PUBLI C Al I ndex: MDE 28/02/00

EXTRA 25/00 Mdthers and other relatives of the “di sappeared” arrested and
threatened / Police intimdation / Fear for safety / Fear of
future arrests 15 March 2000

ALCGERI A Famlies of the “di sappeared”

On 15 March 2000, around 40 relatives of the “di sappeared” in Algeria were
arrested by security forces on their way to a planned denonstration in
Rel i zane, Western Al geria. Although they were released after a few hours
they were interrogated and warned that if they denonstrated again they
woul d be inprisoned. As the relatives of the “di sappeared” of Relizane plan
to denonstrate every Wdnesday, Amesty International is concerned for
their safety.

About 30 wonen, two of them pregnant, and 10 nen were arrested as they nmade
their way to the denonstration of relatives of the “di sappeared”, due to
start at 9 amin the Place de | a Résistance, a public square. All those
arrested had phot ographs of their mssing | oved ones with them and cards
identifying themas belonging to a local conmmittee of fanmlies of the

“di sappeared”.

About 100 other relatives of the “di sappeared” were dispersed by the
security forces who had cordoned off the square and taken up positions on
routes being used by the denonstrators to reach the square. Security forces
were reportedly very intimdatory and insulting to many of the
denonstrators. They had anticipated the denonstration following an initia
one held on Wednesday 8 March, International Wnen's Day, after which the
ongoi ng canpai gn of denonstrations had been pl anned.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Si nce 1993, around 4,000 nmen and wonen have “di sappeared” in Al geria after
being arrested. Their fanilies have been searching for information on their
wher eabout s ever since. They have gone to police stations, arny barracks,
prisons, norgues and ceneteries, petitioned the judicial authorities and
appeal ed to the governnent, the parlianent and the President of the
Republic. Despite governnent pronmises in 1998 to carry out investigations
into “di sappearances”, no concrete action has yet been taken

For years nost famlies of the “di sappeared” have been too afraid to
protest publicly. Since August 1998, however, hundreds of relatives,
especially nothers, began to regularly hold denonstrations in the capital

Al giers, and other cities demandi ng news of their mssing | oved ones. On
sone occasions, notably in Decenber 1998 and January and March 1999, the
security forces violently broken up denonstrations in Algiers, ill-treating
several wonen.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmail letters in
Arabi c, French, English or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that about 40 people, including 30 wonen, were
arrested on 15 March 2000 as they nade their way to a peacefu
denonstration in Relizane and were threatened with inprisonnment if they
denonstrated agai n;

- urging the authorities to ensure that the security forces do not arrest,
ill-treat or threaten the fanmlies of the “di sappeared” for peacefully
denonstrati ng;



- urging the authorities to investigate all cases of “di sappearance” and
clarify their fate;

- remnding the authorities of their conmtnent to the 10-year UN Beijing
Platformfor Action drawn up in 1995 during the UN Fourth Wrld Conference
on worren whi ch states, anpng others, that “Wnen engaged in the defence of
human rights nust be protected....”.

APPEALS TO

M Yazi d ZERHOUNI

Mnistre de |’ Intérieur
Mnistéere de |’ Intérieur et

des Col l ectivités Local es
18 rue Docteur Saaddane

Al ger

Al gérie

Telegrans: Mnistre |'Intérieur, Alger, Agérie
Faxes: + 213 2 73 61 06

Sal utation: Mnsieur le Mnistre / Your excellency

M  Ahned QUYAH A
Mnistre de la Justice
Mnistére de | a Justice
8 Place Bir Hakem

El Biar

Al ger

Al gérie

Tel egrans: Mnistre Justice, Alger, Algérie
Faxes: + 213 2 92 21 95

Sal utation: Mnsieur le Mnistre / Your excellency
COPI ES TO

M Kanel REZZAG BARA

Pr esi dent

Coservatoire National des Droits de |’ Homre (ONDH)
Pal ai s du Peupl e

1 Av. Franklin Roosevelt

Al ger

Al gérie

Faxes: + 213 2 239005 / 239037

and to diplomatic representatives of Algeria accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 15 April 2000.



