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2. M i g r a n t s  h a v e  h u m a n  r i g h t s  t o o  3 . I f  r e f u g e e s  a n d  m i g r a n t s  h a v e  r i g h t s ,   
w h a t  i s  t h e  p r o b l e m ?  

 
People who leave their 

c ou n try  f or s oc ial an d ec on om ic  
reas on s  an d n ot f or protec tion  are 
of ten  b elittled an d vilif ied. T hey  are 
s een  as  ‘ on ly ’  ec on om ic  m igran ts ,  
as  thou gh they  did n ot have an y  
rights . R ef u gees  an d as y lu m  
s eek ers  – thos e who have n ot y et 
b een  f orm ally  
rec ogn ized as  
ref u gees  –  get 
c au ght u p in  this  
too.  T hey  are 
lab elled “ b ogu s ” ,  
“ q u eu e j u m pers ” ,  
an d s om etim es  
even  “ terroris ts ” .  
T hes e c laim s  
are u s u ally  
m ade b y  people 
who s ee s om e politic al or other 
advan tage to b e gain ed f rom  u s in g 
thes e lab els . 

I n  a glob alizin g world,  
awas h with ec on om ic  dis parities ,  
in tern al an d s om etim es  
in tern ation al c on f lic t,  an d a 
c on tin u in g prevalen c e of  m as s ive 
hu m an  rights  violation s  in  m an y  
plac es ,  the pres s u res  on  people to 
m ove are lik ely  to in c reas e rather 
than  dec reas e. 

C ros s in g an  in tern ation al 
b order does  n ot deprive as y lu m -
s eek ers  an d ref u gees  of  their 
hu m an  rights . I n  the s am e way ,  
other m igran ts  who have c ros s ed 
an  in tern ation al b order als o have 
hu m an  rights . H u m an  b ein gs  have 
hu m an  rights ,  whatever lab el they  

are given  an d wherever 
they  are.  

O n e of  the m os t 
im portan t rights  
c om m on  to all m igran ts ,  
in c lu din g ref u gees  an d 
as y lu m - s eek ers ,  is  the 
right to n on -
dis c rim in ation . T his  right 
is  at the c ore of  all ou r 
hu m an  rights .  

T here is  an  in tern ation al 
agreem en t s pec if ic ally  ab ou t 
protec tin g the rights  of  m igran t 
work ers  – the Convention on the 
P r otec tion of  the R ig hts  of  A l l  
M ig r a nt W or k er s  a nd  M em b er s  of  
their  F a m il ies . H owever,  it has  n ot 

y et c om e in to f orc e b ec au s e n ot 
en ou gh govern m en ts  have agreed 
to b e b ou n d b y  it. 

 

W orldwide,  there are an  
es tim ated 1 7 5  m illion  m igran ts  
livin g ou ts ide their c ou n tries . 

 D is c rim in atory  – an d 
s om etim es  x en ophob ic  an d rac is t – 
prac tic es  an d polic ies  s eriou s ly  
af f ec t the protec tion  of  the rights  of  
m igran ts ,  in c lu din g ref u gees  an d 
as y lu m -s eek ers .  

T he m aj ority  of  the world’ s  
1 6  m illion  ref u gees  are in  poor 
c ou n tries ,  where 
they  of ten  lan gu is h 
in  a legal an d 
protec tion  lim b o,  
with hos t 
govern m en ts  
relu c tan t to protec t 
them ,  at the s am e 
tim e as  ob s tac les  
ex is t whic h preven t 
them  f rom  f in din g 
an  aven u e to 
ef f ec tive protec tion  
els ewhere. 

Man y  
govern m en ts ,  partic u larly  in  ric her 
c ou n tries ,  devote hu ge am ou n ts  of  
tim e,  en ergy  an d res ou rc es  to 
preven tin g m igran ts ,  in c lu din g 
as y lu m  s eek ers  an d ref u gees ,  
f rom  en terin g their territory .   

