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UA 425/ 90 Extrajudicial Executions 22 COct ober 1990
L EBANON: Over 30 people captured and executed by Syrian forces

Ammesty International is gravely concerned over reports that at |east 30
peopl e captured by the Syrian forces in Lebanon have been extrajudicially
executed and has called on both the Lebanese and Syrian governnments to
establish independent enquiries into these allegations.

At | east 30 supporters of General M chel Aoun are reported to have
been extrajudicially executed followi ng their capture by Syrian troops on
13-14 COctober. Anmmesty International does not yet have any nanmes of the
victinms but they are nostly reported to have been young nmen who were
partially stripped and had their hands tied behind their backs before being
shot in the head at close range. Many were believed to have been sol diers
from M chel Aoun's ranks. Their bodies were |ater seen by journalists at
the nortuary at Baabda Hospital

Amesty International is calling on the Lebanese government to set up
an official inquiry into these allegations and to take neasures to prevent
any further killings. It is also urging the Syrian authorities to
i nvestigate the specific role of their troops in these incidents.

Ammesty International is also urging the Lebanese and Syrian
authorities to ensure the safety of prisoners in their custody.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The killings occurred after a mlitary assault by a joint force of Syrian
troops and Lebanese Arny sol diers |aunched agai nst forces supporting
General M chel Aoun on 13 October. General Aoun had been in rebellion
agai nst the Lebanese Governnent for about two years. The rebellion was
effectively defeated on 13-14 October after fighting in which conbatants
fromboth sides were killed and which resulted in General Aoun seeking
refuge in the French Enbassy in Beirut.

Al t hough the full circunstances are not clear, the killings of
prisoners are said to have been carried out by Syrian troops in retaliation
for shootings of their soldiers by Aoun supporters. There is w despread
concern for the safety of other prisoners of the conflict reportedly held
by the Lebanese and Syrian armies. Sone are said to have been taken from
Lebanon to undi scl osed places of inprisonment in Syria.

Ammesty International has previously received reports of extrajudicia
executions and torture of prisoners by Syrian forces in Lebanon. Torture
of prisoners is wi despread in Syria.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel egrans/tel exes/ faxes/ express and airmail letters:
(to be adapted according to whether you are witing to the Lebanese or
Syrian authorities)

- expressing grave concern about reports of at |east 30 extrajudicia
executions of people captured by Syrian forces in Lebanon



- urging both the Lebanese and Syrian Governnents to investigate
i medi ately and inpartially these allegations, and to nmake public the
findings of such inquiries;

- calling for any persons found responsible for human rights violations to
be brought to justice;

- seeking assurances that all prisoners held by the Lebanese Arnmy or Syrian
forces assisting it should be fully protected from possible torture, ill-
treatment or execution.

APPEALS TO

Hi s Excel | ency President
Haf ez al - Assad

Presi dential Pal ace
Damascus

Syrian Arab Republic

Tel egrans: President al-Assad, Damascus, Syria
Tel exes: PRESPL 419160 SY

Hi s Excel |l ency ' Abd al - Hal i m Khaddam
Vi ce President

O fice of the President

Presi dential Pal ace

Damascus

Syrian Arab Republic

Tel egrans: Vi ce-Presi dent Khaddam Danmascus, Syria
Tel exes: PRESPL 419160 SY

Hi s Excellency Lt Gen Mustafa Tl as
Deputy Premier and M nister of Defence
M ni stry of Defence

Omayyad Square

Damascus

Syrian Arab Republic

Tel egrans: Defence M nister, Damascus, Syria
Tel exes: 411082 SI GCOR SY; 411371 FERMOD SY;
411500 PADAR SY

Hi s Excel l ency President Elias Hraw

O fice of the President

Bei r ut

The Lebanese Republic

Tel egrans: President Hrawi, Beirut, Lebanon

COPIES TO. Diplomatic representatives of Syria and Lebanon in your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 3 Decenber 1990.






