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UA 290/ 00 Death penalty/ Torture/Unfair Trial 20 September 2000

JORDAN Khader Abu Hosher
Usama Husni Kanel Sammar

On 18 Septenber eight people were sentenced to death, six in absentia, and
14 to inprisonnment by the Jordanian State Security Court. Sonme of these had
been held in prolonged i ncommuni cado detention and had al |l egedly been
tortured. Amesty International is concerned that Khader Abu Hosher and
Usama Husni Kanmel Sammar are at risk of execution

Khader Abu Hosher and Usama Husni Kanel Sammar were sentenced to death for
their alleged involvenrent with al-Qa eda (the Base), an organization
supposedly linked to Usama ben Laden. Anpbng ot her things, they were
convicted of plotting to carry out bonmb attacks in Jordan, nmanufacturing
expl osives and recruiting people to carry out attacks on Jew sh and
Anerican targets. The sentences are subject to appeal to the Court of
Cassation, and, if upheld, nust be approved by the King.

During the sane trial, six people, who have fled the country, were
sentenced to death in absentia. Three people were sentenced to life

i mpri sonment and 11 people were sentenced to terns of inprisonnent ranging
fromseven and a half to 15 years. Six people were acquitted.

Throughout the trial period, which began in April, serious restrictions
were i nposed on communi cati on between the defendants and their | awers,
allowing themto nmeet only in the presence of the security forces. The
defendants were al so reportedly beaten, and at |east three defendants were
noved fromdormtories into solitary confinenent for up to two nonths,
apparently as a puni shnent.

Those who stood trial were arrested by the Jordanian security forces in
Decenber 1999 and held in incommuni cado detention for up to three nonths at
the General Intelligence Departnent’s detention centre. Their bodies
reportedly showed nmarks of torture when relatives and | awers saw them for
the first tinme. During the trial, Khader Abu Hosher stated that he had been
subjected to “very tough interrogation nethods”, and that other defendants
were “tortured and terrorised” into testifying against him O her
defendants, including those acquitted, also stated that they had been
subjected to prolonged torture and ill-treatnent, and that confessions had
been extracted under duress. The methods of torture reportedly used include
severe beatings with shackled feet and Fal aga (beatings of the soles of the
feet). To Amesty International’s know edge, no nedical exam nations or

i nvestigations into the torture allegations have been ordered.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Amesty International has previously criticised Jordan’s use of prol onged

i ncommuni cado detention, which may allow torture. Amesty International has
also criticised State Security Court trials on the grounds that this court
does not offer the same guarantees of justice as a normal crimnal court,
since the judges are alnost invariably mlitary.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airmil
letters in English, Arabic, French or your own | anguage:



- calling for the death sentence on Khader Abu Hosher and Usama Husni Kanel
Sanmar to be conmut ed;

- calling for the allegations of torture and ill-treatnment to be

i nvestigated, and for anyone found to have used torture to be brought to
justice;

- expressing concern that detainees were held in prolonged i ncommuni cado
detention, contrary to United Nation human rights standards such as the UN
Body of Principles for the Protection of Al Persons under Any Form of
Detention or Inprisonnent, which state that those detai ned should be given
pronpt access to |awers and famly;

- noting that governnents have not only a right but also an obligation to
bring those who plan or perpetrate violent crinmes to justice, but that this
shoul d be done in accordance with international standards for fair trials.

APPEALS TO

Hi s Majesty King ‘Abdall ah bin Hussein

Ofice of HM the King

Royal Pal ace

Amman

The Hashemite Ki ngdom of Jordan

Tel egranms: King ‘ Abdal | ah bin Hussein, Amman, Jordan
Faxes: + 962 6 463 4755

Sal utation: Your Mjesty

“Ali Abu Ragheb
Prime M nister and M ni ster of Defence
O fice of the Prime Mnister

PO Box 1577

Amman

The Hashemite Ki ngdom of Jordan
Faxes: + 962 6 464 2520

Sal utation: Your Excellency

Fari s al - Nabul si
Deputy Prime Mnister and M nister of Justice

PO Box 6040

Amman

The Hashi mite Kingdom of Jordan
Faxes: + 962 6 568 0238
COPI ES TO

Her Maj esty Queen Rania

Presi dent of the Royal Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts
O fice of her Majesty the Queen

Royal Pal ace

Amman

Hashem te Ki ngdom of Jordan

Sal utation: Your Mjesty

and to diplomatic representatives of Jordan accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 1 Novenber 2000.