A rm ed b order gu ards  “ s eal”  
b orders . A irlin es  s top people f rom  
b oardin g f lights  to s af ety . N aval 
s hips  are s en t ou t to b loc k  b oats  
c arry in g des perate as y lu m  
s eek ers  f rom  arrivin g on  their 
s hores . H os tile im m igration  
of f ic ials  an d c om plex  proc edu res  
c an  preven t them  f rom  f in din g 
protec tion  or the s ec u rity  they  
n eed to get on  with their lives . A n d 
vis a res tric tion s  preven t people 

f rom  travellin g to s af ety  
or s om e m eas u re of  
s ec u rity . 

A  n u m b er of  
govern m en ts  even  hold 
m igran ts ,  in c lu din g 
ref u gees  an d as y lu m  
s eek ers ,  in  deten tion . 
Man y  of  thes e 
m eas u res  are in  direc t 
violation  of  
in tern ation al s tan dards . 
F or a great n u m b er of  
thes e ref u gees ,  
as y lu m -s eek ers  an d 

m igran ts ,  their lives  an d their 
f am ilies ’  lives  have b een  pu t on  
hold.  T hey  wan t to get on  with 
them . H u m an  rights  are ab ou t 
rec ogn is in g the b as ic  right of  
every on e to live in  dign ity . 

Everyone is entitled to all the 
rig hts and f reedom s set f orth 
in this D ec laration,  w ithou t 
distinc tion of  any k ind,  su c h 
as rac e,  c olou r,  sex ,  lang u ag e,  
relig ion,  p olitic al or other 
op inion,  national or soc ial 
orig in,  p rop erty,  b irth or other 
statu s. Art. 2 Universal Declaration 

of  H u m an R ig h ts  

W e rec og niz e that 
x enop hob ia ag ainst non-
nationals,  p artic u larly 
m ig rants,  ref u g ees and 
asylu m -seek ers,  c onstitu tes 
one of  the m ain sou rc es of  
c ontem p orary rac ism  and 
that hu m an rig hts violations 
ag ainst m em b ers of  su c h 
g rou p s oc c u r w idely in the 
c ontex t of  disc rim inatory,  
x enop hob ic  and rac ist 
p rac tic es.  Declaration,  W orld  

C onf erence ag ainst R acism ,  20 0 1  



RIGHTS W HE RE V E R Y O U  A RE   
 

1 . R e f u g e e s  a n d  a s y l u m -s e e k e r s  
 h a v e  h u m a n  r i g h t s  

 

If you would like to know more about A mnes ty International’ s  work  on refug ees ,  as ylum-s eekers   
and mig rants ,  p leas e c ontac t your national s ec tion or th e International S ec retariat in L ondon on:   
Amnesty International, International Secretariat, 1 Easton Street, 
L ond on W C 1X  0 D W , U nited  K ing d om.   

P h one:  + 4 4 -2 0 7 -4 13 5 5 0 0 .  F ax :  + 4 4 -2 0 7 -9 5 6 115 7             AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
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4 . S o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  r i g h t s  
 a r e  h u m a n  r i g h t s  

 
A m n es ty  I n tern ation al 

u n dertak es  res earc h an d 
advoc ac y  f or the protec tion  an d 
prom otion  of  the hu m an  rights  of  
ref u gees ,  as y lu m -s eek ers  an d 
m igran ts . A m n es ty  I n tern ation al’ s  
m is s ion  in c lu des  prom otin g an d 
protec tin g ec on om ic ,  s oc ial an d 
c u ltu ral rights . A s  an  organ ization ,  
we are c om m itted to oppos in g 
grave ab u s es  of  ec on om ic ,  s oc ial 
an d c u ltu ral rights  where thes e 
ab u s es  aris e f rom  a polic y  of  
dis c rim in ation ,  or are ab u s es  of  
the rights  to f reedom  of  
c on s c ien c e an d ex pres s ion ,  
f reedom  f rom  dis c rim in ation ,  or 
phy s ic al an d m en tal in tegrity . 

