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KUWAI T:

" Abd al - Rahman Hassan Khafi: executed 5 May 1993

Ghaleb ' Abd al-Majid al-Turki (lraqi): sentenced to death 23/5/1992
Muhsi n Shawkat Taher Hussain (lraqgi): sentenced to death 23/5/1992

Huda Mustafa Iman (fenale): sentenced to death in absentia 7/12/92
Khalifa (full name unknown): sentenced to death 1992

Si ham | brahi m Hussain 'Ali (fenmale) (Kuwaiti): sentenced to death 30/1/93

" Abd al - Rahman Hassan Khafi, an Iraqi national sentenced to death by Kuwait's
State Security Court |ast year, was executed on 5 May 1993. According to
informati on available to Amesty International, this was the first recorded
judicial execution to have been carried out in Kuwait since 1989. Annesty
International fears that this execution may signal the Kuwaiti governnent's
willingness to carry out other death sentences inposed on prisoners convicted on
charges of "collaboration".

Since April 1992, seven death sentences (including that of 'Abd al -Rahman Khafi)
have been passed, one of themin absentia. Amesty International welconed the
Court of Cassation's decision in Decenber 1992 to reduce one of these death
sentence to |ife inprisonment. The five other death sentences, passed on those
nanmed above, are currently before the Court of Cassation or awaiting ratification
by the Amir. On 5 April 1993 Amesty International appealed to the Anmr to
exercise clemency and to commute these death sentences, and urging himnot to
ratify the death sentence inposed on 'Abd al - Rahman Hassan Khafi. To date
Ammesty I nternational has received no response.

" Abd al - Rahman Hassan Khafi was arrested followi ng the withdrawal of Iraqi forces
in Kuwait in February 1991, and was anong sone 150 defendants brought to tria
before the State Security Court since April 1992. Al faced charges of

"“col l aboration" with lraqi forces during the occupation of Kuwait. 'Abd al-
Rahman Khafi was charged on six counts, including the preneditated nurder of a
Kuwai ti border guard, illegal possession of explosives, trading in arns and

al cohol, and working with Irag through his nenbership of the Arab Liberation
Front (Jabhat al-Tahrir al-'Arabiyya). He was sentenced to death on 19 July 1992
foll owi ng proceedings which failed to conformto international standards for fair
trial. The death sentence was upheld by the Court of Cassation on 28 Decenber
1992 and subsequently ratified by the Amr of Kuwait. 'Abd al -Rahnan Hassan Khaf
was hanged in the execution roomat Kuwait Central Prison in the presence of a
representative of the Public Prosecution, the prison director, a doctor and a
religious cleric.

Ammesty International is concerned about the |egal proceedings being followed
before the State Security Court and that those named above are now at risk of
execution.



BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

No executions were known to have been carried out in Kuwait since 1989. A tota
of 29 executions have been recorded by Amesty International between 1961 and
1989, many of which followed convictions for preneditated nmurder. Follow ng the
wi t hdrawal of lraqi forces from Kuwait in February 1991, there were no judicia
executions but scores of extrajudicial executions were carried out by the Kuwait
armed forces, security personnel and the police. |In May and June 1991, 29 people
charged with "coll aboration" with Iragi forces were sentenced to death after

mani festly unfair trials before the Martial Law Court. However, the Amr
comut ed these sentences to life inprisonnment on 26 June 1991
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Amesty I nternational opposes the death penalty in all cases as a violation of
the right to life and the right not to be subjected to cruel, inhuman or
degradi ng puni shnment, as proclained in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel exes/faxes/express and airnmail letters either
in English or in your own | anguage:

- expressing regret about the execution of 'Abd al -Rahman Hassan Khafi on 5 My
1993;

- urging that the death sentences passed on the five other prisoners naned above
be comruted in the event that they are upheld by the Court of Cassation, and that
no future death sentences be carried out;

- reiterating Amesty International's unconditional opposition to the death
penal ty.

APPEALS TO

1) Hi s Hi ghness Shai kh Sa'ad al -' Abdal | ah al - Sabah

Crown Prince and Prine Mnister

Al - Di wan al - Ami ri Sal utation: Your H ghness
Al - Saf at

Kuwait City, Kuwai't

Tel egrams: Hi s Hi ghness Shai kh Sa'ad al -' Abdal | ah al - Sabah, Kuwait City, Kuwait
Faxes: + 965 243 0121

2) His Excellency Mshari al-'Anjari

M ni ster of Justice and Legal Affairs

M nistry of Justice and Legal Affairs Sal utation: Your Excellency
P O Box 6

Al - Saf at

Kuwait City, Kuwai't

Tel egranms: Hi s Excellency Mshari al-'"Anjari, Kuwait City, Kuwait

Faxes: + 965 246 6957

3) M Mihammad ' Abd al - Hay al - Bannay

Public Prosecutor

M nistry of Justice and Legal Affairs Sal utation: Dear Sir

P O Box 6

Al - Saf at

Kuwait City, Kuwai't

Tel egrams: M Miuhanmad ' Abd al - Hay al -Bannay, Mnistry of Justice, Kuwait City,
Kuwai t

Faxes: + 965 246 6957

4) Lieutenant Col onel Muhammad al - Fahed

I nternational Organizations Liaison Ofice

M nistry of Interior Sal utation: Dear Lieutenant
Al - Saf at Col one

Kuwait City, Kuwai't

Tel egrams: Lieutenant Col onel Miuhammad al - Fahed, Mnistry of Interior, Kuwait



City, Kuwait
Faxes: + 965 257 0880

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TO

1) Local human rights groups:

(a) Kuwaiti Association for the Defence
of War Victins

P O Box 2211, Al-Sal myya 22023

Kuwai t

Faxes: + 965 5332233

2) Newspaper:

Al - Qabas

P O Box 21800

Kuwait City 13078, Kuwait
Faxes: + 965 4834355

(b) Committee for the Defence of Human
Ri ghts

The National Assenbly (Parlianent)

Kuwait City, Kuwai't

Faxes: + 965 2416538

and to diplomatic representatives of Kuwait accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, or
your section office, if sending appeals after 30 June 1993.



