coalition Provisional 
Authority (CPA), which suspended the death 
penalty. The interim Iraqi government which took 
over the following year reinstated the death penalty 
for a number of offences, and justified it by saying 
that the death penalty was necessary to deal with 
the precarious security situation.  
 
The first executions were carried out in September 2005. 
Last year at least 65 people were executed, including 
two women and former president Saddam Hussain.  
 
 

Former officials have been sentenced to death by 
the Supreme Iraqi Criminal Tribunal (SICT) set up 
to bring to justice people suspected of war crimes, 
crimes against humanity and genocide. The CPA 
established the Central Criminal Court of Iraq 
(CCCI), which can also impose the death sentence 
and has jurisdiction over terrorist offences, 
organized crime, corruption and sectarian violence.  
 
There have been serious shortcomings in cases 
where the CCCI has imposed a death sentence. 
These include confessions obtained through torture 
and other ill-treatment, pre-trial televised 
"confessions", and suspects having insufficient 
access to lawyers. 
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HOW YOU CAN HELP 

 

1. Write to President Jalal Talabani 

2. Write to Prime Minister Nuri Kamil al-Maliki 

Please send appeals to one of the Iraqi embassies listed here, depending on 

which language you use, and ask them to forward your appeal. 

French 

Section des Intérêts Irakiens à Paris 

53, rue de la Faisanderie - 75016 Paris, France 

Fax: +33 01 45 53 33 80 

English 

Consular Section 

Embassy of the Republic of Iraq  

3 Elvaston Place  

London SW7 5QH  

Fax: +44 207 5847 909 

Spanish 

Republic of Iraq Embassy/High Comission/Consulate For Spain 

Ronda de Soradiel, 77 

PO Box 28071 

Madrid 28043, Spain 

Fax: +34 91 7593180 

 

In your letter, ask the President and Prime Minister to: 

� commute the death sentence imposed on Samar Sa'ad 'Abdullah 

� investigate allegations of torture fully and to hold anyone found 

responsible to account 

� commute all death sentences that have been passed since August 2004 and 

immediately impose a moratorium on executions as a key step towards the 

abolition of the death penalty. 

 

3. Send a letter of support to Samar Sa'ad 'Abdullah 

Please do not send religious cards, but send the message, "thinking of you and all 

women who are on death row with you." 

Samar Sa'ad 'Abdullah 

Al-Kadhimiya Women Prison 

Baghdad 

Republic of Iraq 

 

FIND OUT MORE 

� Read Amnesty International’s report, Unjust and Unfair: The death penalty in 

Iraq 

http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGMDE140142007?open&of=ENG-392 

� Watch the CNN interview with Samar Sa'ad 'Abdullah: 

www.cnn.com/video/#/video/world/2007/05/09/damon.iraq.death.cnn 
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