Som e ref u gees ,  as y lu m -
s eek ers  an d m igran ts  ex perien c e 
violation s  of  their ec on om ic ,  s oc ial 
an d c u ltu ral rights  in  their hom e 
c ou n tries . 

T his  als o happen s  in  their 
c ou n tries  of  as y lu m  or rec eivin g 
c ou n tries  an d of ten  aris es  ou t of  
dis c rim in atory  polic ies  an d 
prac tic es .   

 

 

T he rights  that are at s tak e 
in c lu de:  

• T he right to work  

• T he right to health 

• T he right to edu c ation  

• T he right to f ood 

• T he right to hou s in g 

R ef u gees  an d m igran ts  
retu rn in g to their c ou n tries  c an  
als o ex perien c e prob lem s  in  re-
es tab lis hin g them s elves . 
Program s  f or the volu n tary  
repatriation  or retu rn  of  ref u gees  
or m igran ts  n eed to b e s u s tain ab le 
if  they  are n ot to res u lt in  f u rther 
f orc ib le dis plac em en t or n on -
volu n tary  m igration . R es pec t f or 
ec on om ic ,  s oc ial an d c u ltu ral 
rights  is  es s en tial in  en s u rin g 
s u s tain ab ility  an d s olu tion s .  

 

E v e r y  d a y  p e o p l e  
m a k e  t h e  a g o n i z i n g  
d e c i s i o n  t o  l e a v e  t h e i r  
h o m e s ,  c o m m u n i t i e s  
a n d  c o u n t r i e s .   

S o m e  l e a v e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  
a f r a i d .   T h e y  a r e  a f r a i d  f o r  t h e i r  
l i v e s ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n  a n d  l o v e d  o n e s .    

O t h e r s  l e a v e  b e c a u s e  
t h e i r  s o c i a l  o r  e c o n o m i c  
s i t u a t i o n  h a s  c o m p e l l e d  t h e m  t o  
d o  s o .  

Man y  leave f or a 
c om b in ation  of  reas on s  
– f ear an d violation  of  
their rights  as  well as  
s oc ial an d ec on om ic  
deprivation . 

Som e leave b y  
air. O thers  travel b y  
b oat. T he m aj ority  go b y  road,  
m an y  of  them  on  f oot. Som e f all 
in to the han ds  of  people 
s m u gglers  an d traf f ic k ers ,  who ru n  
a lu c rative an d dan gerou s  
b u s in es s . 

 

E very  ref u gee is  the res u lt 
of  a govern m en t’ s  f ailu re to protec t 
their hu m an  rights . Som e of  thos e 
govern m en ts  c om m it violation s ,  
others  tolerate them ,  an d others  
are u n ab le to preven t them  f rom  
happen in g. 

R ef u gees  are en titled to 
in tern ation al protec tion . More than  
1 4 0  govern m en ts  have an  
in tern ation al agreem en t f or the 
protec tion  of  ref u gees  – the 1 9 5 1  
Convention r el a ting  to the S ta tu s  
of  R ef u g ees . I n  s om e parts  of  the 
world,  lik e A f ric a an d the A m eric as ,  

there are region al 
agreem en ts  b etween  
govern m en ts  f or the 
protec tion  of  ref u gees . 

I n  D ec em b er 
2 0 0 1 ,  m an y  
govern m en ts  c am e 

together an d reaf f irm ed their 
c om m itm en t to the 1 9 5 1  R ef u g ee 
Convention,  rec ogn is in g its  

“ en du rin g im portan c e” . 

Everyone has the rig ht 
to seek  and to enj oy in 
other c ou ntries asylu m  
f rom  p ersec u tion.   
Art. 1 4  Universal Declaration 
of  H u m an R ig h ts  

All hu m an rig hts are u niversal,  
indivisib le and interdep endent 
and interrelated.  
V ienna D eclaration and  P rog ramme 
of  Action, 19 9 3 .  


