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BRAZI L

Seven "street children", and a young man who | i ved with t hem were shot
and killed-- allegedly by police-- inthe centre of R ode Janeiro on
23 July. At | east 328 chil dren and adol escents have beenkilledin Ri o
de Janeiro state in the first six nmonths of this year alone.

Gunnmen opened fire at dawn on a group of 50 chil dren and adol escents
sl eepi ng rough near Candel ari a Church. Five were kill ed on t he spot;
anot her two were killedinthe grounds of the Modern Art Museum An
eighth victimdied of his wounds four days |ater.

After a national andinternational outcry over what has becone known as
t he Candel ari a nassacre, four nmen -- i ncludingthree policenen-- have
been indicted for the crinme, and further suspects are being sought.

The dead have been i dentified as Paul o Roberto de A iveira aged 11,
Ander son Thone Pereira, 13, Marcel o Candi do de Jesus and Val deri no
M guel de Al nei da both 14, two 17-year-ol ds known as Ganbazi nho and
Nogent o, Paul o José da Silva, 18 and Marcos Antoni o Al ves da Silva, 22.

Extraj udicial executions of adults as well as children are carri ed out
i nurban areas of Brazil by "death squads"” -- who are often police
officersinplainclothes. They are funded by | ocal busi nessnmen who
want to "cl eanse" their nei ghbourhoods of soci al undesirabl es, robbers
and petty thieves, as well as street chil dren who may t hensel ves have
been drawn into crine.

The M ni stry of Justice has announced t hat federal police woul d be
i nvestigating the operation of "death squads"” in Ri o de Janeiro and
ot her states. I nnost cases to date, the Brazilian authorities have
failedto conpleteinvestigations or bringthe perpetrators tojustice.

Pl ease sent courteous appeal s wel com ng nmeasures to i nvestigate the
Candel &ria killings, urgingthat all steps are takento protect the
childw tnesses inthe case, that all other such cases are i nvesti gat ed
and t hose responsi bl e brought tojusticeto: President Itamar Franco/
Pal 4ci o do Planalto/ Brasilia D.F/ Brazil.



MYANMAR

U Shwe Ohn, a 70-year-old | awer and chai rman of a political party
banned by the mlitary junta, was arrested in Decenber 1992 for
gquestioningthearnmy'sroleinpolitics andcallingfor power to be
handed over to the country's elected representatives.

He was reportedl y sentenced to one year's i npri sonnent i n February, but
Al has no further details about his trial or the charges brought
agai nst him

Hscriticismof mlitary involvenent inthe state was contai nedin an
essay to the Nati onal Convention, calledearlier this year by the State
Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC), Myanmar'srulingmlitary
| eaders. The convention was fornmed to establish guidelines for the
drafting of a constitution. The SLORC had already |aid down one
guideline of its own, giving aleadingroletothemlitary inthe
future political life of Myanmar.

After reassertingmlitary control over Myanmar in 1988, the SLORC
abol i shed the constitution and continues to rule by martial |aw.
El ecti ons were heldin May 1990, but the SLORC has refused t o convene
the el ected parlianment.

U Shwe Chn i s the Chai rman of t he Denocrati c League for the Nati onal
Races of the Shan St ate (DLNRSS), whi ch was banned as a | egal political
party by the SLORCin February 1992. He is a pri soner of consci ence,
arrested solely for the peaceful expression of his non-violent
political views.

Pl ease send courteous appeals for U Shwe Ohn's immedi ate and
uncondi tional rel ease to: Senior General Than Shwe/ Chairnman, State Law
and O der Restoration Council/ Mnistry of Defence/ Signal Pagoda Road/
Yangon (Rangoon)/ Union of Myanmar (Burnmg).



EGYPT

Sa'al-Dinal-Shazli, a71-year-old forner Anbassador and Conmander of
t he Egyptian arnmed forces, was arrested on 14 March 1992 at Cairo
Airport after 14 years of self-inposed exileinLibyaandA geria. Hs
wher eabout s remmi ned unknown for several weeks after his arrest.

Sa'al-Din al -Shazli had beentriedinabsentiain 1983 and sentenced to
three years' inprisonnent for disclosingmlitary secrets about the
1973 Arab-Israeli War in a book published in 1981.

I n August 1992 t he (Enmergency) Suprene State Court rul ed that the
sent ence i nposed i n 1983 shoul d be suspended. However, wi thin days of
t hi s decisionthe Supreme MIlitary Court upheldthe three-year prison
sentence. The Hi gher Constitutional Court has been exam ning the two
conflicting verdicts and has yet to give its own ruling. In the
meantime Sa'd al-Din al -Shazli remains in total isolationin the
hospital of a mlitary prison outside Cairo.

