EXTERNAL Al I ndex: MDE 25/12/96

EXTRA 178/ 96 Death Penal ty 14 Novenber 1996

UNI TED ARAB EM RATES John Aquino, Filipino worker, aged 33

On 23 Novenber 1996 the Federal Suprene Court in Abu Dhabi will rule on an
appeal against the death sentence passed against a Filipino national, John
Aqui no.

John Aqui no was sentenced to death by a crinminal court in the Emrate of
Ajman in 1989 for the nmurder of an Indian national and the attenpted nurder
of another Indian during an argunent. The sentence was |ater upheld by a
hi gher court.

If the sentence is upheld by the Federal Suprene Court, it nust then be
finally approved by the President of the UAE, Shei kh Zayed bin Sultan al -
Nahyan.

Ammesty International recognizes the rights and responsibilities of
governments to bring to justice those suspected of crimnal offences, but
is unconditionally opposed to the death penalty in all cases as the
ultimate violation of the right not to be subjected to cruel, inhuman or
degradi ng puni shrment .

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnai
letters in English, Arabic or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern at the death sentence agai nst John Aqui no and urging
that the sentence be comuted if upheld on appeal

- drawing attention to world trends to abolish or reduce the use of the
death penalty, the desirability of which was reaffirmed in Resolution 32/61
of 8 Decenber 1977 of the United Nations General Assenbly;

- pointing out that there is no reliable evidence to show that the death
penalty deters serious crines;

- urging that all other death sentences in the UAE be comut ed.

APPEALS TO

Hi s Hi ghness

al - Shei kh Zayed Bin Sultan Al -Nahyan

Presi dent of the United Arab Em rates

Rul er of Abu Dhabi

Manhal Pal ace

PO Box 280, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Enirates
Tel exes: 22220 PALACE EM

Tel egrams: President Al -Nahyan, Abu Dhabi, UAE
Faxes: +971 266 4799

Sal utation: Your H ghness

COPI ES TO

Hi s Excel | ency

Dr Abdulla bin Oman Taryam

M ni ster of Justice

M nistry of Justice

PO Box 753

Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates
Faxes: +9712 664 944



Hi s Excel | ency

CGeneral Dr Mohd Saeed al - Bad

M ni ster of Interior

PO Box 398

Abu Dhabi, United Arab Enmirates
Faxes: +9712 461 621; 415 688

and to diplomatic representatives of UAE accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 15 Decenber 1996.



