EXTERNAL Al I ndex: MDE 25/10/96

UA 244/ 96Fear of torture / Possible prisoners of conscience 24 October 1996

UNI TED ARAB EM RATES Jassim'lIssa al -Yassi, custons inspector, aged
about 25
Ahmad ' Abdul | ah Makki, sol dier, aged about 27
Yassir ' Abdul | ah Makki, municipal worker, aged
about 25, brother of Ahnad ' Abdul | ah MakKi

Amesty International has just been infornmed that the three nen nanmed above

are being held in prolonged i nconmmuni cado detention in Dubai. The
organi zation fears that they may be facing torture or ill-treatnment and
will remain at risk of such treatnment as |long as they are held without

access to the outside world.

The three, together with a fourth man, Ja'far Hassan Sahwan, a Bahr ai ni
nati onal sought by the Bahraini governnent as a political suspect, were
arrested in early June 1996 in Dubai and taken to an undi scl osed pl ace.
Shortly afterwards Ja'far Hassan Sahwan was reportedly handed over to the
authorities in Bahrain where he is believed to be currently held. The
other three, all UAE nationals, remained in i ncomuni cado detention

Al t hough they were allowed one brief visit each by their famlies in July,
they are reported to have been allowed no further visits. They have had no
access to a lawer, in breach of UAE | aw, which states that detainees
shoul d have access to | egal counsel at all times. Their current

wher eabouts are uncl ear.

The exact reasons for their arrests are unknown, but Amesty Internationa
is concerned that they may be prisoners of conscience, detained solely
because of their relationship to Ja'far Hassan Sahwan. The latter escaped
fromBahrain in 1995 and went to the UAE in order to avoid arrest in
Bahrain follow ng denonstrati ons and protests there which were net by mass
arrests, torture and killing by security forces (see Bahrain: A Human
Rights Crisis, MDE 11/16/95). Three of Ja'far Hassan Sahwan's brothers
were arrested followi ng those events. Two are believed to be still held
without trial, while the third is said to have been sentenced to 10 or 15
years' inprisonnment after unfair trial. Ja'far Hassan Sahwan was
previously inprisoned in Bahrain in the 1980's as a political activist.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airmai
letters in English, Arabic or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern at the prolonged i ncommuni cado detention of Jassim
'"Issa al -Yassi, Ahmad ' Abdul | ah Makki and Yassir ' Abdul |l ah Makki, and
calling for themto have i nmedi ate and continui ng access to | awers of
their choice in accordance with United Arab Emirates | aw,

- seeking assurances that they are being treated humanely in accordance
with international standards, and urging that they be granted i mmedi ate
access to famly menbers and any nedical care they may need;

- seeking clarification of the reasons for their arrest and calling for
their i mediate and unconditional release if they are not to be pronptly
charged with recogni zably crimnal offences and given fair trials in
accordance with international standards.

APPEALS TO

Hi s Hi ghness



2

al - Shei kh Zayed Bin Sultan Al - Nahyan

President of the United Arab Enmirates

Rul er of Abu Dhabi

Manhal Pal ace

PO Box 280, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Enmirates
Tel exes: 22220 PALACE EM

Tel egrams: President Al -Nahyan, Abu Dhabi, UAE
Sal utation: Your H ghness

H s Excell ency

CGeneral Mhammad Saeed al - Bad

M ni ster of Interior

PO Box 398

Abu Dhabi, United Arab Enmirates

Faxes: +9712 415 688

Tel egrams: Interior Mnister, Abu Dhabi, UAE
Sal utation: Your Excellency

H s H ghness
Shei kh _Makt oum bin Rashi d al - Makt oum

Crown Prince

Rul er of Dubai

PO Box 899, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Enmirates
Tel exes: 23245

Tel egranms: Crown Prince, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Sal utation: Your H ghness

COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of United Arab Emirates accredited to
your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 15 Decenber 1996.