Al has serious concerns about the fairness of the 1983 trial. The
procedures di d not neet international standards for fair trial as set
forth in Article 14 of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political R ghts, which Egypt ratifiedin 1982. Sa'al -D n al - Shazli was
tried in absentia and was reportedly denied the right to appeal.
Moreover, the trial was heldin caneraand his | awer was not al | owed
to enter the court room The Egyptian authorities woteto Al at the
end of July 1992 stating that the 1983 trial was fair and t hat the
def endant had appeal ed, but the appeal was turned down.

* Pl ease send appeal s urging aninmmediateretrial of Sa'al-Din al -
Shazli inaccordance with international standards for fair trial or
el se that he be released, to: Hi s Excellency

Mihamrad Hosni Mubar ak/ Presi dent of the Arab Republic of Egypt/' Abedi ne
Pal ace/ Cai r o/ Egypt .




SENEGAL

Mody Sy, a recently el ected opposition nmenber of parlianent, was
arrested in May and hel d at theGendarnerie de Thiong (param litary
police station) incentral Dakar. Officers reportedly forced himto
confess to provi di ng weapons used i n t he nurder of a prom nent | awyer
and political opponent by suspending himbetween two tables and
adm ni stering electric shocks to his fingers and genitals. Wen
transferredto prison several days | ater, Mody Sy's feet were still
nunb and his wists and | egs were scarred as aresult of historture.

On 2 June Mody Sy' s | awyer requested that his client be given a nedi cal
exam nati on, which was only carried out nine days | ater. The | awyer has
still not been granted access to the nedi cal report and no of fici al
i nvestigation is known to have been opened.

Later inthe nonth the Procurator General told Al representatives that
he had not opened an inquiry into these allegations because no
conpl ai nt had been fil ed. Wien rem nded t hat he had t he power to open
an inquiry, he stated he was awaiting the nedical report.

I nafurther devel opnent i nthe case, Ranata Quéye, a 20-year - ol d nango
sell er, was arrested on 14 July and hel d for two days, apparently to
force her toreveal the whereabouts of the nurder weapon. A nedi cal
certificate issued soon after she was rel eased wi t hout char ge not ed
serious bruisingonthe buttocks and ri ght hand, a sprained thunb and
t hat sone of her hair had been pull ed out. Five days after her rel ease,
she was continuing to pass blood in her urine.

Torture appears to be routine practice in Senegal, despite the
country's commtnment at the 1991 session of the United Nations
Comm ssi on on Human Ri ghts to the "eradi cation of this odi ous and
barbaric act".

The governnent' s rel uctance toopenaninquiryintothese allegations
of torture and t he apparent exi stence of specializedtorture equi pnent
at the Gendarnerie de Thionglend credibility to persistent allegations
that torture has al so been used agai nst suspected crim nals.



S| ERRA LEONE

Ei ghty-si x peopl e hel d wi t hout charge or trial were rel eased fromthe
Central Prisonin Padenba Road, Freetown, in July, shortly after Al had
called for areviewof the cases of 264 political detai nees there (see
Al Newsl etter August 1993).

The gover nnent cl ai med t hat nore t han 150 of those still hel d had been
i nvol ved wit h rebel forces fighting governnment troops inthe south and
east of the country.

As areas previously held by rebels are retaken, sol di ers detai ned
civilians, including wonen and children. There appears to be no proper
i nvestigationinto whether they supported or collaborated with rebels.

Some det ai nees nowinthe Central Prison, including several boys aged
bet ween 14 and 17, are being held indefinitely in the absence of
substanti al evidence that they were involvedinrebel activities. Al
has urged a rapid review of these cases and the rel ease of any
det ai nees agai nst whomthere is no evi dence.



BURUNDI

Mor e than 500 political prisoners are expected to be rel eased fol | owi ng
t he announcenment in June of a general ammesty by Burundi's new
Presi dent, Mel chi or Ndadaye. After ratification by parlianent, the
ammesty is to be inplenmented over a six-nonth period.

Ndadaye i s Burundi's first ethnic Hutu president. The majority Hutu
popul ati on has suffered horrendous human ri ghts vi ol ati ons at t he hands
of the security forces, who are predoni nantly fromthe et hni ¢ Tut si

group.

The political prisoners expectedto benefit fromthe ammesty i ncl ude
about 400 Hut u accused of i nvol venent in arebel attack at the end of
1991. About 80 of themwere convictedinunfair trials in 1992, in
which five people were sentenced to death.

