EXTERNAL Al I ndex: MDE 25/07/96
31 July 1996

Further information on EXTRA 127/95 (MDE 25/07/95, 30 October 1995) and
foll ow-ups (MDE 25/02/96, 30 January 1996 and MDE 25/03/96, 9 February) -

Fl ogqgi ng

UNI TED ARAB EM RATES Sar ah Bal abagan (f), Filipina nationa

Sar ah Bal abagan was rel eased fromprison in the United Arab Enirates on 31
July 1996. She was serving a one-year prison sentence, after initially
bei ng sentenced to death for the murder of her enployer. During her trial
she stated that she had stabbed hi m because he had raped her. In addition
to the prison sentence, she received 100 | ashes at the beginning of this
year (see original EXTRA and earlier updates for details).

Sar ah Bal abagan was rel eased prior to the conpletion of her sentence, which
woul d have been in October 1996, reportedly due to her good behaviour in
prison. Her release was ordered by the President of the United Arab

Em rates, Shei kh Zayad bin Sultan al - Nahyan.

Sarah Bal abagan has already left the United Arab Emirates and is on her way
home to the Philippines.

No further action is required by the Urgent Action network. Thank you to
all who sent appeals.



