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UNI TED ARAB EM RATES Pifatool Karima (f), Sri Lankan nationa
4 unnaned Emirati nen and wonen

Fi ve peopl e have been sentenced to flogging by a Shari’a (lIslamic) court in
the Emirate of Fujairah.

Pi fatool Karinma was reportedly sentenced to 120 | ashes and 14 nonths
i mprisonment for adultery, and will be deported after serving her sentence.
An Indian man tried for the sanme crinme was apparently acquitted.

Four unnanmed Enirati nen and wonen were sentenced to between 90 and 120
| ashes each, and to prison terns ranging from 10 and 16 nonths. They had
al so been charged with adultery. No further information is available on
t hese cases.

Ammesty International has received reports that at |east 18 individuals
have been sentenced to flogging in the United Arab Enmirates so far this
year. The | east severe of these sentences was 80 | ashes. The organization
considers flogging to be a cruel, inhuman and degradi ng puni shnment, which
may amount to torture. Such treatment is prohibited under internationa
standards such as the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, which says
that "No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or
degradi ng treatnment or punishnment" (Article 5).

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/ faxes/express/airnail
letters in English, Arabic or your own | anguage:

- urging the authorities to conmute the sentence of flogging against

Pi fatool Karima and the four unnamed Emirati men and womnen;

- pointing out that flogging is a cruel, inhuman and degradi ng puni shnment,
which violates of international human rights standards such as the

Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts;

- urging that the use of flogging as a judicial punishment be stopped.

APPEALS TO. (Please note that it can be difficult to get through to fax
nunbers)

Prinme Mnister

Hi s Hi ghness Shei kh Makt oum bi n Rashi d Al - Makt oum
Prime Mnister, Ofice of the Prine Mnister

POB 12848, Dubai, United Arab Em rates

Faxes: + 971 4 435 3333

Sal utation: Your Royal Highness

M nister of Justice & Islamc Affairs

Hi s Excel | ency Mohanmad Nukhairah al - Dhahir
M ni ster of Justice & Islanic Affairs

M nistry of Justice & Islamc Affairs

PO Box 753 Abu Dhab

United Arab Enmirates

Tel egranms: Justice Mnister, Abu Dhabi, UAE
Faxes: + 971 4 282 5557

emai | : noj i a@ae. gov. ae

Sal utation: Your Excellency
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COPI ES TO

Human Ri ghts Depart nent
Dubai Police General Headquarters

PO Box 1493
Dubai, United Arab Em rates
Faxes: + 971 4 622 133

Sal utation: To whomit may concern

and diplomatic representatives of the United Arab Enirates accredited to
your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 27 Decenber 2000.