However, there are also reports that the amesty wll block
i nvestigations into human rights abuses comm tted by security personnel
and civilians. Since 1965 the security forces have carried out hundreds
of thousands of extrajudicial executions.



ZAl RE

Si nce August 1992 ethnic violence in Zaire, instigated or condoned by
Presi dent Mobut u Sese Seko and hi s supporters, has clainedthelives of
t housands of people and | eft hundreds of thousands displ aced.

| n Shaba regi on, nore t han 500 nenbers of the m grant Luba et hni ¢ group
have been kil | ed and nore t han 100, 000 di spl aced duri ng attacks by
menber s of the native Lunda et hni ¢ group. Forner Prinme M ni ster Nguz a
Kar| -i-Bond and regi onal governor Kyungu wa Kunwanza, both Lunda al | i es
of President Mobutu, reportedly instigatedthe violence. The Lunda
accused the Luba of supporting opposition Prinme Mnister Etienne
Tshi sekedi, exploiting Shaba's wealth and depriving Lunda of jobs.

I n Nort h-Ki vu, attacks on Banyarwanda peopl e by Hunde and Nyanga et hni ¢
groups i n March were reportedl y encouraged by t he regi onal governor. He
suggest ed t hat t he Banyar wanda wer e not Zairi ans and prom sed t hat t he
security forces would helpintheir "exterm nation" . At | east 3, 000
peopl e, nobstly Banyarwanda, have been killed and about 200, 000
di spl aced.

Al t hough t he governor and hi s deputy wer e suspended at t he end of July,
there was no official inquiry into the killings. Menbers of the
security forces reportedly took part in attacks agai nst Banyarwanda.

By August, no acti on had been t aken agai nst t hose responsi bl e for the
Shaba and Nort h-Ki vu attacks, apparently because the victins were
supporters of political parties opposed to President Mobut u.



PERU

Peru's Congress voted in August to extend the death penalty to crines
of terrorism-- a nmeasure whi ch woul d vi ol ate t he Aneri can Conventi on
on Human Ri ghts and go agai nst Latin America's strong abolitionist
tradition.

The proposal, passed by 55 votes to 21, is included in Peru' s new
constitution, presently bei ng debat ed by t he Constituent Congress. The
new constitution is expected to be put to a public referendum

Under t he newcl ause, "the death penalty can only be appliedfor the
crimes of treason and terrorismin accordancew thinternal | aws and
the international treaties to which Peruis a party". However, by
i ncorporating abroadened application of the death penalty intothe
constitution, Peruwouldbe violatingthe Areri can Conventi on on Human
Rights, whichwas ratified by Peruin 1978. This Convention explicitly
prohi bits any extension of the death penalty and prohibits its
application for political offences or related comon crines.

Al believes that by w dening the scope of the death penalty the
Gover nnment of Peru woul d be seriously undermningthe spirit i nwhich
the American systemfor the protection of human ri ghts has been
strengt hened over the past two decades.



PERU

Four nmass graves -- believedto containtherenmains of nine students
and a |l ecturer abducted by the arnmy fromLa Cantuta Uni versity over a
year ago -- were excavated by the Peruvi an authoritiesinJuly, despite
a pl ea by Al to postpone the investigation.* An independent report
suggest s that substanti al evi dence may have been | ost or destroyed due
to i nadequate procedures.

Charred human remai ns wer e uneart hed fromt he shall owgraves i n July.
Keys di scovered at t he site opened an of fi ce and | ockers at La Cantuta
Uni versity, and the door of one of the m ssing students' hones.

Al had wittento Peru' s Attorney General, urging that the excavation
at asiteonthe outskirts of Lima be halted until expertsinforensic
ant hr opol ogy coul d attend t he i nvesti gati on. The organi zati on al so
recommended that the site be adequately secured.

Menbers of an Al fact-finding visit to Peruw tnessed theinvestigation
into the graves. Two forensic nmenbers of the Equi po Argentino de
Ant r opol ogi a Forense ( EAAF), Argentine Teamof Forensic Ant hropol ogy,
a non- governnment al organi zation, arrivedinLinmaat theinvitation of
Al to join the delegation visiting the country and provi de expert
advice on the investigation.

The Public Mnistry, however, did not give themperm ssionto assist in
t he i nvestigati on of the graves. The two f orensi c experts anal yzed
information from wi tnesses present during the investigations.

