EXTERNAL Al I ndex: MDE 25/10/97

EXTRA 121/ 97 Fear of inmmnent crucifixion
and execution 8 Septenber 1997
ABU DHABI, UNI TED ARAB EM RATES Maj i d Fakher Hussein Majeed

Abdul Mehdi Kari m Miusht aq

Maj i d Fakher Hussein Majeed, a United Arab Enirates national, and Abdul
Mehdi Karim Mushtaq, an Iranian national, are reported to be facing
i mm nent execution after crucifixion.

The two nen were reportedly sentenced to death earlier this year, for the
nmur der of five people in a series of robberies. Their sentence is said to
have been ratified by al-Shei kh Zayed Bin Sultan Al -Nahyan, President of
the United Arab Enirates.

A Justice Mnistry statenment on 7 Septenber 1997 reportedly stated that the
two nmen were going to be sentenced to be crucified alive in public on 8
Sept enber and then executed on the norning of 9 Septenber in the town of

al -Ain. However, nedia reports on 8 Septenber suggested that the

cruci fixion has been postponed, but may take place one day before the
execution which may take place on 12 Septenber.

Ammesty I nternational recognises the rights and responsibilities of
governnments to bring to justice those suspected of violent crimna

of fenses, as in this case, but is unconditionally opposed to the death
penalty in all cases as the ultimte violation of the right not to be

subj ect to cruel, inhuman or degradi ng punishment. In Anmesty
International’s view, the crucifixion of a prisoner exacerbates the
degradi ng nature of the death penalty, by causing additional suffering for
the prisoners, as well as their famlies.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnai
letters in Arabic, English or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern at the reported i mm nent crucifixion and execution of
the two prisoners, and urging commutation of both sentences;

- acknow edgi ng the governnent’s right and responsibility to bring to
justice those suspected of violent crininal offenses, but explaining your
uncondi ti onal opposition to the death penalty as the nost extrene from of
cruel, inhuman or degradi ng puni shnent and a violation of the right to
life, irrespective of the crime for which it was inposed.

APPEALS TO

Hi s Hi ghness

al - Shei kh Zayed Bin Sultan Al -Nahyan

Presi dent of the United Arab Em rates

Rul er of Abu Dhabi

Manhal Pal ace

PO Box 280, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Enirates
Tel exes: 22220 PALACE EM

Tel egrans: President Al -Nahyan, Abu Dhabi, UAE
Faxes: +971 266 4799

Sal utation: Your H ghness

COPI ES TO



2

Hi s Excel | ency

Dr Abdulla bin Omwan Taryam

M ni ster of Justice

M ni stry of Justice

PO Box 753

Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates
Faxes: +9712 664 944

Hi s Excel | ency

CGeneral Dr Mohd Saeed al - Badi

M ni ster of Interior

PO Box 398

Abu Dhabi, United Arab Enmirates
Faxes: +9712 461 621; 415 688

and to diplomatic representatives of UAE accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 8 October 1997.



