PUBLI C Al I ndex: MDE 23/013/2001

EXTRA 60/ 01 Fear of fl ogging 3 Septenber 2001

SAUDI ARABI A Robin (m, Filipino nationa
Nora (f), Filipino nationa

Ammesty International fears that the married couple nanmed above will be

fl ogged after being convicted of “involvenent in prostitution” by a summary
court in Jouf, in the north of the country. According to Saudi Arabian
press reports of 1 Septenber, the individuals, named only as Robin and
Nora, were sentenced to 90 | ashes as well as three nonths inprisonment, to
be followed by deportation to the Philippines. Amesty International does
not know the preci se charges upon which their convictions were nade.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Flogging is mandatory in Saudi Arabia for a nunber of offences, including
sexual offences, and can also be used at the discretion of judges as an
alternative or addition to other punishnments. Sentences can range from
dozens to thousands of | ashes.

To date this year, Amesty International has recorded at |east 80 cases of
fl oggi ngs being carried out in Saudi Arabia, with the nunber of |ashes
rangi ng between 10 and 70 in each case.

In 1997, the United Nations conmi ssion on human rights stated that

“corporal punishment [such as flogging] can amount to cruel, inhuman or
degradi ng puni shnment, or even to torture". As a state party to the
Convention Against Torture and Qther Cruel, |nhuman or Degradi ng Treat nent

or Puni shrment (CAT), Saudi Arabia is in violation of this internationa
standard by carrying out the punishnment of fl ogging.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible
in English, Arabic or your own | anguage:

-expressing concern at the reports that Robin and Nora are to be flogged
and calling for the sentences not to be carried out;

-asking to know the preci se charges against them together with details of
their trial proceedings and the evidence produced agai nst them

-aski ng whet her they have been all owed defence | awers of their own
choosi ng, and whether they are allowed to appeal against their convictions
and sent ences;

-stating that you consider the use of flogging as punishment to be cruel

i nhuman and degradi ng, contrary to CAT and Article 5 of the Universa

Decl aration of Human Rights, which states: “No one shall be subjected to
torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnment or punishnent.”

- seeking assurances that they will be provided with access to fanmly,

| egal and consul ar access in detention, as well as regular nedica
attention as and when it is necessary;



APPEALS TO

The Custodi an of the Two Holy Shri nes

His Majesty King Fahd bin ‘ Abdul *Aziz

Ofice of HM The King, Royal Court, Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Tel egrans: King Fahd, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Tel exes: 201039 CABI NET SJ

Sal utation: Your Mjesty

Mnister of the Interior

H s Royal H ghness, Prince Naif bin ‘Abdul *‘Aziz

M nister of the Interior, Mnistry of the Interior

PO Box 2933, Airport Road, Riyadh 11134, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Tel egranms: Interior Mnister, R yadh, Saudi Arabia
Faxes: + 966 1 403 1185
Tel exes: 401622 MORS SJ or 202811 | NFORM SJ

Sal utation: Your Royal Hi ghness

Mnister of Foreign Affairs

H s Royal Hi ghness, Prince Saud al -Faisal bin 'Abdul 'Aziz
M ni ster of Foreign Affairs, Mnistry of Foreign Affairs
Nasseriya Street, Riyadh 11124

Ki ngdom of Saudi Arabia

Tel egrans: Foreign Affairs Mnister, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
Faxes: + 966 1 403 0159

Tel exes: 405000 MFA SJ

Sal utation: Your Royal Hi ghness

M ni ster of Justice

H s Excellency, Dr. ‘Abdullah bin Mihamrad bin | brahi m Al - Shei kh
M nister of Justice, Mnistry of Justice

University Street, R yadh 11137, Ki ngdom of Saudi Arabia

Tel egrans: Justice Mnister, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Faxes: + 966 1 401 1741

Tel exes: 404450 JUSTIC SJ

Sal utation: Your Excellency

and to diplomatic representatives of Saudi Arabia accredited to your
country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 1 Cctober 2001.