Their report concl udes that procedures used duri ng the excavati on of
t he graves and the retrieval of human remai ns were i nadequate. In
particular they criticised the |lack of a proper crinme scene
i nvestigation; that the area was not secured; that the excavati on was
hasty, and carri ed out wi t hout proper tools and net hods; that renains
wer e i nadequat el y transferred and t he preservati on of evi dence not
ensured; and that all this was conducted wi t hout forensic experti se,
i ncludi ng forensic anthropol ogi sts and archaeol ogi sts.

*see Peru: "D sappearance” of a lecturer and Ni ne Students, Al | ndex:
AMR 46/ 45/ 92, 46/ 09/93; and Peru: Arny Seeks Cover-up of Summary
Killings, Al Index: AWMR 46/12/93




Nort h Korea

This nonth, Al is publishinareport on human rights violations in
Nort h Korea, * cont ai ni ng i nformati on about prisoners of consci ence,
"di sappearances” and conditions in detention canps. The evi dence i s by
no neans conpl ete, but it suggests that severe human ri ghts vi ol ati ons
are w despread.

| nformati on about human ri ghts concerns inthe Denocratic People's
Republ i c of Korea (North Korea) is severely limtedanddifficult to
verify. There are no i ndependent nedi a or human ri ghts nonitoring
groups, and access to the country remains severely restricted.

The avail abl e i nformati on i ndi cates that hundreds of t housands of
peopl e have been victins of "di sappearances”, torture and sunmary
executioninthe | ast decades. Tens of thousands of peopl e, including
prisoners of consci ence, have been det ai ned si nce the 1960s. Al t hough
the authorities deny this and accuse critics of the state of being
politically notivated, an official told Al in 1991 that there were
about 1, 000 people heldinthree "re-education"” canps nati onwi de, and
t hat an unspeci fi ed nunber of ot hers were det ai ned i n separ ate canps
for "anti-state" activities. He suppliedno other details. Al believes
that many nore are currently detai ned.

Shi bat a Kozo nmay still be one of the prisoners of conscience heldin
North Korea. If heis still alive, heis now62 years' ol d and has been
i npri soned since October 1964. He was reportedly held in a "re-
education” canpinlate 1990 but there has been no news about hi msi nce
then. His wife and children have apparently been inprisoned.

Anot her man, Hong Man- pyo, was arrested i n Decenber 1982 with hisw fe
and two chil dren, apparently by officials of the Mnistry of State
Security. Unofficial sources say that they are still alive. But their
rel ati ves have not been abl e to see or correspondwith themfor the
| ast 11 years.

Political prisoners appear to be heldin detention canps in appalling
condi tions. Forner prisoners say that many of the i nmat es di ed of col d,
hunger or untreated ill nesses.

The deat h penal ty appears to be wi del y used. At | east 100 pri soners are
believed to be executed every years but the authorities have
consistently refused to make official statistics availableto Al. In
sone cases prisoners sentenced to death are displayed at public
nmeet ungs before the execution. In Novenber 1992 a man reportedly
accused of "hooligani sm' and "i deol ogi cal di vergence" was publicly
executed before a large crowd in the city of Hamhung.

The civilian popul ationis under strict ideol ogical control by the
governnment and the ruling Workers' Party of Kore (WPK). Prisoners



accused of "ideol ogi cal di vergence" and ot her "count er-revol utionary
crimes"” are said to have been sentenced to death and execut ed.
Wt nesses reported such executions i n Novenber 1992; accordingto North
Koreans they occur frequently.

Al has call ed onthe North Korean authorities torel ease all POCs and
account for the "di sappeared” named in its reports.

*Summary of Al's concerns in North Koria (Al Index: ASA 24/01/93)



For mer USSR

Laws i nherited fromthe former Sovi et Uni on banni ng consensual sex
bet ween adult nal es have been t aken of f t he st at ut e books i n Russi a,
Kazakhstan and Lithuani a.

Russi a has said that all those jail ed under thelaw-- which carried up
tofiveyearsinprisonnent -- would be rel eased. The Justice Mnistry
sai d 25 men had been jail ed for consensual honbsexual sex in Russiain
1992. There did not appear to be any prisoners in Lithuania or
Kazakhstan serving sentences for this offence.

Under the former USSR, the absence of official statistics and the
stigmatization of offenders made it difficult to assess the total
nunmber of prosecutions. Unofficial sources frequently reportedthat
i mpri soned honosexual s were ill-treated and sexual | y abused by ot her
inmates, often with the conplicity of the authorities.

I n Decenber 1991, Ukraine becane the first of the new states to
decri m nal i ze consensual honosexual sex, foll owed by Latvia and Estoni a
in 1992.



SYRI A

At least 34 political prisoners -- many of themprisoners of consci ence
-- have beenjailed for upto 15 years by the Suprene State Security
Court in Damascus.

