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UA 183/ 94 Legal concern 11 May 1994

ANGOLA: Lourenco Addo Agostinho, human rights worker, journalist &
Lawyer
Wl liam Tonet, human rights worker, journali st

Amesty International is concerned by reports that Lourenco Adao Agosti nho
and WIlliam Tonet, recently arrested on crimnal charges, are in fact being
persecut ed because of their human rights work. Lourenco Agosti nho,
Secretary Ceneral of the Associacdo dos Direitos Humanos de Angol a (ADHA),
Angol an Human Ri ghts Association, was arrested on 5 May 1994 on charges of
embezzl ement. W I Iiam Tonet, President of ADHA, arrested between 28 and 30
April 1994 on charges of rape, was released on bail on 9 Muy.

In 1990 Lourenco Agostinho was charged with enbezzl enent of a sum of npney
(equi val ent to about US$ 100) and "abuse of confidence" in connection wth
a business transaction in the |ate 1980s, for which the penalty could be
eight to 12 years' inprisonnent. He was detained on this charge in July
1990 and rel eased the foll owi ng Novenber on grounds of ill-health. He was
never tried. The case lay dormant until a warrant for Lourenco Agostinho's
arrest was issued on 6 February 1994 and published in a Luanda newspaper. A
few weeks earlier, in January 1994, the ADHA had published a report
criticizing conditions in prisons in Luanda and it appeared that this may
have been the real reason for the revival of the case. Despite the arrest
warrant, no attenpt was nmde to arrest Lourenco Agostinho. However, on 18
February 1994, he was prevented fromleaving the country to attend a

sem nar of non-governmental human rights organi zations in Gui nea-Bi ssau. He
was reported to be in the airport departure |ounge, having conpleted exit
formalities, when police forbade himto enbark. A trial date was set for 22
April 1994, but Lourenco Agostinho was unable to nmake adequate preparation
for his defence because the dossier containing docunments relevant to the
case was not available for consultation. When he arrived at the court, the
6° Juiz Criminal, on 22 April, he was told that the trial had been

post poned until 24 May, but no reasons for the postponenent were given.

According to reports, Lourenco Agostinho was arrested at about 8 a.m on 5
May as he was wal king fromhis home to his car. At |east six plain-clothes
police stopped himat gun-point and took himto the Direccao Naci onal de

I nvestigacdo Crimnal, National Directorate of Crimnal Investigation. They
accused himof giving an interviewto foreign journalists and conpl ai ni ng
that he was being harassed. He spent the night in the police station and
was transferred to a prison at Viana on the outskirts of Luanda. Lourenco
Agostinho and his defence counsel have reportedly not yet been able to
consult the dossier containing the case docunents.

Wl liam Tonet is reported to have been arrested between 28 and 30 April
Pol i ce announced on 30 April that he was being held on charges of raping a
16-year-old girl. He is reported to have told a radio journalist at about
the tinme of his arrest that he knew the girl but that the charges of rape
were "a series of lies". WIlliam Tonet was rel eased on bail 9 May: the
deputy director of the crimnal investigation departnment reportedly

adm tted that his arrest had not conforned to correct |egal procedures.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send telegrans/telexes and airnmail letters



either in Portuguese, English or in your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that Lourenco Addo Agostinho and W1 Iliam Tonet have
been subjected to what appears to be abuse of power nptivated by an
objection to their human rights work;

- requesting clarification of the I egal grounds for Lourenco Agostinho's
arrest when it was clear by his attendance at court on 22 April that he was
not likely to try to avoid being tried;

- expressing concern about the reported manner of his arrest at gun-point
by plain-clothes police who did not identify thensel ves;

- expressing concern that Lourenco Addo Agostinho has not been afforded
adequate opportunity to prepare his defence as access to the prosecution
case has been linited,;

- urging that both Lourenco Addo Agostinho and WIIliam Tonet be given a
full opportunity to prepare their defence;

- urging that they be tried pronptly and in full accord with Article 14 of
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights to which Angola
became a party in 1992.

APPEALS TO

Presi dent:

Sua Excel énci a José Eduardo dos Santos

Presi dente da Republica

Fut ungo de Bel as

Luanda

Republ i ca de Angol a

Tel egrams: Presidente da Republica, Luanda, Angola
Tel ex: 3072 Lugol an / 3345 gab pres an.

Sal utation: Your Excellency

M nister of Foreign Affairs

Sua Excel énci a Venancio da Silva Mura

Pal aci o do Con®erci o

M ni stro das Rel acbes Exteriores

Aveni da Comandante G ka

Luanda

Republ i ca de Angol a

Tel egranms: Mnistro Moura, Mnisterio Relacoes Exteriore, Luanda, Angola
Tel ex: 3127 / 3128 mirex an

Sal utation: Your Excellency

M nister of Justice

Sua Excel éncia Paul o Chipilica

M nstro da Justica

M ni stério da Justica

Luanda

Republ i ca de Angol a

Tel egranms: Mnistro Chipilica, Mnisterio da Justica, Luanda, Angol a
Sal utation: Your Excellency

Procurator Genera

Exnb Sr. Dr. Antero Gruedosa Abreu

Procurador Geral da Republica

Procuradoria Geral da Republica

Luanda

Republ i ca de Angol a

Tel egrans: Procurator Geral da Republica, Luanda, Angol a




Sal utation: Dear Sir/Dear Procurator General

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TO

Exmo Sr. Rui Ferreira

Secretario dos Assuntos Juridicos
Gabi nete da Presidéncia da Republica
Fut ungo de Bel as

Luanda

Republ i ca de Angol a

and to diplomatic representatives of Angola accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 22 June 1994.



