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Further information on UA 06/00 (MDE 30/01/00, 11 January 2000) - Hunan
rights defenders/ fear for safety

TUNI SI A Si hem Ben Sedrine (f), journalist
Enpl oyees of Editions Al oés, publishing house

On 2 February, Sihem Ben Sedrine's car was forced to stop near her house by
a man in another car who junped out and threatened her with a razor. She
nmanaged to escape and get into her house, and her husband and a friend
rushed outsi de and apprehended the nman. As they did this, they were
surrounded by nenbers of the security forces. All were taken to the police
station.

The police refused to record Si hem Ben Sedrine’s conpl aint agai nst the man,
argui ng that she had no witnesses, but did record her attacker’s
conpl ai nt, agai nst Si hem Ben Sedrine, her husband Orar Mestiri and their
friend, for apprehendi ng him

Si hem Ben Sedrine’s coll eagues at the publishing house Editions Aloes are
facing further harassnent. On 11 January nanagi ng edi tor Jean-Francois
Poirier, a French national, was disnissed fromhis job teaching phil osophy
at Tunis University. He wote to the director of the university to ask why
he had been di sm ssed, but received no reply.

BACKGROUND | NFORVATI ON

The security forces frequently use attacks and violent threats to
intimdate human rights defenders and government critics. In May 1999,
journalist Taoufik Ben Brik was attacked in broad daylight by three nen
armed with chains, who broke his arm On 17 Decenber 1999, a car driven by
a pl ai ncl ot hes nenber of the security forces deliberately ran into the car
of Khemais Ksila, vice-president of the Ligue Tunisienne des droits de

" honme (LTDH), Tunisian Human Ri ghts League.

FURTHER RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airnail
letters in Arabic, French or your own | anguage:

- calling for a pronpt investigation into the 2 February attack on Si hem
Ben Sedrine and for those responsible to be brought to justice;

- urging the Tunisian authorities to take effective nmeasures to ensure that
human rights defenders are protected and allowed to carry out their human
rights activities, and to exercise their right to freedom of expression and
associ ation, without interference, intimdation or persecution;

- calling on the Tunisian authorities to adhere to the numerous
international human rights treaties ratified by Tunisia by taking pronpt
and concrete neasures to ensure that the harassnent, surveillance and
intimdation of all human rights defenders, their relatives and col | eagues
i s stopped.

APPEALS TO

Président M Zine El Abidine Ben A
Prési dent de | a République

Pal ai s Présidenti el

Tuni s/ Cart hage

Tuni si e
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Tel egrans: President, Tunis, Tunisia

Faxes: + 216 1 744 721

Sal utation: Mnsieur |e Président / Dear President

M Abdal |l ah Kal |l e

Mnistre de |’'Intérieur

Mnistére de |'Intérieur

Avenue Habi b Bour gui ba

1001 Tunis

Tuni si e

Tel egrans: Mnistre Interieur, Tunis, Tunisia
Faxes: + 216 1 340 888

Sal utation: Mnsieur le Mnistre / Dear M nister
COPI ES TO
Tuni si an Hunman Ri ghts League

Me Toufi k Bouderbal a
Prési dent Ligue Tunisienne des Droits de |’ Homme

LTDH

7 Rue Pierre Curie

Tuni s

Tuni sia

Faxes: + 216 1 336 338

and to diplomatic representatives of Tunisia accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 23 March 2000.