After years of detention and hearings which failed to neet
i nternational standards for fair trial, the men were sentenced to
bet ween t hree and 15 years for bei ng nenbers of, or having | inks with,
t he unaut hori zed Party for Conmmuni st Action (PCA). They have al so been
deprived of their civil rights, which my neanthey face difficulties
such as finding jobs or | eaving the country when they are finally
rel eased from prison.

Anmong t hose sentenced are prisoners of conscience Malik al -As' ad and
Rust um Ahmad Rustum aged 39 and 40, who were given 15 years
i npri sonment each. They have been held in detention since 1982.

Li ke the others, they were charged with form ng associ ati ons and
undertaking activities opposedtothe state. These crines carry severe
penal ti es, including death. The 34 have no ri ght of appeal to a hi gher
tribunal and their sentences are only subject toreviewby the Mni ster
of Interior. However, Al believes that such a review does not
constitute an adequate f ormof appeal as required by i nternational
st andar ds.

The 34 were anong nore than 500 political detainees, including
pri soners of consci ence, whose trials have been in progress since July
1992. All face the sane charges i n connecti on with nembershi p of or
i nks with various unauthorized political parties, such as the PCA, the
Conmuni st Party Political Bureau (CPPB), the Arab Soci al i st Denbcratic
Ba'th Party, the Arab Soci alist Union Party in Syria and the Nasseri st
Denocrati ¢ Popul ar Organi zati on. Sone of the def endants have been hel d
si nce 1980, under state of emergency | egislationinforce for over 30
years, and had no access to | egal assi stance or the outside worl d. Many
were allegedly tortured.

Al sent trial observers to sone of the hearings. The organi zati on has
appeal ed for the i nmmedi ate and unconditi onal rel ease of all the
def endants being tried for the non-violent expression of their
consci entiously held beliefs, and expressed concernto the government
about the gross violationof theright tofair trial inthe cases of
all of the defendants.

Such vi ol ations i ncl uded | engt hy peri ods of detentionw thout trial --
up to 13 years i n sone cases. Inaddition, defence | awers were given
limted access to the defendants' fil es and sone were even deni ed t he
right tonmeet inprivatewith their clients and to summon def ence
witnesses. The court failedtoinvestigatetorture allegations or order



medi cal exam nations, and those sentenced had no right of appeal
agai nst their convi ctions and sentences, as the court verdicts are
final.

Ot her prisoners of conscienceontrial include MufidM ' nmari of the
CPPB and Usama ' Ashur al -' Askari of the PCA, who have been i n detention
since 1980 and 1982. Usama' s sister, Doha'Ashur al -' Askari, a 29-year-
ol d former student, has al so beenreferred for trial foll owi ng her
arrest in February this year. She had been i n hi di ng si nce 1986, when
the authorities began to seek her arrest in connection with PCA
activities.



TUNI SI A

At | east ni ne det ai nees have died in custody since April 1991, sone
reportedly tortured to death. The Tuni si an Governnment has failedto

i nvestigate the cases and to bring to justice those responsi bl e.

Moul di Ben Omar died in custody on 17 January 1992. He had been
arrested at the begi nni ng of Novenber 1991 and was heldinillegally
prol onged garde a vue detention for 25 days. At his first court hearing
on 4 Decenber 1991 he stated t hat he had been tortured, and hi s | awer
confirmed that he bore scars and wal kedwith difficulty. The | awer's
request for a nedical exam nation was granted by the court on 18
January 1992, but Mul di Ben Omar was not present at the hearing on 22
January. The court recorded that he was absent because the prison
services had failed to bring himto court.

However, on 21 January police officers hadinformed his wi fethat he
had di ed t he previ ous day. She was not i nfornmed of the cause of his
deat h and when she was taken to the cenetery for the burial she was
only al l owed to see his face, which she says was brui sed. She was | ater
tol d by ot her detainees that her husband had died on 17 January.
Repeat ed requests by the fam |y and | awyer for an autopsy and an
i nvestigation remai n unanswer ed.

Al has raisedthis caserepeatedly withthe Mnisters of thelnterior
and Justice, the Presidential Counsellor for Human Ri ghts, the
Presi dent of the H gher Comm ttee for the Defence of Human Ri ghts and
Fundanental Liberties, and other authorities. No reply has been
recei ved.

For over two years Al has al so urged, tono avail, the authoritiesto
i nvestigate the deat hs of Fai sal Barakat, Rachi d Chanmakhi and ot her
det ai nees who died after being tortured.

The absence of investigations into such serious human rights viol ations
suggests that these are perpetrated with i npunity and condoned at t he
hi ghest | evel s of governnent.

