
A forced eviction is the removal of people against their will from the homes or land they
occupy without legal protections and other safeguards.

Evictions may be carried out only as a last resort, once all other feasible alternatives
have been explored and only after appropriate procedural and legal safeguards are in
place. These include genuine consultation with the affected people, prior adequate
and reasonable notice, adequate alternative housing and compensation for all losses,
safeguards on how evictions are carried out, and access to legal remedies and
procedures, including access to legal aid where necessary. Governments are also
required to ensure no one is rendered homeless or vulnerable to other human rights
violations as a consequence of an eviction.

Not every eviction that is carried out by force constitutes a forced eviction – if
appropriate safeguards are followed, a lawful eviction that involves the use of force does
not violate the prohibition on forced evictions.
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