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Further information on UA 76/00 (AFR 12/04/00, 31 March 2000) - Unfair
trial

ANGOLA Raf ael Marques (freel ance journalist)

And new nane: Agui ar dos Santos (director of weekly newspaper "Agora")

On 31 March 2000 Rafael Marques was convicted of “defamation of the
President” and sentenced to a six nonth prison termand a fine of between
about US$ 8,000 to 16, 000.

Ammesty International has received confirmation that his co-defendants, the
director of the weekly newspaper Agora, Aguiar dos Santos, and the chief
editor, Anténio José Freitas, were tried at the sane tine. Aguiar dos

Sant os was al so convicted of “defamation of the President” and sentenced to
two nmonths in prison and a fine of about $US 6,000. Anténio José Freitas
was acquitted.

Raf ael Marques and Agui ar dos Santos have said they will appeal to the
Suprenme Court against their convictions and sentences. Both are free at
present pending their appeals.

FURTHER RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send faxes/express/airmail letters in
Portuguese or in your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that Rafael Marques and Agui ar dos Santos have been
sentenced to prison terns solely for exercising their right to freedom of
expr essi on;

- expressing concern that their trial did not conformto internationa
standards for fair trial, or with Angolan law, that it appears the court
was neither independent nor inpartial and that their trial were conducted
in secrecy behind cl osed doors;

- expressing concern that the charges agai nst both men appear to be
politically notivated, intended to silence criticismof governnent policy;
- pointing out that, if inprisoned, you would consider both men to be
prisoners of conscience.

APPEALS TO (pl ease note that fax tones to Angola can be difficult to
obtai n):

Pr esi dent

Sua Excel énci a José Eduardo dos Santos
Presi dente da Republica

Pal aci o do Povo

Luanda
Republ i ca de Angol a
Faxes: + 2442 331 885 (if voice answers say: “ligar o fax, por favor”)

Sal utation: Sua excel éncia / Your excellency

Mnister of Justice

Sua Excel éncia Paulo Tjipilica
M nistro da Justica

M nistério da Justica

Rua 17 de Setenbro

Luanda
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Republ i ca de Angol a

Faxes: + 2442 330 327 (if voice answers say:

Sal utation: Sua excel éncia / Your excellency

Procurator General

Exmo. Sr. Dr Domingos Culolo
Procur ador- Geral da Republica
Procuradoria Geral da Republica
Rua 17 de Setenbro

Luanda

Republ i ca de Angol a

Faxes: + 2442 333 170 (if voice answers say:

Sal utation: Exno. Sr. / Dear sir
COPI ES TO

M ni ster of Foreign Affairs

Sua Excel énci a Jodo Bernardo M randa
M nistro das Rel acbes Exteriores

M ni stério das Rel acdes Exteriores
Pal aci o do Congrcio

Aveni da Comandante G ka

Luanda
Republ i ca de Angol a
Faxes: + 2442 393 246

“ligar o fax,

“ligar o fax,

por favor”)

por favor”)

and to diplomatic representatives of Angola accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the Internationa

or your section office, if sending appeals after 15 May 2000.

Secretari at,