SYRI A: DEATH I N CUSTODY

Sal ah Jadi d, a prisoner of consci ence who was det ai ned for nearly 23
years Wi t hout charge or trial, died suddenly in custody on 19 August.
His fam |y was told that he di ed of septic shock and acute ki dney
failure.
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Li cence to kil

M 11ions of men, wonen and chil dren have been sl aught ered or have
"di sappeared” without trace over the | ast 30 years. They were not t he
victinms of war, but of their own governnents, who singl ed themout
because of their political views, ethnic origin, or sinply because they
were poor or lived in the "wong" place.

In the 1980s al one, the Iraqi security forces killed hundreds of
t housands of peopl e; nore t han 100, 000 were ki | | ed by Ugandan security
forces in the Luwero Tri angl e area between 1981 and 1986. Tens of
t housands were killed or "disappeared"” in Sri Lanka and Sudan.
Thousands more died in Burundi, Chad, El Salvador, Guatenal a,
| ndonesi a, Peru, and the Philippines. Thislist is not inclusive, and
in many countries the killing has continued into the 1990s.
Inthe | ate 1980s, as denpcratically el ected governnents repl aced
mlitary juntas and totalitarian regines, a "newworld order” was
prom sed -- an era i n which governnents woul d be accountableto their
peopl e, abi de by the | aw, and protect and pronote human ri ghts. But
t hese turned out to be fal se prom ses. Governnent agents still nurder
or "disappear" tens of thousands of people each year.

| n Rwanda, nore t han 3, 000 peopl e wer e massacr ed by gover nnent forces,
civilian groups and rebel s between | ate 1990 and early 1993, during
arnmed conflict inthe north of the country. Over the |l ast 18 nont hs, a
civil war in Tadzhi ki stan, | argely ignored by the rest of the worl d,
has | eft 20, 000 dead; governnment and param |itary forces have been
responsi bl e for hundreds of political killings and "di sappearances”. |In
spi te of prom ses by t he Turki sh gover nnent of human ri ghts reform
security forces have beenclearly inplicatedin nmany of the hundreds of
political killing which have taken place there since 1991.

I n South Africa, horrificlevels of bl oodshed have acconpani ed t he
political reformprocess ai ned at endi ngapartheid. Since 1990, when
negoti ati ons began, over 10, 000 Sout h Afri cans have been nurdered in
ci rcunst ances i nvol ving the security forces or, nore often, by arned
groups acting with tacit official support.

The proliferation of nationalist, secessionist and religious conflict
threatens all regions of the worldw th violence and bl oodshed. Just
one gruesone exanpl e -- the hundreds of thousands of nmen, wonen and
children nmurdered in the vicious and intractable war in Bosni a-
Her zegovina's -- nmakes a nockery of the "new world order"”.

How do gover nnents get away wi t h nurdering and ki dnappi ng t heir own
citizens? Some do not even bother tojustify their actions, others
attenmpt to conceal their crines. I n Af ghani stan, Chad, Ethiopia, and
| raq, recently uncovered nass graves have reveal ed t housands of victins
of previously undocunmented political killings and "di sappearances”.
Most governnents sinply lie or play down the facts. Wen t he t anks of



t he Chi nese arny noved agai nst the pro-denocracy protestersin Beijing
i nJune 1989, the massacre that foll owed was recorded on tel evi sion,
and wi t nessed around t he worl d. At | east 1,000 people were killed;
hundr eds of their bodi es were traced i n norgues and hospitals. But the
governnment initially saidno one had beenkilled, and | ater cl ai ned
t hat only 200 civilians had diedinthe cl ashes bet ween sol di ers and
denonstrators -- a gross underesti nmate.

Some governnments try tostiflecriticismby claimngthat violenceis
endemcintheir societies, or results fromethnic tensions. Viol ence,
of course, will be endem c in any society where human rights are
viol ated. And interconmmunal violence often results from or is
exacerbated by, official policies.

I n 1992 nore t han 700 peopl e were killedin ethnic clashes in Kenya,
cl ashes whi ch appeared to have been politically engi neered. Evi dence
i ndi cat ed t hat one of the groups responsi bl e was supported and fi nanced
by seni or governnent officials. The group was ni cknanmed t he "Kal enjin
warriors", after the President's ethnic group.

More t han 130 people were kill ed by the security forces i n Bonmbay,
capital of the Indian state of Maharashtra, duringriots foll ow ng the
destructi on of the Babri Masjid nosque i n Ayodhya i n Decenber 1992.
Most of those killed belonged to the Muslimcomunity, and eye-
w t nesses saidthat the police sided w th H ndu nobs attacki ng Misl i ns.

