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KUWAI T At least 10 prisoners on hunger-strike (names withhel d)

At least 10 prisoners of conscience in Kuwait Central Prison are reported
to have been on hunger-strike since 14 February 1995. They are said to be
protesting against their continued detention after manifestly unfair trials
before the Martial Law Court in May and June 1991 and before the State
Security Court in 1992.

They are anong the 24 people who were charged with "col |l aboration" with
Iragi authorities in connection with the nmuch publicised al-N da'" newspaper
case. Shortly after the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in August 1990, the
Kuwai ti newspaper al-Qabas was cl osed down by the Iraqi authorities and
repl aced by al-Nida', which was the only newspaper allowed to be published
during the occupation. Several journalists and others were allegedly forced
to work for the Iraqgi-run newspaper.

A hunger-strike is not in itself grounds for an Amesty Internationa
intervention. However, in the case of prisoners of consci ence hunger-
striking in protest against their detention, Amesty International's and
the prisoners' demands coincide. The organization therefore urges the
Kuwai ti authorities to provide all necessary nmedical care to the prisoners
and to grant their immediate and unconditional release.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Following the withdrawal of Iraqgi forces fromKuwait on 26 February 1991
hundreds of political prisoners were detained without charge or trial for
several nonths. Many of them |l ater "disappeared"” in custody and scores of
extrajudicial executions were reported. These included Iragqis,

Pal esti ni ans, Jordani ans and others with non-Kuwaiti nationality. The
Kuwai ti authorities introduced Martial Law regulations and set up a specia
court to hear the cases of individuals charged with "collaboration" with
Iragi authorities. Amesty International's del egate, who attended heari ngs
and trials before the Martial Law Court between 20 May and 1 June 1991
concluded that the trial proceedings did not conformto internationa
standards for fair trial. Furthernore, the organi zation believes that sone
def endants may have been tried solely on account of their nationality or
conscientiously held beliefs and are, therefore, prisoners of conscience.
Twenty- ni ne defendants were sentenced to death; these sentences were |ater
commut ed by the Crown Prince. Those who had not been tried when Martial Law
was |ifted at the end of June 1991, remmined in detention until April 1992
when the trials resumed, this tinme before the State Security Court, whose
procedures also fail to neet international standards for fair trial

Over 160 political prisoners, including 13 wonen, are serving sentences of

up to life inprisonnent follow ng their conviction on charges of

"col l aboration" with lIraqi forces during the occupation of Kuwait. At |east
20 of them are prisoners of conscience, including the 10 on hunger-strike.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express and
airmail letters either in English or in your own | anguage:
- urging the authorities to provide all necessary nedical care to those on



hunger-stri ke;

- calling on the authorities to i medi ately and unconditionally rel ease al
those convicted in the al-Nida' trial and all other prisoners of

consci ence;

- expressing concern that procedures in the Martial Law Court and the State
Security Court did not neet mininmumstandards for fair trial as set out in
i nternational instrunents;

- urging the authorities to nake i nmedi ate arrangenents to set up a
judicial review of the cases of all political prisoners sentenced by the
Martial Law Court and the State Security Court.

APPEALS TO

1) Hi s Hi ghness Shai kh Jaber al - Ahnmad al - Sabah
Anir of the State of Kuwait

Al -Di wan al - Ami ri

Al - Saf at

Kuwait City, Kuwai't

Telegranms: Amir, Kuwait City, Kuwait

Faxes: +965 539 6434

Sal utation: Your H ghness

2) Hi s Highness Shai kh Sa'ad al -' Abdal | ah al - Sabah
Crown Prince and Prine M nister

Al -Di wan al - Ami ri

Al - Saf at

Kuwait City, Kuwai't

Telegrans: Prine Mnister, Kuwait City, Kuwait
Faxes: +965 539 6434

Sal utation: Your H ghness

3) His Excellency Mshari al-'Anjari

M ni ster of Justice and Administrative Affairs
M nistry of Justice and Adm nistrative Affairs
PO Box 6, Al-Safat, Kuwait City, Kuwait

Tel egrans: Justice Mnister, Kuwait City, Kuwait
Faxes: +965 246 6957

Sal utation: Your Excellency

4) M Mihammd ' Abd al - Hay al - Bannay

Public Prosecutor

M nistry of Justice and Adm nistrative Affairs
PO Box 6, Al-Safat, Kuwait City, Kuwait

Tel egranms: Public Prosecutor, Kuwait City, Kuwai't
Faxes: +965 246 6957

Sal utation: Dear Sir

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TO

1) Local human rights groups:

(a) Kuwait Association for the Defence of War Victins
P O Box 2211, Al-Sal myya 22023, Kuwait

Faxes: +965 533 2233

(b) Committee for the Defence of Human Ri ghts
The National Assenbly (Parlianent)



Kuwait City, Kuwai't
Faxes: +965 241 6538

2) Newspaper:

Al - Qabas

PO Box 21800, Kuwait City 13078, Kuwait
Faxes: +965 4834 355

and to diplomatic representatives of Kuwait accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 20 April 1995.