Few gover nnent s openly order political killings and "di sappearances”,
relyinginstead on covert operations and sophi sticated cover-ups. The
ci rcumst ances surroundi ng political killings are often unclear, andit
isonly the conduct of the state and a pattern of sim lar incidents
t hat point tothe probability that the killings were deliberate and
unl awf ul .

I n Northernlreland (United Ki ngdom), the security forces have kill ed
dozens of peopl e in suspicious circunstances since 1982, leadingto
al | egati ons that suspect ed nenbers of arned opposition groups were
bei ng del i berately killed, rather than arrested. The governnent's
consi stent refusal to hol dindependent inquiriesintothe killings has
strengt hened t hese al | egati ons. One detailed inquiry was | ed by a
senior police officer fromanother force, but the findings were
suppressed. Al though the inquiry found evi dence of police m sconduct,
t he government declined to prosecute on the grounds of "nati onal
security" and "public interest”.

I n Col onbi a the security forces elimnate their opponents wi t hout
recourse tolaw. The governnent has bl aned many of the t housands of
kil lings and "di sappear ances"” on "deat h squads” over whichit clainsto
have no control. Yet case after case shows that the "death squads”
operate with t he support of the Col onbi an armed forces and often form
an integral part of the arny's counter-insurgency strategy.

I n Sout h Africa, a grow ng body of evidence has |i nked "hit squads”
responsi ble for political killingswthcovert policeandmlitary
oper ati ons.

| n many countries "deat h squad” |links tothe security forces have been



exposed. Yet governments persist with the myth that "deat h squads" are
i ndependent groups beyond governnent control. Afornmer Sal vadori an
sol di er explains howit works: "Early in 1980 1 volunteeredtojoin
what isreferredtoin El Sal vador as a deat h squad. However, in ny
experience t he deat h squad has no i ndependent exi stence outside the
Sal vadorian mlitary and security forces. It is sinply aformof duty
whichthe mlitary personnel are ordered to carry out while not in
uni form"

I nternal conflict isfrequently the pretext, as well as the context,

for killings. Hundreds of Pal estiniancivilians, includingchildren,
have been kil | ed by I sraeli forces since the Pal estinian uprisingknown
as theintifada beganin 1987. The i nvestigations intothesekillings

have usual | y been i nadequat e and have rarely resul ted i n prosecuti ons.
Injust thefirst five nonths of 1993, about 30 chil dren were shot and
killed by Israeli forcesinthe Occupied Territories. Many of them
appear to have been the victins of extrajudicial executions or other
unjustifiable killings.

Al | an Hugl st ad, a Dani sh Arny Maj or who vi sited Gaza as a del egate for
Al in My 1993, watched as I sraeli soldiers fired on a group of boys in
the street: "These young peopl e were not doi ng anyt hi ng ot her t han
wat ching, |ike nme, a patrol of Israeli sol di ers who were advanci ng
towar ds us. When they were nore than a hundred netres fromus, the
sol diers began firing in our direction. | heard no warning and t he
sol di ers appeared to be in no danger."

| MPUNI TY

Covernnent i nvol venment in political killings and "di sappearances” goes
beyond t he deat h or abducti on of the victim An el aborate systemexists
to ensure that the truth does not energe and that the guilty escape
justice. Known as inpunity, it exenpts the perpetrators of humanrights
violations frominvestigation, prosecution or punishnment.

Sorre gover nment s obstruct justice by passing | aws guarant eei ng i mmunity
fromprosecutionto nmenbers of the security forces who vi ol ate human
ri ghts. I'n Novenber 1992, as political killings continuedin South
Africa, the governnent enacted the Further I ndemmity Act, effectively
granting inpunity to human rights violators. In India, special
| egislationin states where the governnent faces arnmed i nsurgency
permts the security forces to shoot to kill w thout any fear of
"prosecution, suit or other |egal proceeding".

Sonmetines inpunity i s extended retrospectively. Wen peri ods of gross
abuse cone to an end t he doors are cl osed on t he past. The deci si on not
t o puni sh human rights violations is justifiedon grounds of "nati onal
reconciliation".

I n March 1993 t he UN- appoi nt ed Trut h Conm ssi on publ i shedits report on
past human ri ghts abuses by gover nnent and opposition forces in El
Sal vador. The report found governnent forces responsi bl e for nmassi ve
human ri ghts viol ations during the 12-year civil war. Less than a week



| ater, the governnent passed a sweepi ng ammesty | awgranti ng exenpti on
fromprosecutiontothose who comm tted human ri ghts cri nes before
1992. The | aw | ays a danger ous foundation for the future, and sone
serious violations continue: thenutil ated corpses that still appear in
public streets suggest that "death-squads" renmain in operation.
I n Canbodi a, the 1991 peace settlenent failed to provide for the
prosecution of those responsi ble for the massive atrocities of the
past. I n May 1993 t he Mauri tani an parliament passed a bill granting
total imunity fromprosecutionto menbers of the security forces for
all offences commtted between 1989 and 1992, a period i n which nore
t han 400 Mauri t ani ans were extrajudicially executed and dozens nore
"di sappeared".

VWhere inpunity prevails, when the security forces get away with
political killings and "di sappearances” on a daily basis, public
confidenceinthe rule of | awdisintegrates, and no judicial systemcan
operate effectively.

I n sone countries inpunity has created an epi dem ¢ of casual mnurder and
abducti on, in which the urban poor, peasants, and ot hers on t he nmargi ns
of soci ety have been systematically elim nated. The authorities at
nati onal and | ocal | evel have been acconplices to political killings
and "di sappearances" through i nformal partnerships with civilian
vigi l antes and hired gunnen.

I n Brazil, hundreds of people -- peasant farners, rural community and
trade uni on | eaders and I ndi ans -- have been kil |l ed by hired gunnenin
the pay of |andowners, with the sanction or assistance of the
authorities. Inall but a handful of cases the kill ers have escaped
justice. Impunity has | i kewi se been extended to the "deat h squads" t hat
have kil | ed hundreds of street childreninthelast year al one, andto
t hose uni formed police who have shot crim nal suspects dead.

As an international phenonmenon, inpunity demands action on an
i nternational scale. The decisionto establishaninternational war
crinmes tribunal inrespect of the former Yugosl avi a shoul d be one step
towards creating an international crimnal court, with worl dw de
jurisdiction, abletobringtojusticethose responsible for violating
human rights and humanitarian | aw.

"Human ri ghts" has becone a phrase that nost governments pay lip
service to, but all too few uphold. Governnents around the world
continue to order or condone political nmurder and "di sappear ances".
These governments nust take the decisiontoendthekilling. Aseries
of effective neasures can be taken: pre-enptive nmeasure to prevent
t hese viol ations happening in the first place coupled, if they do
occur, with proper investigation and a determ nation to bringthe

perpetrators tojustice. The continui ng ni ght mare of political killings
and "di sappearances” will only endif governnents, both individually
and collectively, have the political will to act.

Al in action
Al is on permanent alert for human rights energencies. Cases of



"di sappearance” are fl ashed around the worl d on the Urgent Action
net wor k. Some 50, 000 people in 78 countries are nobilizedtowite,
tel ex, fax and phone appeals for the victins' safety.

When political killings arereportedit istoolate for U gent Actions
to save lives. I nstead Al demands pronpt, inpartial investigation of
the killing, protectionfor witnesses andthe victims famly, and t hat

t hose responsi bl e be brought to justice.

Urgent Actions are just the begi nning of Al's work on behal f of the
victims of political killings and "di sappearances”. Their cases are
hi ghl i ght ed by Regi onal Action Networks; their fate becones the focus
of our country canpai gns. The i nternati onal community will be pressed

to intercede. The UN will be alerted.
And at t he sane ti ne hundreds of Al groups will start working onthe
victinms' cases. Nunmbering nore than a mllion, these volunteer

activists are the backbone of Al canpaigns. They nobilize their
conmuni ties, put pressure on governnments, support the victins'
famlies, | obby for | egal reformand rai se public awareness t hrough t he
press and human ri ghts educati on work. This nonth, Al is |aunching an
international canpaignto stop political killings and "di sappearances”.
In this canpaign, for the first time, Al is demandi ng that arned
political groups worldw de take the m ninumsteps to fulfil their
obl i gation torespect basic humanrights. Al is calling onthemto stop
torture and del i berate and arbitrary killings, includingkillings of
civilians and prisoners, and to observe i nternati onal humanitari an
st andar ds.

But the main focus of the canpaign falls on governnents. W are
demandi ng that they inplenment our 14-point progranms to prevent
extrajudi cial executions and "di sappearances"”.

VWhen gover nnment s across the worl d tranpl e on the fundanental rights of
their citizens and i gnore abuses abroad, it isuptoordinary peopleto
act. Concerted public pressure can nake a di fference, even to t he nost
repressive regi mes; they may have t he heavy artillery, but we have t he
nunbers. We nust take action. Join our canpaign today!



